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Call to Kalamazoo County Special Convention
1 message

Kzoodelegates <kzoodelegates@gmail.com> Sat, Aug 12, 2023 at 3:44 PM
To: kzoodelegates@proton.me
Bcc: matthew@depernolaw.com

Dear Kalamazoo County Delegates and At-large Delegates,

A special convention by a majority of Kalamazoo County Delegates is being called.

The following issues will be addressed: 

• The egregious action of Chair, Kelly Sackett, in attempting to unilaterally

remove 17 duly elected delegates without due process. 

• The breach of contract by violating the KGOP bylaws when three delegate-

elected members were removed without the proper vote. Judge Bell wrote in his

decision, "The Motion to Consider Removal regarding Plaintiff Harris should not

have passed, and she was unjustly removed from the Executive Committee

because defendant Sackett acted ultra-virus to her authority." It was a clear

overreach by the Chair.

• The breach of contract by Kelly Sackett and other Executive Committee

members by moving forward with installing three delegates into statutory seats

violating KGOP Bylaws, Michigan Republican Party State Bylaws, and MCL

168.599. Statutory positions are set-aside for the most recent nominees for

county offices and state legislative offices. If a person is elected both a delegate

at-large and a delegate of an election district, a vacancy shall exist in the district

delegation. A person cannot occupy a delegate position and a delegate-at-large

position.

On August 10, 2023, the judge ruled that the above egregious actions are intra-party

issues and must be resolved within the party. The remedy is We the Delegates. See

the attached Call to Special Convention.

"But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same Object

evinces a design to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is their right it is their

duty, to throw off such Government, and to provide new Guards for their future



security,"  United States of America Declaration of Independence.  

Sincerely,

Kerry Lynn Elieff

Chair of the Rules Committee

Official Call to Special Convention of the Kalamazoo County Delegates_1 (3).pdf
142K

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=2e03b34e26&view=att&th=189eb47b3c497510&attid=0.1&disp=attd&realattid=f_ll8f8cgp0&safe=1&zw
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=2e03b34e26&view=att&th=189eb47b3c497510&attid=0.1&disp=attd&realattid=f_ll8f8cgp0&safe=1&zw


Official Call to Special Convention of the Kalamazoo County Delegates 

There shall be a meeting of the duly elected Precinct Delegates and the 

At-Large Delegates to the Special Convention.  

 

Location: 12th Street Baptist Church, 3911 S 12th St, Kalamazoo, MI 49009 

Time:  6:30 pm 

Date:  September 15, 2023 

Purpose:  Vote to remove the current EC and Officers and to elect a new EC body and  

  Officers.  

Only duly elected Precinct Delegates at the August 4, 2022, Primary Election, those elevated 

on a permanent basis at subsequent County Convention, and the most recent Republican 

Nominees for our County and State Legislation shall be allowed to vote on matters as may 

properly come before the Special Convention.  

Delegates are to respond by email that they have received this call to convention by no later 

than August 14, 2023, 5:00 pm.  

Kerry Lynn Elieff 

 

Chairwoman of the Rules Committee of Special Convention of the Kalamazoo County Delegates 

 

 

Respond to kzoodelegates@gmail.com



Important - Kalamazoo County Special Convention
1 message

Kzoodelegates <kzoodelegates@gmail.com> Wed, Aug 23, 2023 at 10:08 PM
To: kzoodelegates@proton.me
Bcc: matthew@depernolaw.com

Good evening,

Please click on the embedded video to hear an important message from Kerry Lynn Elieff. 

WIN_20230821_18_21_41_Pro.mp4

Thank you,

Kzoo Delegates 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1d1XqaQHEtHei1kH8cN6r1GnrP59f4q7a/view?usp=drive_web
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1d1XqaQHEtHei1kH8cN6r1GnrP59f4q7a/view?usp=drive_web
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1d1XqaQHEtHei1kH8cN6r1GnrP59f4q7a/view?usp=drive_web
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1d1XqaQHEtHei1kH8cN6r1GnrP59f4q7a/view?usp=drive_web
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1d1XqaQHEtHei1kH8cN6r1GnrP59f4q7a/view?usp=drive_web
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1d1XqaQHEtHei1kH8cN6r1GnrP59f4q7a/view?usp=drive_web


Tyranny unmasked video
1 message

Kzoodelegates <kzoodelegates@gmail.com> Sat, Sep 16, 2023 at 12:52 AM
To: Kzoodelegates <kzoodelegates@gmail.com>
Bcc: matthew@depernolaw.com

Dear Kalamazoo Delegates and At-large Delegates,

Thank you to everyone that changed prior commitments and took time away from spending it
with your families to attend the Kalamazoo County Special Convention. We are at a cri�cal
juncture in our country, state, and county. It’s delegates like you that will make the
difference by standing in the gap. It’s “We The People” that will help protect and save the
rights that we have enjoyed as Americans. The Republican Party Pla�orm was wri�en to
protect the rights and freedoms of all people and you have honored that pla�orm. When
tyranny enters from any direc�on it is the duty of the people to rise against it. We elect
representa�on to represent us, not to enslave us! Thank you for having the courage to
stand!  Thank you also to those that couldn't a�end but let us know that you supported
the special conven�on.  Also, thank you to everyone that said a special prayer for us. 

Below is a link to the video shown at the Special Convention. Please take a few minutes to
watch it. 

https://clipchamp.com/watch/hyECAzn1dds

God Bless,

Kalamazoo Delegates

https://clipchamp.com/watch/hyECAzn1dds
https://clipchamp.com/watch/hyECAzn1dds
https://clipchamp.com/watch/hyECAzn1dds


Tyranny Unmasked
1 message

Kzoodelegates <kzoodelegates@gmail.com> Sat, Sep 16, 2023 at 5:34 PM
To: Kzoodelegates <kzoodelegates@gmail.com>
Bcc: matthew@depernolaw.com

Below is an updated link for the video shown at the Special Convention. The link sent earlier
has expired. 

Tyranny Unmasked in Kalamazoo, MI (rumble.com)

God Bless,

Kzoo Delegates

https://rumble.com/v3i8m78-tyranny-unmasked-in-kalamazoo-mi.html
https://rumble.com/v3i8m78-tyranny-unmasked-in-kalamazoo-mi.html


Special Message from Chair
1 message

Kzoodelegates <kzoodelegates@gmail.com> Mon, Sep 18, 2023 at 8:41 PM
To: Kzoodelegates <kzoodelegates@gmail.com>
Bcc: matthew@depernolaw.com

To: Kalamazoo County Precinct Delegates,

My name is Rod Halcomb and on Friday night, September 15, 2023, I was elected to be the
Chairperson of the New Kalamazoo County Republican Executive Committee.

September 15, 2023 a special convention was held to determine whether or not to replace
the current Kalamazoo County Republican Executive Committee.

The purpose of the convention was to have the delegates vote to either keep or replace the
current Kalamazoo County Republican Executive Committee. A total of 73 precinct delegates
attended. The vote was an overwhelming "Yes" to replace the current Kalamazoo County
Republican Executive Committee.
There were:   69 "Ayes"   1 "Nay"   2 "Present"
One precinct delegate arrived after the replacement vote.

At the special convention the assembly voted to recognize the 18 duly elected precinct
delegates that were removed.They are in fact delegates in good standing.

After the replacement vote passed the next order of business was to elect a new Kalamazoo
County Republican Executive Committee. Eighteen precinct delegates were elected to the
new Kalamazoo County Republican Executive Committee to "represent" you.

The new Kalamazoo County Republican Executive Committee is here to represent you! Your
voices will be heard without retribution or condemnation.
If you have a concern or recommendation, please feel free to bring it to our attention.

The new executive committee believes we should work in conjunction with District 4 and the
State of Michigan Republican Party.  Synergy with other like minded patriots like District 4
and the MRP is our strength! Declaring to be a standalone organization is a weakness.

Attached are the minutes from the Special Convention for your review. We believe in
transparency. Also attached is a page comparing the former executive committee to the new
executive committee illustrating the huge difference between the two.

We represent ALL of you, not just those that agree with us.

Rod Halcomb



Chair Kalamazoo County Republican Executive Committee

2 attachments

Special Convention Minutes 9.15.23 (1).docx
24K

CURRENT vs NEW Executive Committee 3 (1).pdf
94K
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FORMER Executive Committee NEW Executive Committee 

Chairperson attempted to remove 17 Precinct 
Delegates unilaterally 

New leadership won't exclude or expel people 
because they have a different point of view. 

Chairperson cast an improper vote to consider 
removal of 3 Executive Committee members 
Improper vote violating both KGOP bylaws and 
Robert Rules of Order 

New Executive committee will follow the bylaws, 
MRP rules and Robert Rules of Order 

Chairperson violated KGOP bylaws by attempting 
to remove an ex-officio Executive Committee 
member 

New Executive committee will follow the bylaws, 
MRP rules and Robert Rules of Order 

KGOP doesn't Support the MRP and its officers by 
saying they will not be attending the Mackinac 
Republican Conference 

New Executive committee believes in supporting 
the Republican Party as a whole, not pick and 
choose 

Threatening to fine the MRP if they criticize KGOP 
operations and/or conduct 

People are entitled to have differing opinions 
and we believe in open discussions 

Banning people from the KGOP for 6 years for 
supporting an alternate Republican candidate the 
KGOP doesn't endorse 

There will be no Banning of delegates 

Banning people from the KGOP for 10 years who 
the Chairperson improperly kicked out of the 
KGOP 

There will be no Banning of delegates 

Mandatory membership in the KGOP if you want 
to serve your community as a Precinct Delegate 

We hope and anticipate people will want to 
become members to support conservative ideas, 
but it will not be mandatory 

Precinct Delegates serve at the PLEASURE of the 
KGOP Executive Committee 

Precinct delegates DO NOT serve at the pleasure 
of the executive committee, the executive 
committee represents the Precinct Delegates 
they are NOT their rulers 

Precinct Delegates can be "removed from such 
position for any reason." 

Bylaws, MCL, MRP rules and Robert Rules of 
Order will be followed if an issue arises 

Has declared themselves as an "autonomous self-
governing private political organization." 
(Otherwise known as a club?) 

The NEW executive committee will work with 
the district and state republican party to forward 
conservative ideas and values 

 



SPECIAL CONVENTION OF THE KALAMAZOO COUNTY 
REPUBPICAN PRECINCT DELEGATES 

Call to Order 

At 6:30 convention was called to order by RJ Breganzer 

Attendees 

Voting members in attendance included Precinct Delegates from Districts 4 and 5 

National Anthem, Invocation, Pledge of Allegiance, Welcome 

Introduction and Appointment of Temporary Secretary – Emily Crawford 

 Read Call to Convention 

 MOTION Have on record the 18 duly elected precinct delegates that were removed are in 
fact delegates in good standing. 

o Lori Malakowski, 2nd multiple delegates 
o Motion carried without objection. 

Credentials Committee Report  

Cedential Committee presented 70 voting delegates have checked in 

 MOTION To accept delegates to constitute a quorum 
o Kim Harris, 2nd multiple delegates 
o Motion carried without objection 

Appointment of Temporary Officers 

 Temporary Parliamentarian: Ralph Rebandt 

 Temporary Sargent at Arms: Vincent Wilson 

 Temporary Tellers: Kelly Cox, Dan Hoffman, Gail Koporetz, Paul Seals, Sarah LaSota 

Rules Report 

 MOTION: To amend rules part 4 to reflect the same as the call to convention. 
o Sabrina Pritchett-Evans, 2nd multiple present 
o Motion carried without objection. 

 MOTION: To waive the reading of the rules 
o Gary Mitchell, 2nd multiple delegates 
o Motion carried without objection 

Agenda Approval  

 MOTION: To approve agenda 
o Megan Haan, 2nd multiple present 
o Motion carried without objection 

 



Election of Permanent Chair 

Sandra Vanderlugt nominated Rod Halcomb for permanent chair. Multiple seconds. No 
additional nominations 

 Roll Call Vote Rod Halcomb – 69 votes Dale Sugars – 1  

Appointment of Permanent Officers 

 Secretary: Emily Crawford 

Parliamentarian: Ralph Rebandt 

 Sargent at Arms: Vincent Wilson 

 Tellers: Kelly Cox, Dan Hoffman, Gail Koporetz, Paul Seals, Sarah LaSota 

 Organization Committee Chair: Kerry Lynn Elieff 

 Credentials Committee Chair: Kim Harris 

 No objection 

 MOTION to view video. 
o Sabrina Pritchett-Evans  
o body agreed to view per common consent. 

Vote to Replace Current Executive Committee 

 MOTION to replace current delegate elected executive committee members. 
o David Stevens, 2nd multiple delegates 
o Vote conducted by secret ballot.  
o AYES: 69 NAYS: 1 PRESENT: 2 Motion carried 

Vote to Elect New Executive Committee 

 MOTION: Randomize Selection List 
o Kathy Stoll, 2nd Dennis Kehoe 
o Motion failed 

 MOTION: Change rules to a ballot vote 
o Todd White, 2nd multiple delegates 
o Motion failed – did not reach 2/3 required. 

 MOTION: Allow each candidate 1 minute to speak, if they wish to 
o Bruce Lenardson, no second 
o Motion failed as there was no second. 

 MOTION: Move all 22 nominated candidates onto EC 
o Kerry Lynn Elieff 
o Motion ruled out of order, as only 18 are allowed at this time, per bylaws. 

 POINT OF INQUIRY – Can we vote for more than 18 candidates 
o Chair clarified they should only be voting for 18 candidates.  
o Chair asked body to if they wanted to re-start vote or change their vote with this 

information and suggested they would entertain a motion to this effect. No motion made. 

  



Candidates Total Votes 
Ruth Berjawi 68 
Sabrina Pritchett-Evans 68 
Rod Halcomb 68 
Gary Mitchell 67 
David Stevens 66 
David Harris 66 
Kim Harris 66 
Mark Chilcott 65 
Dennis Kehoe 65 
Kerry Lynn Elieff 64 
Megan Haan 64 
Vincent Wilson 63 
Emily Crawford 63 
Robyn Maxson 62 
Rene Saar 62 
Sandra Vanderlaugt 60 
Todd White 59 
John Elieff 58 
Sandy Bloomfield 57 
Lori Malakowski 50 
Jerry Amos 47 
Pamela Herbert 43 
Brian Kincade 14 

 MOTION – Read and approve the minutes – 
o Kerry Lynn Elieff, 2nd Sandy Bloomfield 
o Carried Unopposed. 

 AMENDMENT MOVED – update count of credentialed delegates to 73.  
o Kim Harris, 2nd multiple delegates 
o Motion Carried without objection. 

Vote to Approve Minutes 

 MOTION to accept agenda as necessary 
o Sabrina Pritchett-Evans, 2nd multiple delegates 
o Motion carried.  

 MOTION to adjourn the meeting 
o Sabrina Pritchett-Evans, 2nd multiple delegates 
o Motion carried 



Update from Chair Rod Halcomb
1 message

Kzoodelegates <kzoodelegates@gmail.com> Wed, Oct 11, 2023 at 8:39 PM
To: Kzoodelegates <kzoodelegates@gmail.com>
Bcc: matthew@depernolaw.com

Hello Kalamazoo County Delegates,

Looks like fall has arrived and the trees are changing colors. Hope everyone will have a
chance to get out and enjoy nature's show.

I want to give you an update on what's been happening lately:

1. The State Committee meeting on October 14th has been cancelled. We are still
moving forward and have been making good progress.The leadership committee had
an informal meeting last week and we discussed some of our short and long term
goals. Stay tuned for more information that will be released as it's available.

2. The next Precinct Delegate meeting is October 17, 2023 at Julianna's restaurant on
Lake street in Kalamazoo. Food is served at 5:30 pm and the meeting starts at 6:00
pm. Donations to Julianna's would be appreciated to help cover the food cost. Please
RSVP Kim Harris by 9 pm Sunday, October 15, so Julianna's can plan for the
attendance.

3. Not everyone was able to attend the Special Convention on September 15, 2023,
where the Tyranny Unmasked video was shown.Here is a link to the video for your
review. https://rumble.com/v3kgj48-tyranny-unmasked-kalamazoo.html

4. A few Kalamazoo County delegates attended the Vicksburg press conference
supporting the rights of girls to have their personal privacy. Vice Chair Elieff, along
with RJ, Ruth, Lori, Veronica, and Christine. If we missed anyone please accept our
sincere apology and thank you for standing against the encroachment on the privacy
and safety of girls in our county. Girls should have the privacy and security of their
own bathrooms, locker rooms, and other changing areas. 

5. One of our members has purchased access to the documentary "Police State" by
Dinesh D'Souza on October 27, 2023.Pre-event starts at 7:00 pm with the showing at
8:00 pm. Location: ServiceMaster of Kalamazoo, 3344 Ravine Rd, Kalamazoo, MI.
More details will follow as to how to register. There is no cost to attendees for the
viewing. Seating is limited. Please mark your calendar. 

I plan on sending updates on a weekly basis and providing as much information as possible
so you can stay informed. If you have any questions please don't hesitate to contact me.

Continued Blessings,

Rod Halcomb, Chair

https://rumble.com/v3kgj48-tyranny-unmasked-kalamazoo.html
https://rumble.com/v3kgj48-tyranny-unmasked-kalamazoo.html
https://rumble.com/v3kgj48-tyranny-unmasked-kalamazoo.html
https://rumble.com/v3kgj48-tyranny-unmasked-kalamazoo.html
https://www.google.com/maps/search/Kalamazoo,+3344+Ravine+Rd,+Kalamazoo,+MI?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/Kalamazoo,+3344+Ravine+Rd,+Kalamazoo,+MI?entry=gmail&source=g


Weekly Update from Chair Rod Halcomb
1 message

Kzoodelegates <kzoodelegates@gmail.com> Thu, Oct 19, 2023 at 8:56 PM
To: Kzoodelegates <kzoodelegates@gmail.com>
Bcc: matthew@depernolaw.com

Hello Delegates,

Fall colors are in full bloom, hopefully you'll get a chance to get out and enjoy them.

Things are coming together and progress is looking good for the new leadership. We
have a place to have our EC meetings thanks to Jeff and Kari from Panse
Greenhouses.Executive Committee meetings will be held the first Thursday of the
month at Panse Greenhouses starting at 6:00 pm and concluding around 7:30 pm.
We will also schedule additional meetings to discuss local issues and have speakers
come in.  Additional meetings will be announced as they become available.

The November Precinct Delegate meeting will be held the second Tuesday,
November 14, 2023 to avoid conflicting with the Thanksgiving Holiday. Kim Harris has
secured Karla Wagner as a speaker who will present Axe Mi Tax at the next Precinct
Delegate meeting.  Axe Mi Tax is about removing the burden of property taxes in
Michigan. Do you realize some people are losing their generational homesteads
because of the increase in property taxes?  You can check out her website
at https://axemitax.org/

We had a great turnout for the Precinct Delegate meeting on Tuesday at Julianna's
where over 70 people attended.There was a presentation of the Good Neighbor
Program showing how to engage your local precinct.
The Good Neighbor program is a great training aid to help us engage with our
neighbors to find out what issues of concern are in our local communities.You can go
to https://migop.teamplaybookbuilder.app/signup to sign up and check it out.

We had a discussion about the Kalamazoo County Veterans Millage.
It was brought up that the Kalamazoo County Veterans website stated they spent
$128,190,000 in the first 4 months of 2022 and asked for an additional $200,000 to
continue operating while supporting less than 14,000 veterans.  Also they only
processed 403 requests for services in 2022 and they're asking for an additional 2
positions.  Why? They already have 4 or 5 people in the office. None of this makes
any sense?
When I talked to the sponsor of the ballot proposal his figures showed that 70% to
80% was going to administration cost?Another point that was  brought up was the
Kalamazoo County senior millage also has funds for senior Veterans so why does
Kalamazoo County need even more money in the form of another millage? One

https://axemitax.org/
https://axemitax.org/
https://migop.teamplaybookbuilder.app/signup
https://migop.teamplaybookbuilder.app/signup
https://migop.teamplaybookbuilder.app/signup


hundred percent of the services that Kalamazoo County Veterans Services is offering
is already available to veterans by other local or state organizations that don't cost us
an extra cent.

We have another Video for your review as to why we needed to change Kalamazoo
Leadership. A New Birth of Freedom!
You can watch it here. https://rumble.com/v3mhtg7-a-new-birth-of-freedom.html

Just a reminder one of our members has purchased access to the documentary
"Police State" by Dinesh D'Souza on Friday, October 27th.
Pre-event starts at 7:00 pm with the showing at 8:00 pm at ServiceMaster, 3344
Ravine Rd in Kalamazoo.
To secure your spot please RSVP to KazooDelegates@gmail.com.

Continued Blessings,

Rod Halcomb, Chair

Police State.png
1236K
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https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=2e03b34e26&view=att&th=18b4a95f425f4e3f&attid=0.1&disp=inline&realattid=f_lnxwh9h60&safe=1&zw




Urgent Action
1 message

Kzoodelegates <kzoodelegates@gmail.com> Sun, Oct 22, 2023 at 9:48 PM
To: Kzoodelegates <kzoodelegates@gmail.com>
Bcc: matthew@depernolaw.com

Dear Kalamazoo Delegates;

We have two urgent issues:

1. Please see the attached flyer created by a fellow delegate regarding the Veterans Millage
on the November 2023 ballot and share it with friends and family. 
2. Contact Representatives and demand a "NO" vote on HB5120-5123. Attached is a link to
the Revised Summary of the Bills and a sample letter for use. 
2023-HIB-5123.pdf (mi.gov)

Thank you for taking time to review both issues. Have an amazingly productive week.  

Sincerely,

The New KGOP Leadership Team

2 attachments

otQKH1N1GKZpjkni.png
637K

HB 5120 -5123 Sample letter.docx
15K
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Chair Weekly Update
1 message

Kzoodelegates <kzoodelegates@gmail.com> Thu, Oct 26, 2023 at 9:55 PM
To: Kzoodelegates <kzoodelegates@gmail.com>
Bcc: matthew@depernolaw.com

Hello Delegates,

What a wonderful week it has been. Nature has blessed us with a beautiful display of color
and a couple 70 degree days this week. Hopefully everyone had a chance to get out and
enjoy the sunshine. I took advantage and got some fall yard cleanup done.

Next Thursday (Nov. 2, 2023) will be the Executive Committee meeting at Panse
Greenhouses (4038 N Westnedge Ave, Kalamazoo, MI 49004) (6:00 pm - 7:30
pm) Hope to see there.

Also, Friday, October 27, there is a showing of "Police State" at ServiceMaster at 3344
Ravine Rd in Kalamazoo. The pre-show starts at 7:00 pm and the movie starts at 8:00
pm.Pizza, chips, water and soda will be provided. It will be a great time with people of like
mind. To secure your spot please RSVP to KazooDelegates@gmail.com.

There will be a youth rally in Grand Rapids on November 17, 2023. The flier is attached.

The next Precinct Delegate meeting is scheduled for November 14. Karla Wagner will be
discussing Ax Mi Tax which is a proposal to remove the burden of property taxes in
Michigan. You can check out her website at https://axemitax.org/   Please RSVP to Kim
Harris at  kaharris1@att.net.   When you arrive there will be someone at the guest sign-in
table and someone at the Precinct Delegate sign-in table. You'll find a basket at each table
for your $15 dinner donation. Please look for your name tag if a PD or make a name tag if a
guest then you can get in line for your meal if you paid for that or find a seat. GUESTS,
please check your contact information and add any information that is missing.As always,
please feel free to bring any guests whom you feel are action takers and want to get involved
with us to make positive change moving into 2024.

See you next week at the Executive Committee meeting,

Rod Halcomb, Chair of The New KGOP
 -Respecting the Rights of All Kalamazoo County Delegates

2 attachments
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Special Message Veterans Millage, Fact vs. Rhetoric
1 message

Kzoodelegates <kzoodelegates@gmail.com> Wed, Nov 1, 2023 at 10:47 PM
To: Kzoodelegates <kzoodelegates@gmail.com>
Bcc: matthew@depernolaw.com

Hello Delegates,

There was a video posted on several Telegram channels that said basically
everything presented against the Veterans Millage on a flier was a LIE! 
Below are the facts about where the flier information came from.

But first, I want to clarify that I probably misunderstood his purpose when
he came to the April 27, 2023 Friday coffee to present the Yes for Vets
millage proposal. When he asked us to sign on to supporting the Yes for
Vets millage, I thought he was passing a ballot petition. According to the
video it was a county commissioners ballot approval, not a ballot petition.
That was my misunderstanding.

A major point he brought up was he reached out to several people and no
one responded and was actively blocked from communicating with them
about the issues.I did not receive a request to talk about the differences in
viewpoint.
After hearing that, there was a request immediately sent to him asking him
to come to the EC meeting on Thursday to discuss our differences.
He declined by stating that he reached out to his leadership team and they
wanted him to decline as to not to continue the "disinformation." Now where
have we heard that term before? Is that telling or what? He can openly say
the flier has lies but won't sit down with us to explain why he believes they
are lies?
As the saying goes, "The facts don't matter if the facts aren't in your favor."

Now to the issues he brought up in the video:

He said everything on the flier was a LIE except the bullet point about the
senior millage supporting some services.



So let's break this down using the flier, Mr. Fry's statement, and the VSO
website page.

These two bullet points basically showing the same thing.



Is he saying the VA doesn't provide medical or counseling services to
veterans?
Is he saying the VFW, American Legion, Various Kalamazoo County
Services and the Michigan Veterans Affairs Association don't provide the
same services the local VSO is wanting a millage to pay for? Benefit
requests, benefit appeals, sources for food, housing, etc. MVAA
Website https://www.michigan.gov/mvaa The MVAA even has a program
for homeless Veterans.These services are already funded by local, state,
and federal programs and are available to all veterans.

In Mike Fry's own words he claims about 17% goes directly to the veterans.
Where does the other 83% ($250,000) go if not to staff, offices and other
forms of overhead? So is that a lie or just quoting Mike Fry? Also if you go
to the Yes for Vets website you'll see two of their three bullet points for what
the millage will pay for are staff and advertising. If the $600,000 proposed
increase is only 17% of that going to the veterans? $1,000,000 yr budget is
it $830,000 admin and $170,000 for veterans? I don't know because they're
not being transparent as to how much is going directly to veterans

https://www.michigan.gov/mvaa
https://www.michigan.gov/mvaa
https://www.michigan.gov/mvaa


He claims this bullet point was a lie too? Is Mr. Fry saying the VSO was
lying about the $128,190,000 posted on the website too?

I concede this is not technically correct but a mis-association because the
Website wasn't clear on where the $128,190,000 number came from.
Now that it has been clarified as to what those dollars represent, it's agreed



the $318,585 per request is not correct. Was that a LIE or just a
misunderstanding of the data presented on the VSO website?

If you get a chance to meet with him and are allowed to ask questions here
are some you may want to consider:

1. Is anything presented above incorrect and if so why? Watch out for the
spin, have him present the facts not generalities.
2. Who is funding the ballot initiative? It appears thousands are being spent
on advertising and signs. Where did that money come from?
3. Who's paying him for his time and efforts?
4. They claim there are about 14,000 veterans in Kalamazoo county but
how many of them have requested VSO services? (403 request is a long
way from 14,000 to justify $10,000,000 over 10 years)
5. What percentage of the millage will be going directly to the veterans and
please make sure he doesn't claim staffing is direct veterans support.
6. This was heard and has not been verified. Does the VSO plan on using
part of the millage to build a new building? And if so, how much?

It is our duty to ask questions. The grassroots are no longer asleep at the
wheel. 

Sincerely,

Rod Halcomb, Chair



Securing Our Elections
1 message

Kzoodelegates <kzoodelegates@gmail.com> Fri, Nov 3, 2023 at 1:21 PM
To: Kzoodelegates <kzoodelegates@gmail.com>
Bcc: matthew@depernolaw.com

Below are 18 areas the Michigan Republican Party are focused
on in fighting systemic election corruption. Please
email phil@migop.org to get involved.  

mailto:phil@migop.org
mailto:phil@migop.org


Donate to the Fight for Our Kid’s Freedom!

PRESERVE, PROTECT and DEFEND the Constitution of the United States,

SO HELP ME GOD.

https://migop.us21.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0bcd38e28909007274d8cce33&id=6617da5089&e=63a0bf9a43
https://migop.us21.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0bcd38e28909007274d8cce33&id=6617da5089&e=63a0bf9a43


Chair Halcomb Weekly Update
1 message

Kzoodelegates <kzoodelegates@gmail.com> Fri, Nov 10, 2023 at 7:38 PM
To: Kzoodelegates <kzoodelegates@gmail.com>
Bcc: matthew@depernolaw.com

Hello Delegates,

It's been a busy week and hopefully you had some downtime to enjoy family and friends.

For those that worked the election on Tuesday, I want to say, Thank you! It is just one of the
things we need to do to help work towards election integrity. I'm sure it was a long day for
you. I know it was for me. I got up at 4:30 am to get to Kalamazoo Pct. 5 by 6:00 am. Worked
all day and finally got home close to 11 pm.  Thanks again for taking time out of your normal
schedule to work the election.

It's Veteran's Day and we would like to express our sincere gratitude to the brave men and
women who have served and continue to serve our country. It is because of their unwavering
commitment that we enjoy the freedoms we enjoy today. Their courage and resilience has
not gone unnoticed. Thank you!

Last Thursday we held the monthly Executive Committee meeting. We had a great turn out
and had some good discussions and updates from our bylaws, convention, candidate and
outreach committees. If you would like to help out on any of the committees let me know and
I'll pass your information along to the committee chair.
Don't forget all Precinct Delegates are welcome to attend the EC meetings.

Precinct Delegate Meeting Tuesday, November 14th.  Please NOTE the week change!!
Karla Wagner spoke at the Mackinac Leadership Conference in September about the AXE
MI TAX proposal and has been touring around Michigan to get this message out. You will not
want to miss it!! See the attached flier.

Please RSVP to Kim Harris no later than Sunday, November 12 by 9 PM if you plan on
attending the PD meeting.Two important items:
1. Please let Kim know if you plan to be there for a home cooked dinner of chicken, cheesy
potatoes, veggies, rolls, dessert and beverage by one of our delegates, Sandy Bloomfield. 
State YES if you plan to attend both the dinner and meeting.  Please consider a minimum
dinner donation of $15.  The PD meeting will be held afterwards and the PD meeting is free
to attend.

2. If you plan to show up for the meeting only, please state that in your RSVP to Kim Harris
and plan to arrive no earlier than 5:45 PM.
Location is Julianna's Restaurant 2105 Lake St, Kalamazoo.  Dinner 5:15-6 PM. Meeting 6-8

https://www.google.com/maps/search/2105+Lake+St,+Kalamazoo?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/2105+Lake+St,+Kalamazoo?entry=gmail&source=g


PM.  If only attending meeting please arrive no earlier than 5:45 PM.

There is going to be a Grand Rapids Youth Unity Rally on November 17th in North East
Grand Rapids. Come listen to Patrick Byrne, Rylee Linting (MIGOP Youth Vice Chair),
Bernadette Smith (MIGOP Ethnic Vice Chair) and others. Doors open at 6:00 pm.  Please
see the attached flier.

Have a great weekend and we'll see you Tuesday,

Rod Halcomb, Chair

2 attachments
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Karla Wagner 
Founder of

NOVEMBER 14, 2023
Dinner 5:15-6PM/Meeting 6-8PM 

$15 minimum dinner donation
Meeting is Free to Attend

RSVP by Sunday November 12th
kaharris1@att.net

HOSTED BY:
KALAMAZOO DELEGATES 

AT 

JUILANNA’S RESTAURANT
2105 LAKE ST

KALAMAZOO, MI 

AXE MI TAX
Elimination of

 Property Tax in Michigan





Chair Halcomb Weekly Update
1 message

Kzoodelegates <kzoodelegates@gmail.com>
Sun, Nov 19, 2023 at 12:22

AM
To: Kzoodelegates <kzoodelegates@gmail.com>
Bcc: matthew@depernolaw.com

Hello Delegates,

We had a great presentation from Karla Wagner on Axe MI Tax at
the precinct delegate meeting on Tuesday. Karla pointed out that the
millages we are paying (some for 10 or 15 years) that state that there for
the schools normally don't go to help the kids but go into funds for 
playground equipment, ball fields, etc..How many ball fields do they build in
10 or 15 years? Also, she pointed out on her tax statements that there was
an admin fee that was to pay the township to collect the money from the
residents.She talked with her clerk and asked why she was paying the
township to take money away from her. The clerk agreed it wasn't right and
dropped the admin fee. Look at your property tax bill and see if you're
paying an Admin fee. If you are, it's an opportunity to talk with your clerk
and see if  the admin fee can be removed.

Megan H. shared that while she was working the polls on November 7,
several people came in and didn't know that there was an election until they
heard it on the radio. We need ideas on how to inform registered
voters regarding the timing of elections and what's on the ballot and how it
will affect them. Please put on your thinking cap and let's get things rolling
for the 2024 elections to reduce the number of uninformed electors.

KVCC is looking to fill two board of trustees positions. The link for the
application is below. Let's get some conservative voices on the KVCC
board. Applications are being accepted until November 28th, but don't delay,
get your application in soon.
https://wwmt.com/news/local/kalamazoo-valley-community-college-board-trustees-
applications-susan-miller-patrick-farmer-resignation-opportunity-community-education-
foundation-committee-appointment-west-michigan 

Thanksgiving is next week. Take time to reflect on the things we can be
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thankful for such as family and friends.Top of mind are our freedoms that
we enjoy today because of God. I am thankful that our forefathers
recognized our inalienable rights given to us by God and created
a document protecting those rights. If you're traveling please be careful and
travel safely. The roads might be a little icy and snow covered.

May you have a wonderful Thanksgiving with your family and friends.

Always Thankful,

Rod Halcomb, Chair
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BYLAWS 

REPUBLICAN PARTY OF KALAMAZOO COUNTY 
STATE OF MICHIGAN 

I. NAME  
The name of the Kalamazoo County Republican Committee shall be the Republican Party of 
Kalamazoo County, State of Michigan. Hereafter, it will be known as the Party.  
 
II. PURPOSES  
The purposes of this Party shall be to  

• Promote the ideals and policies of the Republican Party,  
• Perform all duties required of the Party, its Committee, its Executive Committee and 

Officers, by law (Michigan Election Law, 1954 Act 116, effective June 1, 1955, as 
amended), those delegated or advanced by the Republican National Committee and the 
Republican State Committee and such other duties not prohibited by law as will benefit 
the Party.  

• Recruit and assist candidates for public office and manage the affairs and business of the 
Party.  

 
III. COUNTY EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE  
 
1 – Establishment  
This committee is established by law (section 168.599 MCLA) and State Party Rules.  
 
2 – Duties  
The duties of the Executive Committee shall be to establish general policy and to conduct the 
affairs of the Party in accordance with these bylaws.  
 
3 – Membership  
The membership of the Executive Committee shall be as follows:  
 
A. Those persons who shall have been most recently nominated at the last two (2) preceding fall 
primary elections for county and state legislative offices in the fall elections of even numbered 
years. These persons shall be known as Statutory Members of the Executive Committee.  
 
B. A number of persons, equal to the number of candidates of the Party for election to county 
and state legislative office in Kalamazoo County, shall be selected by the precinct delegates to 
the Fall County Convention of the Party taking place in even-numbered years. These persons 
shall be known as Elected Members of the Executive Committee.  
 
C. The President or Chairman of any Republican Organization in Kalamazoo County shall be an 
ex-officio, nonvoting member of the Executive Committee. The committee may appoint other 
ex-officio members by majority vote. Ex-Officio members shall have a voice on the Executive 
Committee, but not a vote.  
 
4 – Selection  
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A. The precinct delegates to the Fall County Convention shall convene at the call of the Party 
Chairperson within twenty (20) days following the November election for the purpose of 
selecting the Elected Members of the Executive Committee. [MCL 168.599(1)]  
 
B. The nomination of the delegate appointed members of the Executive Committee shall be 
made by a Convention Nominating Committee consisting of seven (7) members, who shall be 
appointed by the County Chair and approved by the Executive Committee, one member shall be 
a county official candidate and one a state official candidate, at least thirty (30) days prior to the 
November convention called for the purpose of selecting the delegate members. The minimum 
number of candidates nominated by the Convention Nominating Committee shall be the number 
of delegate appointed members to be selected at the convention. They shall be nominated prior to 
the County Convention and their names imprinted upon a ballot which shall also provide blank 
spaces for additional nominees to be nominated by the delegates attending the convention.  
 
5 – Term of Office  
The term office of the Elected Members of the Executive Committee commences at the 
adjournment of the Fall County Convention and terminates at the adjournment of the Fall County 
Convention two years later.  
 
6 – Vacancies  
 
A. If a vacancy occurs in the position of a Statutory Member of the Executive Committee and 
there is a special election held to fill the office, the vacancy may only be filled by the person who 
is the new Republican nominee for the office in question. If the office is filled by appointment 
and the new official is a member of the Party, he shall fill the vacancy and if an Elected Member, 
shall surrender this position.  
 
B. If a vacancy occurs in the position of an Elected Member of the Executive Committee, the 
remaining Elected Members of the Executive Committee shall select a person to fill the vacancy 
by majority vote, with a runoff if necessary. The committee members shall receive a minimum of 
ten (10) days notice prior to any vote to fill a vacancy.  
 
7 – Roles and Responsibilities of Executive Committee Members  
 
A. All members of the Executive Committee are expected to participate fully in promoting the 
goals and purposes of the Party.  
 
B. Each Executive Committee member shall be a registered voter in Kalamazoo County. 
Executive Committee members have the right to vote on all matters which come before the 
Executive Committee, except as otherwise provided by these bylaws.  
 
C. They also shall be dues-paying members of the organization, and attend all regular and 
special meetings unless unable to do so. If a member’s dues are not paid by February 1, his 
power to vote shall be suspended until they are paid.  
 
D. Elected Members are subject to removal from the Executive Committee should they fail to 
fulfill the responsibilities of their office. These responsibilities include, but are not limited to 
attendance at regular monthly meetings, special meetings and sponsored events of the 
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organization. Elected Members who are unable to attend a regular monthly or special meeting 
have a responsibility to notify the Chairperson, or another officer of the Executive Committee of 
their inability to attend. Their failure to do so will be classified as an unexcused absence. Elected 
Members who have three consecutive unexcused absences, or six unexcused absences in a 
calendar year are subject to dismissal from the Executive Committee.  
 
E. A motion to consider the removal of an Elected Member from the Executive Committee 
requires a two-thirds vote of the Elected Members present at a regular meeting of the committee. 
If the motion to consider removing an Elected Member is approved, a letter must be sent to the 
delegate informing him of the action taken, and the right to appear at the next regular meeting of 
the organization to appeal the action taken. Final approval to remove an Elected Member 
requires a two-thirds vote of the members present at the meeting held subsequent to the one 
where the motion to consider removing an Elected Member was approved.  
 
8 – Selection of Officers, Term and Vacancies:  
 
A. Within thirty (30) days following the convening of the Fall County Convention (convened in 
even numbered years), the Executive Committee shall meet and select a temporary chairperson 
and a temporary secretary. The temporary officers shall serve only during the selection of the 
officers of the Executive Committee, who shall also serve as the officers of the County 
Committee for the two (2) years commencing on January 1 next (odd numbered years). Newly 
elected officers shall be sworn in at the December Executive committee meeting.  
 
B. The officers of the Executive Committee and the County Committee shall be: The 
Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson, Secretary and Treasurer.  
 
C. If a vacancy occurs in the office of the Chairperson, the Vice-Chairperson shall automatically 
assume the duties and powers of this office. Any other vacancies shall be filled by election of the 
Executive Committee at the next Executive Committee meeting.  
 
D. The Committee has the power to elect other officers as they determine are necessary.  
 
E. An officer of the Executive Committee can be removed from office or a vacancy in an office 
may be declared by a two thirds vote of the members of the committee, provided, however, that 
such person shall be furnished with notice in writing that removal will be sought, and the 
grounds upon which such action is based, and signed by not less than one third of the members 
of the Committee. Such person shall be given 30 days to appear and respond to the allegations. 
The Chairperson is required to include the letter to remove on the agenda of the next regular 
meeting after the 30 days and entertain a motion pursuant to the request. The Chairperson must 
allow for discussion of the motion to remove. The Vice-Chairperson shall preside as Chairperson 
at the next regular meeting should the Chairperson be the subject of the motion.  
 
IV. DUTIES OF OFFICERS  
 
1 – Chairperson  
 
A. In all official business, the Chairperson shall be referred to as Chairman or Chairwoman, as 
appropriate.  
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B. The duties of the Chairperson shall be those provided by law and also such other duties not 
prohibited by law as may be required by action of the Executive Committee, including but not 
limited to the following:  

• The Chairperson shall preside at all meetings of the executive committee and shall be an 
ex-officio member of all standing committees.  

• The Chairperson shall be responsible for directing the day-to-day affairs of the 
organization and shall coordinate the activities of the Republican Party organizations 
within the County.  

• The Chairperson shall submit reports to the Executive Committee, as may be required by 
action of the Committees; shall keep the Committees informed of Republican Party 
programs and activities; and may assign to other officers and committees such duties as 
may be necessary.  

• The Chairperson shall be the official spokesperson and shall oversee media relations 
unless the Executive Committee appoints another person to fill that role.  

• The Chairperson shall call and preside over all meetings of the Executive Committee.  
 
2 – Vice-Chairperson  
 
A. In all official business, the Vice-Chairperson shall be referred to as Vice-Chairman or Vice-
Chairwoman, as appropriate.  
 
B. The Vice-Chairperson shall preside at meetings of the Executive Committee in the absence of, 
or at the request of the Chairperson and shall perform such other duties as directed by the 
Chairperson and/or the Executive Committee. In the event the Chairperson is unable to act, the 
powers and duties of the Chairperson shall be assumed by the Vice-Chairperson until such 
inability is removed or until the Chairperson shall again take up the duties of the office.  
 
3 – Secretary  
The Secretary shall perform all the duties normally incident to the office of Secretary and in 
particular shall keep a permanent record of the minutes and attendance at all meetings of the 
Executive Committee, shall make these records available for inspection and copying by any 
member of the Committee who requests the minutes of the most recent meetings and shall see 
that all notices are duly given as required by law and by these bylaws.  
 
4 – Treasurer  
 
A. The Treasurer shall have the care and custody of all monies paid to the Party and shall deposit 
the same in the name of the Party in a bank designated by the Executive Committee and shall pay 
all duly authorized bills. The Treasurer shall be responsible for the proper and timely filing of all 
financial reports required by law.  
 
B. The Treasurer shall keep an account, in permanent records, of all financial transactions of the 
Party. A statement of financial conditions (revenues, expenditures, outstanding obligations and 
cash balances) will be made at each regular meeting of the Executive Committee. Upon 
reasonable request, all records shall be open to inspection.  
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C. Within 30 days of the close of each calendar year, the Treasurer with the assistance of the 
Finance and Budget Committee shall prepare an annual, accurate statement as of December 31st 
of each year setting forth the financial condition of the Party. The Treasurer shall forward this 
report to the officers by the first day of February for the year following and shall present a copy 
of the report to the Executive Committee at its next regular meeting.  
 
D. Upon leaving office, the Treasurer shall furnish to his successor all funds, accounts and other 
property pertaining to the affairs of the Treasurer.  
 
V. MEETINGS  
 
1 – Regular Meetings  
Regular meetings of the Executive Committee shall be held at least once in each calendar month 
at a time and place to be determined by the Chairperson, provided, however, that by a majority 
vote of the elected and appointed members of the Executive Committee the regular meetings of 
the Executive Committee may be held every second month. The Chairperson may cancel a 
meeting if extenuating circumstances arise. During convention months, the Executive Committee 
meeting will precede the county convention.  
 
2 – Special Meetings  
Special meetings shall be called by the County Chairperson upon the written request of the 
number of members of the Executive Committee that would constitute a quorum or by the 
County Chairperson on his own motion. Upon receipt of such a request, the Chairperson has up 
to five business days to schedule the special meeting. It shall be scheduled between five and ten 
business days after its time is decided. Notice of special meetings must be given to all Executive 
Committee members when its time is decided and must specify the purpose(s) of the meeting.  
 
3 – Quorum  
A quorum of the Executive Committee shall consist of at least 30 per cent of the total voting 
members of the Executive Committee. The affirmative vote of a majority of those present shall 
be necessary to take formal action, except as otherwise provided herein or by law.  
 
4 – Electronic Votes  
In the event of an urgent matter which cannot wait until the next Executive Committee meeting, 
the Chairperson may call for an electronic vote. Such a motion is non-amendable and non-
debatable. The vote will be conducted by email and members shall have 48 hours to vote. The 
results of the vote shall be reported at the next Executive Committee meeting.  
 
5 – Robert’s Rules of Order  
The rules contained in Robert’s Rules of Order, Newly Revised, shall generally govern the 
Executive Committee in all cases where they are applicable and in which they are not 
inconsistent with these bylaws or special rules of order of the Executive Committee. A vote of 
one third of the members present at the Executive Committee meeting will suffice to strictly 
apply Robert’s Rules for the remainder of that meeting. The Chairperson may appoint a 
parliamentarian to assist in the interpretation of these bylaws or Robert’s Rules of Order, Newly 
Revised. The person appointed as parliamentarian need not be a member of the Executive 
Committee.  
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6 – Proxies  
Candidates for legislative offices consisting of more than one county may give a written proxy to 
other members of the Executive Committee. No other proxies shall be permitted.  
 
VI. COMMITTEES  
 
1 – Membership  
 
A. At the first Executive Committee meeting following the selection of the new Chairperson, 
Executive Committee members shall volunteer for standing committees. Each Executive 
Committee member shall be an active member of at least one standing committee. Each 
committee shall select a chairman. All members of standing committees must be members of the 
Party, but need not be Executive Committee members. Party members and unsuccessful 
applicants for Executive Committee should be contacted and encouraged to join committees.  
 
B. The Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson of the Executive Committee shall be ex-officio 
members of each of the standing committees, with full voting rights. The Executive Committee 
Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Treasurer shall be members of the Finance and Budget 
Committee with full voting rights.  
 
C. At least one of the members of the Executive Committee shall be on each standing committee.  
 
2 – Scope and Structure of Committees  
 
A. The general scope, but not the details of the activities of each committee, shall be determined 
from time to time by resolution of the Executive Committee.  
 
B. Nothing herein shall prohibit the appointment of other committees as are deemed necessary 
by the Executive Committee.  
 
3 – Standing Committees:  
 
A. Finance and Budget  
Mandates:  

• Develop a budget for the Party at the beginning of each year and submit it to the 
Executive Committee for approval.  

• Oversee party spending to make sure that the Party stays on budget.  
• Evaluate the dues structure of the Party as necessary.  

 
B. Fundraising  
Mandates:  

• Solicit donors to raise money for the Party. Solicitation can be by mail, email, or in 
person.  

• Develop and oversee fundraising events to raise money for the Party.  
• Events should include, but not be limited to Lincoln Day, which could be run by a 

subcommittee.  
• Set a specific goal for how much money should be raised.  
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C. Outreach and Public Relations  
Mandates:  

• Reach out to groups that share common interests, generally by attending their meetings. 
Such groups include, but are not limited to Tea Party, homeschoolers, gun groups, 
churches, businesses, College Republicans, Young Republicans, farmers, Michigan 
Townships Association.  

• Coordinate writing of letters to the editor concerning elections and other important issues.  
• Assist the leadership in writing press releases and opinion pieces. Anything appearing 

under the name of the Party should be approved by the Chairman or the Executive 
Committee.  

• Make recommendations for changes or additions to the website. (The committee would 
not necessarily control the website; it would submit changes for execution.)  

• Participate in functions to get the Party name out. These could include parades, softball 
games, candidate forums, etc.  

 
D. Volunteer Coordination  
Mandates:  

• Obtain information on Party volunteers from databases, candidates, and other sources.  
• Pass this information to committee chairmen to contact volunteers.  
• Work with staff to examine and keep up to date the Party database.  

 
E. Candidate Recruitment and Assistance  
Mandates:  

• Recruit candidates for offices without qualified Republicans running. Coordinate 
recruitment so that more than one candidate is not recruited for the same office.  

• Recruitment should include nonpartisan offices such as city commission, school board, 
and library board.  

• Meet with candidates immediately after the filing deadline (primary in the case of 
contested partisan primaries in which the Party has not endorsed) and offer assistance and 
advice from elected officials and experienced campaign managers and office workers. 
(This is particularly for first-time candidates.)  

• Put together booklets of relevant information to give to candidates and offer information 
about campaign schools.  

• Attempt to ensure that candidates in competitive elections actively campaign for office. 
Intervene when needed.  

• Maintain contact with current elected officials and inform them of local events.  
 
F. Planning  
Mandates:  

• _Evaluate rules and bylaws as necessary.  
• _Create and maintain a Master Copy of Party bylaws and policies.  
• _Develop a Strategic Plan for the Party at the beginning of every two-year cycle and 

submit to the Executive Committee for approval. Incorporate the goals of the officers.  
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• _Develop plans to reform the structures and functions of the Kalamazoo GOP and submit 
them to the Executive Committee for approval as necessary.  

 
4 – Reports  
 
Committees should submit written reports to the Secretary after each meeting for dissemination 
by email to the Executive Committee. Reports should include specific information on what the 
committees did to achieve their mandates (e.g. how many dollars raised, letters written, etc.)  
Committees should meet when necessary. This may not be every month.  
 
VII. DISPERSEMENT OF FUNDS  
 
1 - Regulations  
The receipt, maintenance and disbursements of funds on behalf of the Party shall be in 
accordance with written regulations and policies adopted by the Executive Committee. Such 
regulations and policies shall be recommended by the Finance and Budget Committee and shall 
be effective upon approval by a majority of the Executive Committee.  
 
2 – Banking and Appropriation of funds  
All organization funds contributed to or received on behalf of the Party shall be deposited in a 
bank. All expenditures, withdrawals or appropriations therefore shall be made only upon the 
authorization of the Officers or the Executive committee. The Executive Committee may 
authorize the expenditure of small amounts by the Chairperson without prior approval. Checks 
shall be drawn by the Treasurer and countersigned by the Chairperson, or another officer.  
 
3 – Intent  
All Party funds should be used to further the Party’s purposes and goals.  
 
XIII. AMENDMENTS, POLICIES, ENDORSEMENTS  
 
1 – Amendments  
All proposed amendments to these bylaws shall be first submitted in writing and presented to the 
Executive Committee at least one month prior to the date on which such proposed amendments 
are to be voted. They shall be referred to the Planning Committee for study, and it shall make its 
report on said amendments to the Executive Committee. Adoption of an amendment requires a 
majority vote of the total voting membership of the Executive Committee.  
 
2 – Policies  
The Executive Committee may implement policies by majority vote, provided that they do not 
conflict with these bylaws. All proposed policies shall be first submitted in writing and presented 
to the Executive Committee at least one month prior to the date on which such proposed policies 
are to be voted. They shall be referred to the Planning Committee for study, and it shall make its 
report on said policies to the Executive Committee.  
 
3 - Endorsements  
The Executive Committee may endorse, support or disavow an individual candidate in contested 
Republican primary election; provided that resolution to endorse or disavow a particular  
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candidate be adopted by two thirds (2/3) of the Executive Committee present and voting and 
provided notice of the resolution is given at least one month prior to the date on it is to be voted, 
with the consent of the candidate to be endorsed where an endorsement is proposed.  
 
IX. EFFECTIVE DATE OF THESE BYLAWS AND AMENDMENTS TO THEM  
These Bylaws and all amendments to them are effective upon their adoption by the Executive 
Committee; and they supersede all prior motions/resolutions adopted in Executive Committee 
meetings.  
 
Adopted by the Kalamazoo County Republican Party Executive Committee April 19, 2012.  
Amended by the Kalamazoo County Republican Party Executive Committee December 8, 2014. 
Amended by the Kalamazoo County Republican Party Executive Committee February 9, 2015.. 
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ARTICLE 1 – NAME  

1.1. The Kalamazoo County Republican Committee is the oldest standing Republican County 
committee in the state of Michigan. It shall be known as the Republican Party of Kalamazoo County, 
State of Michigan (KGOP).  

1.2. The KGOP may sometimes be referred to herein as "the Party." 

ARTICLE 2 – PURPOSES 

2.1. The purpose of the KGOP shall be to promote Republican values and the Republican National 
Committee (RNC) platform, support Republican candidates, and assist Republican elected officials 
in representing Kalamazoo County.  

2.2. The KGOP Executive Committee (as defined hereinafter) may review the party platform of the 
RNC and vote whether to support it in whole or in part. Alternatively, the KGOP Executive 
Committee may adopt a Statement of Values expressing the KGOP's core values. 

ARTICLE 3 – GOVERNING PRINCIPALS 

3.1. The KGOP is a self-governing private political organization. The KGOP is free to govern itself 
and control its membership free from interference of the Michigan Republican State Committee 
(MRP), district committees, or other county committees. 

3.2. The KGOP shall be a non-profit organization, and no part of the income and assets of the KGOP 
shall benefit any of its members except for the reimbursement of actual expenses, reasonable 
compensation for services if the KGOP approves, or a contribution for electing a member to office if 
the KGOP approves. 

3.3. The rules contained in the current edition of Robert's Rules of Order, Newly Revised shall govern 
the KGOP in all cases to which they are applicable and in which they are not inconsistent with these 
bylaws and any special rules of order the Executive Committee may adopt. The County Chair may 
appoint a parliamentarian with the approval of the Executive Committee to assist in the interpretation 
of these bylaws or Robert's Rules of Order, Newly Revised. The person appointed as parliamentarian 
need not be a member of the Executive Committee.  

3.4. On a vote that is not a ballot, if a majority vote is required and there is a tie, the County Chair 
may vote in the affirmative to cause the motion to prevail. If there is one more in the affirmative than 
in the negative, the County Chair can create a tie by voting in the negative to cause the motion to fail. 
Similarly, if a two-thirds (2/3) or three-fifths (3/5) vote is required, the County Chair may vote either 
to cause, or to block, attainment of the necessary two-thirds (2/3) or three-fifths (3/5).  

3.5. Votes shall not be taken by secret ballot at any meeting of the KGOP. 
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3.6. No member of the KGOP shall be permitted to speak on behalf of, represent, or act on behalf of 
the KGOP unless they receive express written consent from the County Chair. This includes, but is 
not limited to, all social media, electronic communications, print communications, websites, airwave 
media, or print media. Official documents of KGOP, bearing the logo or disclaimer, may not be 
altered by those who reproduce them for any purpose. 

ARTICLE 4 – MEMBERSHIP 

KGOP Members  

4.1. A member of the KGOP shall be any legal resident of Kalamazoo County age 16 years or older 
who has filed a current KGOP membership form with the KGOP.  

4.2. The KGOP has the right to deny the membership application of any individual for any reason by 
a three-fifths (3/5) vote of the Executive Committee members present at a regularly scheduled 
Executive Committee meeting or at a Special Meeting.  

4.3. Any member may be removed from the KGOP for any reason by three-fifths (3/5) vote of the 
Executive Committee members present at a regularly scheduled Executive Committee meeting or at 
a Special Meeting.  

Membership Required for Vote and Office 

4.4. In order to vote at any convention, caucus, or meeting of the KGOP, a person must be a member 
of the KGOP in good standing for at least six (6) months prior to that convention, caucus, or meeting. 
Precinct Delegates, Republican elected officials, and Republican nominees to partisan offices are 
exempt from the six (6) month advance membership requirement; provided, however, Precinct 
Delegates, Republican elected officials, and Republican nominees to partisan offices must be a 
member of the KGOP in order to vote at any convention, caucus, or meeting of the KGOP.  

4.5. In order to be elected or appointed to, and to hold any Party Office in the KGOP, a person must 
be a member of the KGOP in good standing for at least six (6) months prior to election or appointment, 
and maintain membership during the term of office. If KGOP membership lapses while that person 
holds Party Office, all rights and privileges of that office are suspended until membership is renewed, 
at which time all rights and privileges are immediately restored.  

4.6. The term "Party Office" includes (a) Kalamazoo County Precinct Delegate or alternate; (b) 
District convention or caucus delegate or alternate; (c) State convention or caucus delegate or 
alternate; (d) officer or members of the KGOP or the KGOP executive committee; (e) officer or 
member of the 4th district committees or executive committee; (f) officer or member of the 5th district 
committees or executive committee; (g) officer or member of any MRP committee or MRP executive 
committee; and (h) members of any county, district, or state standing ad hoc committees. 
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ARTICLE 5 – COUNTY CONVENTION 

Scheduling and Notice  

5.1. The County Chair shall be the only person who can issue a Call to Convention and conduct county 
conventions. Any KGOP member(s) or Precinct Delegate(s) who issue a "Call to Convention" without 
authorization of the County Chair shall immediately be removed as a member and/or as a Precinct 
Delegate. Such removal shall occur automatically by operation of these bylaws. No vote shall be 
necessary. 

5.2. The County Chair is responsible for giving notice of the county conventions held in every two-
year election cycle as well as any other special convention. Notice of all county conventions shall be 
given by electronic mail whenever possible and by regular mail to those members without email 
access or who request to be notified by regular mail. If there is any doubt as to whether a member has 
email access, the member shall be sent notice by regular mail. All notices shall be sent no less than 
fifteen (15) days prior to the convention. 

Convention Rules  

5.3. The KGOP shall publish proposed convention rules on the KGOP website at least two (2) months 
prior to any county convention.  

5.4. At county conventions, the County Chair shall preside until the Permanent Convention Chair is 
elected. 

5.5. No member shall give a proxy for representation at county convention.  

5.6. In addition to the proportionate number of delegates allocated to each county or district to be 
elected to attend a State Party convention, all incumbent members of the state legislature and the 
Michigan Congressional Delegation shall be entitled to attend a State Party convention as delegates 
at-large of the congressional district in which he or she resides. The County Chair and County Vice 
Chair shall be automatic Delegates to District and State Caucuses and Conventions.  

Business 

5.7. If convention business includes election of delegates and alternates to state convention, the 
County Chair shall form a nominating committee not less than 90 days prior to the convention. The 
nominating committee shall recommend the manner of delegate and alternate selection (ballot, slate, 
floor nominations, etc.), which shall generally be in keeping with standard Roberts' Rules of Order, 
Newly Revised, no later than the regularly scheduled Executive Committee meeting immediately prior 
to the convention. The manner of delegate and alternate selection shall be approved by the Executive 
Committee as a whole as prescribed by the KGOP bylaws.  
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Precinct Delegate Vacancies  

5.8. Vacant Precinct Delegate positions may be filled at a county convention from a list of qualified 
candidates nominated by Executive Committee members at the preceding Executive Committee 
meeting prior to the county convention. Additional nominations may be offered in writing by others, 
provided such candidate names and addresses are provided and published to members of the 
Executive Committee no less than two (2) weeks prior to the county convention. Such nominees may 
be elected by a majority vote of eligible voters and will commence at the conclusion of that county 
convention (newly elected Precinct Delegates may not vote on convention business in the convention 
in which they are elected).  

ARTICLE 6 – COUNTY EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE  

Establishment  

6.1. An Executive Committee of the KGOP shall be established as provided by these bylaws, 
including but not limited to Section 4.6.  

6.2. A county convention shall be held within twenty (20) days after the November general election 
in even-numbered years to elect the non-candidate members of the KGOP Executive Committee. 

Duties  

6.3. The duties of the Executive Committee shall be to establish general policies and procedures to 
conduct the affairs of the KGOP in keeping with its mission statement and party platform or Statement 
of Values as adopted in Article 2. The Executive Committee may, at its discretion, foster, promote, 
recognize, and aid organizations in Kalamazoo County and cooperate with other Republican 
organizations.  

6.4. Delegate Elected Members shall volunteer to serve on at least one (1) special committee, 
volunteer for at least one (1) fundraising dinner, and assist in promoting ticket sales to all KGOP 
fundraising efforts.  

Composition of the Executive Committee 

6.5. The Executive Committee shall consist of Statutory Members and Delegate Elected Members, as 
prescribed herein. All members of the Executive Committee shall be in good standing as defined by 
the membership committee.  

Statutory Members  

6.6. Statutory Members shall be the persons nominated as Republican candidates for the following 
offices in the last election: County Clerk, Treasurer, Sheriff, Prosecutor, Drain Commissioner, County 
Surveyor, County Commissioners, State Representative(s), State Senator(s), and U.S. House whose 
district include all or part of Kalamazoo County. These persons shall be known as Statutory Members 
of the Executive Committee.  
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6.7. Statutory Members shall serve until their elected office term expires or they resign.  

6.8. Vacancies will be filled by the new nominee for the office vacated for the remainder of their 
term, or in the absence of a new nominee, the Executive Committee may fill the statutory member 
seat as they deem necessary with a replacement nominee.  

Delegate Elected Members  

6.9. Delegate Elected Members shall consist of 24 members. There shall be two groups, each 
consisting of 12 members. The two groups shall stagger every two years. Every even number-years 
the KGOP membership shall elect twelve (12) nominees at the Fall county convention.  

6.10. At the time of adoption of these bylaws, the existing Executive Committee Delegate Elected 
Members shall be seated in the newly created Delegate Elected Member seats.  

6.11. Any Delegate Elected Member who is absent unexcused at three (3) meetings of the Executive 
Committee in a calendar year shall be considered to have resigned from the committee. 

Election Procedure 

6.12. A Nominating Committee may be appointed by the Executive Committee (of the preceding 
term) to nominate a slate of candidates for the Executive Committee, subject to approval by two-thirds 
(2/3) of delegates voting. Failing approval by two-thirds (2/3), or if no slate is nominated, nominations 
shall be taken from the floor of the convention. Following close of nominations, each name will be 
called and the votes tabulated. Delegates may vote for up to as many candidates as are to be elected. 
Those receiving the most votes up to the number to be elected are elected. Ties are resolved by lot. 
Names, addresses, phone numbers and emails of all persons so selected shall be provided to the 
Secretary before the close of the convention by the delegates making the nomination of those persons. 

Term  

6.13. The term of office of a county Executive Committee commences at the adjournment of the post-
election county convention and terminates at the adjournment of the next even numbered year post-
election county convention. A two (2) year term shall be known as a single term, a four (4) year term 
shall be known as a double term. A Statutory Member term shall be determined by the number of 
years of their nominated office. Delegate Elected Members shall be double terms.  

Ex-Officio Members  

6.14. There shall be no ex-officio members to the Executive Committee.  

Member Vacancies  

6.15. If a vacancy occurs, it shall be announced at a regularly scheduled meeting of the Executive 
Committee and an election to fill the vacancy shall be placed on the agenda for the next regularly 
scheduled meeting.  
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Executive Committee Policies 

6.16. The Executive Committee may implement policies by majority vote so long as they do not 
conflict with these bylaws. All proposed policies shall be first submitted in writing and presented to 
the Executive Committee at least one month prior to the date on which such proposed policies are to 
be voted. They shall be referred to the Planning Committee for study, and it shall make its report on 
said policies to the Executive Committee. 

Removal of Delegate Elected Member 

6.17. Delegate Elected Members are subject to removal from the Executive Committee should they 
fail to fulfill the responsibilities of their office. These responsibilities include, but are not limited to 
attendance at regular monthly meetings, special meetings, and sponsored events of the organization. 
Delegate Elected Members who are unable to attend a regular monthly or special meeting have a 
responsibility to notify the County Chair, or another officer of the Executive Committee of their 
inability to attend. Their failure to do so will be classified as an unexcused absence. Delegate Elected 
Members who have three consecutive unexcused absences, or six unexcused absences in a calendar 
year are subject to dismissal from the Executive Committee. 

6.18. A motion to consider removal of a Delegate Elected Member from the Executive Committee 
requires a simple majority vote by the Executive Committee members present at a regular or special 
meeting.  

a. If a motion to consider removal of a Delegate Elected Member is approved: 

(i) A letter shall be sent, within five (5) days after the decision to remove was passed 
and no less than five (5) days prior to the next regular monthly meeting (via USPS and 
an email notification), to the Delegate Elected Member subject to removal informing 
the member of the action taken. 

(ii) The Delegate Elected Member then has the right to appear before the Executive 
Committee at the next regular monthly meeting (following the mailing/post mark of 
the notification letter) to appeal the action taken. 

b. Final approval to remove a Delegate Elected Member requires a two-thirds (2/3) vote by 
the Executive Committee members present at the regular monthly meeting subsequent to the 
meeting (regular or special) wherein the motion to consider removal was initially approved. 

ARTICLE 7 – EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Meetings  

7.1. Regular meetings of the Executive Committee shall be held as frequently as required to carry out 
its duties at times and places to be determined by the County Chair, except that the Executive 
Committee shall meet at least every quarter of each calendar year.  
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Quorum  

7.2. A quorum for all meetings of the Executive Committee shall be 30% of the voting membership 
of the Executive Committee.  

Meeting Notices  

7.3. The Secretary should provide notice of each meeting time and place to all members of the 
Executive Committee, by electronic email to the last email address provided to the Secretary 
whenever possible and by regular mail to those members without email access or who request to be 
notified by regular mail. If there is any doubt as to whether a member has email access, the member 
shall be sent notice by regular mail. All notices shall be sent no less than ten (10) days prior to the 
meeting, except as set forth in Section 7.4 for special meetings. 

Special Meetings  

7.4. Special meetings shall be called by the County Chair when he or she deem it advisable, and shall 
be called when requested by the number of members of the Executive Committee that would 
constitute a quorum. Upon receipt of such a request, the County Chair has up to five (5) business days 
to schedule and notice the special meeting to all Executive Committee members with the date, time, 
place, and purpose(s). The special meeting shall be held within ten (10) days after receipt of the 
request.  

Electronic Votes  

7.5. In the event of an urgent matter which must be addressed prior to the next Executive Committee 
meeting, the County Chair may call for an electronic vote. Such a motion is non-amendable and 
non-debatable. The vote will be conducted by email and members shall have 24 hours to vote. The 
results of the vote shall be reported at the next Executive Committee meeting.  

Proxies  

7.6. Statutory Members elected to State and Federal office or other Statutory Members authorized by 
the Executive Committee may give a written proxy to another member of the Executive Committee. 
All proxies shall be recorded by the Secretary prior to any meeting.  

ARTICLE 8 – EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OFFICERS 

Officers  

8.1. The officers of the Executive Committee shall be a Chair, Vice Chair, Secretary, Treasurer, and 
Youth Vice Chair. These officers need not be members of the Executive Committee; provided, 
however, they are subject to the Party Office requirement of Article 4. Officers who are not otherwise 
Executive Committee member (statutory or delegate elected) will have no voting rights on the 
Executive Committee.  
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Election of Officers  

8.2. The County Chair, County Vice Chair, Secretary, Treasurer, and Youth Vice Chair shall be 
elected by the Executive Committee within 30 days following the Fall county convention held in even 
numbered years. The County Chair shall appoint a Deputy Treasurer with the approval of the 
Executive Committee.  

8.3. The Executive Committee, at the request of the Chair, may appoint additional officers. The term 
of office for KGOP Officers shall be for two (2) years commencing January 1 of odd numbered years.  

8.4. There shall be no County Committee separate and distinct from the Executive Committee.  

Vacancies  

8.5. If a vacancy occurs in any office, that position will be filled by an election at a meeting of the 
Executive Committee. If a vacancy occurs in the office of the County Chair, the powers and duties of 
the County Chair shall be assumed immediately and automatically by the County Vice Chair until a 
new County Chair is elected by the Executive Committee. If a vacancy occurs in the office of the 
Treasurer or Secretary, the County Chair may appoint an interim officer until a new officer can be 
elected by the Executive Committee.  

Removal  

8.6. Any officer may be removed for any reason by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the Executive Committee 
present and voting at a regularly scheduled Executive Committee meeting or at a Special Meeting.  

Authority of the Officers  

8.7. Any authority granted to any Officer, including the Deputry Treasurer, shall only be for two (2) 
years commencing January 1 of odd numbered years. Upon the end of their term, their resignation, or 
their removal all authority granted to them under these bylaws shall end.  

ARTICLE 9 – DUTIES OF OFFICERS 

County Chair  

9.1. In all official business, the County Chair shall be referred to as "Chairman" or "Chairwoman," as 
appropriate. In all other cases, the County Chair may be referred to as the "County Chair," the "Chair," 
or "KGOP Chair."  

9.2. The County Chair:  

 shall perform the duties as such to preserve and protect the interest of the Party;  

 shall call and preside at all meetings; 

 shall be an ex-officio member of all standing committees and ad hoc committees;  
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 shall be responsible for directing the day-to-day affairs of the organization and shall 
coordinate the activities of the Republican Party Organizations within Kalamazoo County;  

 shall submit reports to the Executive Committee, as may be required by action of the 
Committees;  

 shall keep the Committees informed of Republican Party programs and activities;  

 shall appoint members to standing and ad hoc committees, with confirmation by a majority of 
the Executive Committee; 

 shall assign to other officers, committees, and members such duties as may be necessary;  

 shall not authorize a contract for a time past the end of the County Chair's term in office, 
without the affirmative approval of the Executive Committee;  

 shall not expend more than $500 on an un-budgeted item without the affirmative approval of 
the Executive Committee;  

 shall perform all other functions reasonably necessary to perform the duties of the chief 
executive officer of a political party, such as to preserve and protect the interest of the Party. 

9.3. Upon leaving office, the County Chair shall turn over to the successor all funds, books, accounts, 
files, letters, records, papers, passwords, electronic credentials, and other property pertaining to or 
associated with the affairs of the KGOP.  

County Vice Chair  

9.4. In all official business, the County Vice Chair shall be referred to as "Vice Chairman" or "Vice 
Chairwoman," as appropriate. In all other cases, the County Vice Chair may be referred to as the 
"County Vice Chair," the "Vice Chair," or "KGOP Vice Chair." 

9.5. The County Vice Chair: 

 shall have all powers and duties of the County Chair while the County Chair is not reasonably 
able to act;  

 shall preside at meetings of the Executive Committee in the absence of the County Chair, or 
at the request of the County Chair; 

 shall be an ex-officio member of all committees of the Executive Committee; 

 shall perform the duties assigned by the County Chair; 

 shall have such other powers and duties as may be granted from time to time by the Executive 
Committee. 

9.6. Upon leaving office, the County Vice Chair shall turn over to the successor all funds, books, 
accounts, files, letters, records, papers, and other property pertaining to or associated with the affairs 
of the KGOP.  
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Secretary  

9.7. The Secretary: 

 shall keep records of all KGOP business including the names, addresses, telephone numbers, 
and email addresses of all members, committee members, and precinct delegates; 

 shall give notice of all conventions and meeting to those entitled to notice; 

 shall keep a permanent record of the minutes and the attendance at all the Executive 
Committee meetings;  

 shall make these records available for inspection and copying by any member of the Executive 
Committee;  

 shall furnish a copy of the minutes of the most recent meeting to any member of the Executive 
Committee;  

 shall keep a list of all special committees formed by the County Chair and a list of the 
committee members appointed by the County Chair;  

 shall notify all persons selected for membership on all committee;  

 shall have such other powers and duties as may be granted from time to time by the Executive 
Committee. 

9.8. Upon leaving office, the Secretary shall turn over to the successor all funds, books, accounts, 
files, letters, records, papers and other property pertaining to or associated with the affairs of the 
KGOP.  

Treasurer  

9.9. The Treasurer: 

 shall have the custody and control of all KGOP accounts and funds in a bank designated by 
the Executive Committee;  

 shall pay all bills charged to the KGOP as authorized by the Executive Committee;  

 shall be responsible for the proper and timely filing of all financial reports required by law, 
including but not limited to campaign finance reports.  

 shall keep an accurate account, in permanent record, of all receipts and disbursements of 
funds, using proper and orderly methods of keeping records; and said records, upon reasonable 
request, shall be open to inspection and examination by any member of the Executive 
Committee;  

 shall render monthly and year to date statement of the revenues, expenditures, outstanding 
obligations, and cash balances of the KGOP, and submit such reports at each regular Executive 
Committee meeting; 

 shall be a member of the Finance and Fundraising committees;  
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 shall keep the Deputy Treasurer informed of matters related to the office, as necessary, to 
insure a proper transition in the event of the Treasurers absence;  

 shall have such other powers and duties as may be granted from time to time by the Executive 
Committee. 

9.10. Upon leaving office, the Treasurer shall turn over to the successor all funds, books, account, 
files, letters, records, papers, and other property pertaining to or associated with the affairs of the 
KGOP.  

Youth Vice Chair  

9.11. The Youth Vice Chair: 

 shall be responsible for organizing the KGOP Teenage Republicans Club, College 
Republicans Club, Young Republicans Club, and associated chapters;  

 shall carry out other such duties as shall be assigned by the County Chair;  

 shall be 35 years of age or younger at the time of the election.  

Deputy Treasurer  

9.12. The Deputy Treasurer: 

 shall assist the Treasurer in capacity as Deputy Treasurer as determined by the Treasurer;  

 shall not have voting powers;  

 shall be a member of the Finance and Fundraising committees; 

 shall have such other powers and duties as may be granted from time to time by the Executive 
Committee. 

ARTICLE 10 – STANDING COMMITTEES 

List of Standing Committees  

10.1. The Standing Committees of the KGOP shall be: 

1) Finance and Budget [10.5], 

2) Events and Fundraising [10.6], 

3) Outreach and Public Relations [10.7],  

4) Volunteer Coordination [10.8],  

5) Candidate Recruitment and Assistance [10.9],  

6) Planning [10.10],  

7) Membership [10.11],  
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8) Communication and Education [10.12],  

9) Student Committee [10.13],  

10) Resolutions Committee [10.14]. 

Membership  

10.2. At the first Executive Committee meeting following the selection of the new County Chair, 
Executive Committee members shall volunteer for standing committees. Each Executive Committee 
member shall be an active member of at least one standing committee. Each committee shall have a 
Committee Chair, Committee Vice Chair, and Secretary. The Committee Chair must be a member of 
the Executive Committee. All members of standing committees must be members of the KGOP. Party 
members and unsuccessful applicants for the Executive Committee should be contacted and 
encouraged to join committees. The County Chair and Vice County Chair of the Executive Committee 
shall be ex-officio members of each of the standing committees, with full voting rights. The Executive 
Committee Chairman, Vice Chairman and Treasurer shall be members of the Finance and Budget 
Committee with full voting rights. At least one of the members of the Executive Committee shall be 
on each standing committee.  

Scope, Structure, and Duties of Committees  

10.3. The general scope, but not the details of the activities of each committee, shall be determined 
from time to time by resolution of the Executive Committee. Nothing herein shall prohibit the 
appointment of other committees as are deemed necessary by the Executive Committee.  

10.4. Each Standing Committee: 

 shall meet at the call of the Committee Chair, County Chair, or as directed by the Executive 
Committee;  

 shall recommend policies to the Executive Committee; 

 shall implement policies established in its area by the Executive Committee; 

 shall submit an annual report to the County Chair and Secretary by December 31 of each 
year;  

 shall have a chairperson and members appointed by the County Chair and confirmed by the 
Executive Committee;  

 shall not assist candidates in contested primaries, absent an endorsement by the Executive 
Committee;  

 shall have a term of two years, ending on December 31 of even years. 
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Finance and Budget  

10.5. The Finance and Budget Committee shall: 

 develop a budget for the KGOP at the beginning of each year and submit it to the Executive 
Committee for approval;  

 oversee party spending to make sure that the KGOP stays on budget; 

 evaluate the dues structure of the KGOP as necessary.  

Events and Fundraising  

10.6. The Events & Fundraising Committee shall: 

 solicit donors to raise money for the KGOP through mail, email, phone messaging, in person, 
or any manner or method that is effective;  

 develop and oversee fundraising events to raise money for the KGOP; 

 recommend policies regarding KGOP finances which assure financial accountability, 
stability, and legal compliance; 

 plan and carry out all fundraising events, including but not be limited to Lincoln Day (which 
could be run by a subcommittee);  

 oversee financial planning, including preparing an annual budget for the KGOP, which shall 
include specific goals for how much money should be raised;  

 report plans to the Finance and Budget Committee  

Outreach and Public Relations  

10.7. The Outreach and Public Relations Committee shall: 

 reach out to groups that share common interests, generally by attending their meetings. Such 
groups may include, but are not limited to grass roots, veterans, parents' groups, 
homeschoolers, gun groups, churches, businesses, College Republicans, Young Republicans, 
farmers, Michigan Townships Association, and others as may be necessary;  

 coordinate writing of letters to the editor concerning elections and other important issues;  

 assist the leadership in writing press releases and opinion pieces. Anything appearing under 
the name of the KGOP should be approved by the County Chair or the Executive Committee; 

 participate in functions to get the KGOP name out. These could include parades, softball 
games, candidate forums, etc.  

Volunteer Coordination  

10.8. The Volunteer Coordination Committee shall: 

 recruit, train, and place volunteers for central (non-precinct based) KGOP activities; 
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 obtain information on KGOP volunteers from databases, candidates, and other sources and 
use this information to contact volunteers;  

 work with staff to examine, maintain, and expand the KGOP database of volunteers for KGOP 
activities;  

 provide volunteer contact lists for other KGOP committees 

Candidate Recruitment and Assistance  

10.9. The Candidate Recruitment Committee shall: 

 recruit and train candidates for public offices; 

 research past elections, evaluate and recommend campaign strategies, and conduct 
postelection evaluations; 

 coordinate recruitment so that more than one candidate is not recruited for the same office;  

 recruitment should include nonpartisan offices such as city commission, school board, and 
library board;  

 meet with candidates immediately after the filing deadline (primary in the case of contested 
partisan primaries in which the KGOP has not endorsed) and help these candidates establish 
benchmarks and goals;  

 offer assistance and advice from elected officials and experienced campaign managers and 
office workers (this is particularly for first-time candidates); 

 put together booklets of relevant information to give to candidates and offer information about 
campaign schools;  

 attempt to ensure that candidates in competitive elections actively campaign for office;  

 intervene when needed;  

 maintain contact with current elected officials and inform them of local events. 

Planning  

10.10. The Planning Committee shall: 

 evaluate rules and bylaws as necessary;  

 review and recommend changes to these KGOP bylaws; 

 create and maintain a Master Copy of KGOP bylaws and policies;  

 develop a Strategic Plan for the KGOP at the beginning of every two-year cycle and submit 
to the Executive Committee for approval. Incorporate the goals of the officers;  

 develop plans to reform the structures and functions of the Kalamazoo GOP and submit them 
to the Executive Committee for approval as necessary;  
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 be familiar with and guide the KGOP in its compliance with MRP Rules and with Michigan 
law relevant to KGOP operating procedures and practices. 

Membership  

10.11. The Membership Committee shall:  

 report directly to the County Chair; 

 manage and maintain membership records and provide them for establishing the credentials 
of delegates at county conventions and for satisfying the requirements of Article 4.   

 organize efforts to increase membership;  

 perform membership relations;  

 notify KGOP members of membership expiration or termination;  

 develop and establish requirement for members "in good standing."  

Communication and Education  

10.12. The Communication and Education Committee shall: 

 create and maintain policies for KGOP logo's, identity, branding, and messaging;  

 manage all social media and electronic communications for the KGOP;  

 assist all members in utilization of technology to further the KGOP;  

 manage and maintain the day-to-day operations of messaging as directed by the County Chair 
and Officers;  

 research means of communicating KGOP message and activities to the public and our 
members and implement a program for the same.  

Student Committee  

10.13. The Student Committee shall: 

 help better integrate the KGOP with the various student and youth (<35) led organizations in 
Kalamazoo;  

 empower young people to get more involved in the political process and emphasis 
conservative principals;  

 recruit young candidates to run for state and local office, and for KGOP and MRP leadership 
positions. 

Resolutions Committee  

10.14. The Resolutions Committee shall: 

 receive and consider resolutions;  
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 edit them as necessary and forward them to the next meeting of the Executive Committee;  

 attach a recommendation to the resolution at its discretion; 

 research, write, and propose resolutions on its own initiative. 

Additional Committees  

10.15. Additional standing committees or ad hoc committees may be formed as needed by the 
Executive Committee.  

Reports  

10.16. The Committee Secretary should submit written reports to the KGOP Secretary, or as directed 
by the Secretary, after each meeting for dissemination by email to the Executive Committee. Reports 
should include specific information on what the committees did to achieve their duties (e.g. how many 
dollars raised, letters written, etc.) Committees should meet when necessary. This may not be every 
month.  

ARTICLE 11 – CANDIDATES and ENDORSEMENT 

Limitations on Support of Candidates 

11.1. Only those officeholders and candidates who are members of the KGOP shall be eligible to 
receive election assistance of any kind from the KGOP, including endorsement. Judicial officeholders 
and judicial candidates are exempt from this requirement. Statewide candidates and federal candidates 
are exempt from this requirement. 

Endorsements 

11.2. A motion to endorse or disavow a ballot proposal may be adopted by a majority of the Executive 
Committee members present and voting without prior notice. 

11.3. A motion to endorse or disavow a candidate must be made at a meeting of the Executive 
Committee. A motion to endorse or disavow a candidate for any office will not be in order prior to 
the filing deadline for that office. At the following meeting of the Executive Committee, they may, at 
their discretion, attach a recommendation to the motion to endorse or disavow. The motion shall be 
forwarded to the Executive Committee membership along with the notice of the next meeting at which 
the vote will be taken. Two-thirds (2/3) of the members present and voting are required to endorse or 
disavow a candidate. 

Support of Candidates in Primary or Other Elections 

11.4. A candidate for public office who is a member of the KGOP in good standing has the right to 
schedule use of the KGOP office with the Secretary and to place and distribute yard signs and 
literature at the office. 
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11.5. Only candidates who have been endorsed may be considered for allocation of KGOP funds; 
included in phone banks, robo-calls, slate literature, or similar publicity sponsored by KGOP; and/or 
have access to the KGOP database. 

ARTICLE 12 – CONFLICT RESOLUTION and REMOVAL 

12.1. Precinct Delegates are county party positions who serve at pleasure of the Executive Committee.  

12.2. The Executive Committee shall decide all controversies or conflicts arising within its 
jurisdiction. No outside organizations, individuals, groups, district committees, or state committees 
shall be permitted to decide or influence the decision of any controversies or conflicts that arise within 
Kalamazoo County.  

12.3. Any Member or person elected in Kalamazoo County as a Precinct Delegate on the Republican 
side of the ballot may be censured, suspended, or removed from such position for any reason by the 
KGOP Executive Committee, including but not limited to the following: 

a) brings litigation against the KGOP, its Executive Committee, or its Officers  

b) openly supports a member of another political party, runs as a member of another 
political party, or works against the interest of a Republican candidate  

c) is so inactive, irresponsive, destructive, or misrepresentative to the values and/or 
affairs of the KGOP that harm has been caused to the KGOP;diminishes the reputation 
of public officials and with Republican candidates;  

d) failing to qualify as an elector;  

e) willful violation of these rules or working against the interest of the KGOP;  

f) inactivity, neglect, or refusal to perform the duties of the office or position;  

g) causes dissension within the KGOP by encouraging members to ignore the bylaws or 
directives; 

12.4. Before the Executive Committee may undertake any action for censure, suspension, or removal, 
a written complaint setting forth the alleged causes for censure, suspension, or removal and signed by 
no fewer than 5 Members shall be filed with the County Chair with a copy to the Secretary. 

12.5. Within 10 days after receipt of the complaint, the County Chair shall notify the accused and 
supply him/her with a copy of the charges. The accused may file a written answer to the charges 
within 14 days. At the conclusion of this period or upon receipt of the reply, the County Chair, or the 
County Vice Chair (in the event the charge is against the County Chair), shall refer it to the 
Membership Committee.  
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12.6. The Membership Committee shall meet within 10 days to review the complaint and answer and 
may conduct a hearing into the matter upon a majority vote of the committee. Any hearing shall be 
conducted within 21 days of the meeting by the committee. Within 10 days after the hearing, or within 
10 days after the initial meeting in the event no hearing is conducted, the committee shall send a 
recommendation to the Executive Committee, which shall then determine what action shall be taken 
if any, including censure, suspension, or removal by a vote of three-fifths (3/5) of the Executive 
Committee members present at any regular or special meeting for any reason. The accused shall have 
the right to attend the Executive Committee meeting in person and be heard or submit a written 
statement which shall be read at the meeting. The decision of the Executive Committee shall be final. 
There shall be no appeal.   

12.7. Any current or former KGOP Member, non-member, or current or former Precinct Delegate 
who issues a "call to convention" or holds a convention without the authorization of the County Chair 
or otherwise in violation of these bylaws, shall be subject to removal (if not already removed) or shall 
be fined $10,000 plus $100 per day until paid, or both.  

12.8. The KGOP is an autonomous self-governing private political organization. No other county 
committee, district committee, state committee, or political party committee may assert control over 
KGOP. In the event MRP or any of its committees, committeemen or committeewomen, officers, 
legal counsel, employees, or volunteers attempt to or does assert any control on any aspect of KGOP, 
its Statement of Organization, its membership, its Executive Committee, Officers, or operations, MRP 
shall be fined $150,000 payable on demand plus $1,000 per day until paid. The person or persons 
who attempts to or does assert any control shall be fined $10,000 payable on demand plus $100 per 
day until paid. These amounts may be cumulative.  

ARTICLE 13 – DISBURSEMENT OF FUNDS 

Regulations  

13.1. The receipt, maintenance, and disbursement of funds on behalf of the KGOP shall be in 
accordance with written regulations and policies adopted by the Executive Committee. Such 
regulations and policies shall be recommended by the Finance and Budget Committee and shall be 
effective upon approval by a majority of the Executive Committee.  

Banking and Appropriation of Funds  

13.2. All organization funds contributed to or received on behalf of the KGOP shall be deposited in 
a bank. All expenditures, withdrawals or appropriations therefore shall be made only upon the 
authorization of the Officers or the Executive Committee. The Treasurer shall use commonly accepted 
accounting practices and guidance from the appropriate State and Federal regulations as such to 
maintain the organizations compliance in such therein.  

Intent  

13.3. All KGOP funds should be used to further the KGOP's purposes and goals.  
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ARTICLE 14 – AMENDMENTS 

Notice of Proposed Amendments 

14.1. All proposed amendments to these bylaws shall be first submitted in writing and presented to 
the Executive Committee at least one month prior to the date on which such proposed amendments 
are to be voted.  

14.2. The Executive Committee may refer any proposed amendment to the Planning Committee for 
additional study, which shall then make its report on said amendments to the Executive Committee. 

Adoption 

14.3. Adoption of an amendment requires a majority vote of the total voting membership of the 
Executive Committee.  

14.4. These bylaws shall be in full force and effect upon their adoption and shall supersede all bylaws, 
rules, motions, and policies of a contrary nature. 

14.5. Whenever amendments to the bylaws are adopted, the Secretary shall immediately submit the 
amended bylaws to the Secretary of the MRP State Central Committee in order to inform MRP of 
such amendments.  

ARTICLE 15 – RESOLUTIONS 

Adoption  

15.1. Resolutions adopted on behalf of the KGOP must be approved at a regularly scheduled 
Executive Committee meeting by a simple majority vote of the members present.  

Notice of Resolutions  

15.2. Draft resolutions must be distributed to all Executive Committee members at least fourteen (14) 
days prior to the next regularly scheduled Executive Committee meeting. Any resolution brought 
forth without the required notice period shall be tabled until the next regularly scheduled Executive 
Committee meeting, unless the committee suspends said rule by two-thirds (2/3) vote.  

ARTICLE 16 – MEMBERSHIP RESTRICTIONS 

16.1. Any current or former KGOP Member, non-member, or current or former Precinct Delegate 
who brings, maintains, or assists in litigation or has brought, maintained, or assisted in litigation 
against the KGOP, its Executive Committee, or its Officers shall be removed from membership or 
delegate position and shall be ineligible for any future membership or delegate position for ten (10) 
years.  
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ARTICLE I - Name 
  
This Committee shall be identified as the Michigan Republican State Committee and for the 
purpose of these Bylaws, unless otherwise specified, shall be designated as the Committee.  
Notwithstanding the foregoing, the official name of this Committee shall be the “Michigan 
Republican Party”.  
  
  

ARTICLE II – Purposes 
 

  
The purposes of this Committee shall be as follows:  
  
A. To perform all duties delegated to a State Committee by law, and such other duties not 

prohibited by law.  
 

B. To direct, manage and supervise the affairs and business of the Republican Party in 
Michigan.  This shall include, but shall not necessarily be limited to:  

  
1. work for the election of nominees of the Republican Party in Michigan; and  

  
2. work in close cooperation with other Republican state, district and county organizations.  

  
C. To adopt Bylaws by which the Committee shall be governed.  
  

ARTICLE III - Membership And Vacancies 
 

  
A. Regular Members.  The regular members of this Committee shall be seven (7) persons, 

no more than four (4) of which shall be of the same gender (one of whom shall be the 
District Chairman) nominated and elected from each congressional district caucus at the 
Spring State Convention; the Chairman, the Co-Chairman (who shall be the running 
mate of the Chairman), a Coalitions Vice Chairman, an Outreach Vice Chairman, a 
Grassroots Vice Chairman, an Ethnic Vice Chairman, an Administrative Vice Chairman, 
and a Youth Vice Chairman, all of whom shall be nominated and elected at the Spring 
State Convention in odd-numbered years; the Secretary of the Committee who shall be 
elected at the second meeting of the Committee following its election; the Treasurer and 
General Counsel of the Committee who shall be nominated by the Chairman and 
confirmed by the Committee at the second meeting of the Committee following its 
election; the Finance Chairman of the Committee who shall serve at the pleasure of the 
Chairman; the National Committeeman and National Committeewoman selected 
according to law until their successors are elected; and the president of the Republican 
Women's Federation of Michigan; and a Chairman of a county executive committee as 
selected by the County Chair Advisory Committee.  
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B. Ex-Officio Members. The following persons or their designees shall be ex-officio 

members of the Committee:  (1) the Governor, if the Governor is a Republican; (2) the 
Secretary of State, if the Secretary of State is a Republican; (3)the Attorney General, if 
the Attorney General is a Republican; (4) a United States Senator, if the United States 
Senator is a Republican; (5) a Congressman selected from the Republican Caucus of the 
Michigan Congressional Delegation; (6) a Senator selected from the Republican Caucus 
of the Michigan State Senate; (7) a Representative selected from the Republican Caucus 
of the Michigan House of Representatives; and (8) the Chairman of each county 
executive committee during his/her term of office to serve until his/her successor is 
elected or qualified (hereinafter referred to as a "County Ex-Officio Member").  Ex-
Officio members are non-voting members of the Committee except as otherwise 
specifically provided in these Bylaws.  Ex-officio members shall be sent notice of 
Committee meetings in the same manner as regular members of the Committee.    

  
C. Non-Voting Members.  There shall also be seven (7) non-voting members from each of 

the following: Michigan Women's Federation, the Michigan Young Republicans, the 
Michigan Federation of Teenage Republicans, the Michigan Federation of College 
Republicans, the Michigan Black Republican Council, the Michigan Republican 
Nationalities Council, and the Republican National Hispanic Assembly of Michigan, 
with one member from each group to serve on a different Standing Committee.  The 
foregoing members shall be nominated by each of the above-referenced groups, and 
confirmed by appointment of the Chairman.  
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D. Paid Members.  There shall be a "paid member" category of membership of the 
Committee.  For the purposes of these Bylaws, the term "paid member" shall have the 
same meaning as Section 6(2)(a) of the Michigan Campaign Finance Act, or any 
successor or similar statute.  In order to be eligible to become a paid member of the 
Committee on any given date, an individual must make a contribution to the Committee 
within eight (8) years from such date.  If the requirements to become a paid member are 
otherwise met, each regular member, ex-officio member, or non-voting member may 
become a paid member of the Committee.  Except pursuant to written authorization by 
the Chairman or by a majority vote of all of the regular members of the Committee:  (1) 
there shall be no meetings of paid members; (2) paid members shall not have a voice or 
vote on any matter before the Committee or any subcommittee of the Committee; and 
(3) paid members, either individually or collectively, shall have no authority to speak or 
act on behalf of the Committee.  The benefits of being a paid member of the Committee 
shall be determined from time to time by the Chairman.  Notwithstanding anything in 
these Bylaws to the contrary, the Chairman may, at any time and for any reason or no 
reason, terminate an individual's status as a paid member of the Committee.  

  
E. Qualifications and Rights of Regular Members.  Each regular member of the Committee 

shall be a registered voter in Michigan; in the case of District members, a resident of the 
Congressional District such member represents. Regular members shall have the right to 
vote on all matters which come before the Committee, except as otherwise provided in these 
Bylaws. To help defray State Committee Meetings costs, each regular member of the 
Committee must annually contribute at least twenty-five dollars to a regulated fund of the 
Committee by April 1st at 11:59PM. Beginning on April 2nd, the fee increases to at least 
fifty dollars.  Failure of a regular member of the Committee to contribute to a regulated fund 
of the Committee on or before April 2nd shall result in the automatic suspension of all rights 
and privileges of such regular member until the contribution is made. Any person filling a 
vacancy shall have 60 days to make a $25 contribution, thereafter it shall increase to $50. 
No individual may serve as a regular member of the Committee in more than one capacity; 
consequently, in the event that an individual (currently serving as a regular member of the 
Committee) is subsequently selected to serve as a regular member of the Committee in 
another capacity, the regular member position first held by such person shall automatically 
become vacant, to be filled pursuant to these Bylaws.  
 

F. Qualifications And Rights Of County Ex-Officio Members.  In the event that:  (1) a 
county ex-officio member resigns from this Committee, is removed from this 
Committee, or refuses to serve as an ex-officio  member of this Committee; (2) a county 
ex-officio member is selected to serve as a regular member of this Committee; (3) there 
are Co-Chairmen from a particular county; (4) a county ex-officio member of this 
Committee resigns or is removed as Chairman of the county executive committee; or (5) 
there exists any other issue relating to the qualifications of a county ex-officio member 
to serve on this Committee, then in such an event, the county executive committee of the 
county in question shall determine the county ex-officio member to serve on this 
Committee. Each county ex-officio member shall be a registered voter of the county such 
member represents. If a county ex-officio member is not present for any particular meeting, 
the county ex-officio member may provide a proxy or, if no proxy is provided, the county 
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ex-officio member's county executive committee may designate a substitute county ex-
officio member; provided, however, that the proxy or substitute county ex-officio member 
must be a registered voter of the county ex-officio member's county.  Each county ex-officio 
member of the Committee must be a financial contributor to a regulated fund of the 
Committee each calendar year; failure of a county ex-officio member of the Committee to 
contribute to a regulated fund of the Committee by March 1st in each calendar year shall 
automatically suspend all rights and privileges of such member until the contribution is made 
in that calendar year.     

  
G. District Chairman Vacancies.  A permanent vacancy in the District Chairman position 

arising from any cause whatsoever shall be filled by the committee of the Congressional 
District in which the vacancy arises within sixty (60) days after such vacancy arises.  The 
position of District Chairman may be filled without respect to gender, even though the 
selection of a replacement District Chairman may cause five (5) men and two (2) women, 
or five (5) women and two (2) men, to be the regular members of this Committee from 
such Congressional District.  Notice in writing to the Chairman of the State Committee 
of the name and address of the person selected to fill the vacancy shall be signed by the 
Acting Chairman of the Committee of the appropriate Congressional District.  
Notwithstanding anything in these Bylaws to the contrary:  (1) In no event shall there be 
more than five (5) men or five (5) women as regular members of this Committee from 
any Congressional District; and (2) only in the event of a vacancy in the District 
Chairman position will these Bylaws ever permit more than four (4) men or more than 
four (4) women as regular members of this Committee from any Congressional District.    

  
H. District Member Vacancies.  Permanent vacancies in District membership, other than 

District Chairman, arising from any cause whatsoever shall be filled by the committee 
of the Congressional District in which the vacancy arises within sixty (60) days after 
such vacancy arises.  A permanent vacancy in District membership (other than District 
Chairman as provided for in Article III, Section G) must be replaced with a qualified 
person of the same gender as the person he or she is replacing as a regular member of 
this Committee; provided, however, if such Congressional District has replaced its 
District Chairman so that there are five (5) men or five (5) women as regular members 
of this Committee from such Congressional District (as provided in Article III, Section 
G), then a permanent vacancy in the District membership must be replaced with a 
qualified person of the gender which will result in no more than four (4) men or four (4) 
women as the regular members of this Committee from such Congressional District.  
Notice in writing to the Chairman of the State Committee of the name and address of the 
person selected to fill the vacancy shall be signed by the Chairman of the Committee of 
the appropriate Congressional District.  
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I. When A District Member Has Not Provided A Proxy.  If a District member is not present 

for a particular meeting and has not provided for a proxy, the District Chairman, or in 
his absence, the remaining members present from the absent member's Congressional 
District, may select a registered voter from their Congressional District to fill the 
vacancy for that meeting only.  If the absent member should subsequently appear during 
the course of the meeting, said regular member shall regain full voting rights.  

  
J. When Any Regular Member Other Than A District Member Has Not Provided A Proxy.  

If any other regular member of the Committee is not present for a particular meeting and 
is not represented by proxy, that position shall not be filled by any other person.  

  
K. Removal Of Members.   

 
1. Removal By The Committee. Any member may be removed as a member of this 

Committee by the Committee upon a seventy-five percent (75%) vote of the 
Committee present and voting as any meeting of the Committee, provided there is a 
quorum present, and such seventy-five percent (75%) vote must be made in person 
by such members and not by proxy; provided, further, that in order to bring the 
question before the Committee as to the removal of a member, a petition requesting 
that such a vote be taken, bearing the signatures of at least fifty percent (50%) of the 
entire Committee (no proxies allowed), shall be filed with the Chairman (or, if the 
Chairman is the member in question, then such petition shall be filed with the 
Secretary). 
 

2. Procedures for Removal.  Since removal by the Committee is discretionary, there 
shall be no formal procedures required to remove a member as a member of this 
Committee.    

  
L. When An Officer Becomes A Candidate.  Should any Committee officer become a 

candidate for State or Federal elective office prior to a primary by announcing his or her 
candidacy or forming, or authorizing or acquiescing in the formation of an exploratory 
or draft committee on his or her behalf, that officer shall immediately, effective on the 
day of the announcement of such a candidacy effort, take a leave of absence from his or 
her office.  

  
During that sixty (60) day period, that officer shall have none of the titles, rights, powers, 
resources and perquisites of his or her office.  
  
On or before the expiration of that sixty (60) day period, that officer shall notify the State 
Party Chairman (or Co-Chairman in the event the Chairman is the officer in question) of 
that officer's determination to continue or discontinue his or her candidacy.  
  
Should that officer determine to discontinue his or her candidacy, then that officer shall 
immediately resume his or her office and all the rights, titles, powers, resources and 
perquisites of that office.  
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In the event that the officer determines to continue his or her candidacy, or fails to notify 
the Chairman (or Co-Chairman in the event the Chairman is the officer in question), or 
refuses to comply with any of the terms of this Section, then that officer shall 
automatically be deemed a candidate and shall no longer have the titles, rights, powers, 
resources and perquisites of his or her former office.  
 
If, prior to the passage of sixty (60) days, the deadline passes for candidates to enter the 
race in question and the officer is the only Republican candidate for the post, the officer 
shall immediately submit his or her resignation to a committee comprised of the State 
Chairman or, in his absence, the Co-Chairman, the Chairman of the Budget Committee, 
and the Chairman of the Policy Committee. Said committee shall then meet and either:  

  
1. accept the resignation of the officer, declare the post vacant, and initiate the process 

set forth in these Bylaws for filling the officer vacancy; or  
  
2. grant the officer a leave of absence through the general election. In the event this 

course is followed, the State Chairman or the Co-Chairman shall, with the State 
Committee's approval, designate an individual to handle the officer's duties in an 
acting capacity until the general election; or  

  
3. permit the officer to resume his or her duties. Should the committee choose to follow 

this course of action, it shall reconvene every thirty (30) days until the general 
election, at which time the committee shall either continue the candidate active status 
or, instead, follow one of the alternative courses of action set forth above.  

  
M. Conflicts Of Interest.    

  
1. Purpose.  The purpose of this Section is to protect the character and integrity of the 

Committee and the shared values of all Republicans by adopting conflict of interest 
rules that address both actual conflicts of interests and those situations that may give 
rise to the appearance of a conflict of interest.  Underlying these rules is the 
recognition that service on the Committee is a privilege and appropriate measures 
must be instituted to protect the integrity of the Republican Party.    

 
  

2. Disclosure.  All members of this Committee must disclose the following:  
 

  
a. The receipt of any compensation that exceeds $500 dollars in value on an annual 

basis from any candidate or candidate committee for election to any state or Federal 
office; any officeholder who is subject to election under the laws of the State of 
Michigan or the United States of America; any political party or committee subject 
to the reporting requirements of the Michigan Campaign Finance Act or the Federal 
Election Campaign Act (or any successor statute) including candidate committees, 
political committees, and independent committees or political action committees 
commonly known commonly as “pacs”.  This Subsection is intended to cover anyone 
who receives $500 or more from any candidate, committee, or officeholder subject 
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to the reporting requirements of state or Federal law, including employees of the 
Committee.  This Subsection is not intended to cover public employees subject to 
civil service rules; only political appointees or contract employees of an officeholder 
need disclose.  This Subsection is only intended to cover candidates or committees 
that participate in state or Federal elections in the State of Michigan.    

 
b. For purposes of the conflict of interest rules, “compensation” includes, but is not 

limited to, any of the following: money, contract, property, gift, gift card or 
certificate, fee, contribution, rebate, discount, loan, office, position, appointment, 
job, employment; or any agreement to provide the foregoing or any other service or 
item having value.    

 
  

c. Since the Committee is a political organization, it is recognized that the members of 
this Committee may receive complimentary tickets or promotional gifts from 
candidates or other political organizations.  Accordingly, “comp” or free tickets to 
fundraisers, rallies or other political events are not considered compensation as 
defined above regardless of the face value price of the ticket unless the member 
receives something of value other than attendance, food and drink at the fundraiser, 
rally, or event.   

 
  

d. Food and drink provided at a campaign center or on the campaign trail and campaign 
or issue-related clothes are excluded from this provision.  

 
  

3. Spouses.  If the spouse of a member of this Committee would meet the criteria for 
disclosure under Subsection 2 above, then the member must disclose said compensation.    

 
  

4. Ownership.  If a member of this Committee has any ownership interest in any company 
or entity that fits the criteria for disclosure under Subsection 2 of this Section, then the 
member must disclose said ownership and compensation.  

 
  

5. Form Of Disclosure.  The Chairman or Chairman's designee shall design a disclosure 
form for purposes of this Section.    

 
  

6. Compliance Officer.  The Chairman shall appoint a compliance officer to accept and 
maintain a record of all such disclosures for at least three (3) years.  This compliance 
officer may be either a paid employee of the Committee or unpaid volunteer.  However, 
in all circumstances, the list of disclosures must be maintained by the Committee and 
available to any current member of the Committee.  
 

7. Time Of Disclosure.  All members who are subject to disclosure pursuant to this Section, 
must disclose within thirty (30) days of meeting the $500 threshold.  The member must 
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provide the disclosure in writing to the Chairman’s designated compliance officer.  The 
compliance officer shall provide a list of disclosures monthly to the Chairman and the 
Chairman of each standing committee. Any member who is required to disclose by virtue 
of his or her status as employee of an elected Michigan or Federal officeholder need only 
disclose one time during the course of employment by that officeholder.  

 
  

8. Current Officers And Members.  Any current members of the Committee who meet the 
criteria for disclosure under Subsection 2 are not required to disclose until ninety (90) 
days after the adoption of this rule.    

 
  

9. Determination Of Violation.  The compliance officer appointed in Subsection 6 above, 
either after receiving a complaint or utilizing his or her own discretion, will make a 
recommendation to the Policy Committee whether or not a violation of this Section has 
occurred.  The Policy Committee, in turn, shall make a recommendation to this 
Committee whether or not a violation of this Section has occurred.  Thereafter, whether 
or not a violation of this Section has been committed shall be determined by a sixty-six 
and two-thirds percent (66.67%) vote of the regular members of this Committee.    

 
  

10. Penalty.  Any member of the Committee who violates this Section shall lose their 
position on the Committee and shall remain ineligible for service on the Committee for 
a period of five (5) years from the time of discovery of the violation.  An expelled 
member may become eligible for membership on the Committee before the five (5) year 
penalty period expires only if his or her penalty is waived by a majority vote of the 
regular members of the Committee.    

 
  
  

ARTICLE IV - Officers 
  
 
A. Officers.  The Committee shall have the following officers, none of whom need be a duly 

selected or elected member of the Committee from a Congressional District prior to 
becoming an officer of the Committee:  

  
1.  Chairman;  
2.  Co-Chairman;  
3.  Coalitions Vice Chairman;  
4.  Outreach Vice Chairman;  
5.   Grassroots Vice Chairman;  
6.    Ethnic Vice Chairman;  
7.    Administrative Vice Chairman;  
8.    Youth Vice Chairman, who when elected shall not have obtained the age of 25;  
9.    Secretary;  
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10.  Treasurer;  
11.  General Counsel; and  
12.  Finance Chairman.  

  
B. Election Of Secretary, Treasurer, And General Counsel.  The Secretary, Treasurer, and 

General Counsel shall be selected at the second regular meeting of the Committee after its 
election, and they shall hold office until their successors are elected and qualified.  They 
shall have the right to vote on all matters which come before the Committee except for the 
election of its officers, including their successors, unless they be convention-elected 
members.  

  
C. Vacancy In Office Of Chairman.  In the event the office of Chairman becomes vacant, the 

Co-Chairman shall become Acting Chairman until a successor is elected at the next meeting 
of the Committee (unless the call for the next meeting of the Committee has already been 
issued before the vacancy occurs, in which case a successor shall be selected at the meeting 
following the next meeting after the vacancy occurs).  In the event the Co-Chairman is unable 
to serve, the office of Acting Chairman shall pass to the Secretary, Treasurer, General 
Counsel, and Finance Chairman, in that order.  

  
D. Vacancy In Offices Of Secretary, General Counsel, Co-Chairman Or Any Vice Chairman.  

In the event the office of Secretary, General Counsel, , Co-Chairman or any Vice Chairman 
becomes vacant, a successor shall be selected at the next meeting of the Committee (unless 
the call for the next meeting of the Committee has already been issued before the vacancy 
occurs, in which case a successor shall be selected at the meeting following the next meeting 
after the vacancy occurs), which meeting shall be in part called for that purpose.  

  
E. Vacancy In Office Of Treasurer.  In the event the office of Treasurer becomes vacant, the 

Secretary shall become the Acting Treasurer until a successor is elected at the next meeting 
of the Committee (unless the call for the next meeting of the Committee has already been 
issued before the vacancy occurs, in which case a successor shall be selected at the meeting 
following the next meeting after the vacancy occurs), which meeting shall be in part called 
for that purpose. In the event the Secretary is unable to become Acting Treasurer, the office 
shall pass to the General Counsel and Finance Chairman, in that order, until a successor is 
elected at the next meeting of the Committee.  

  



 

 12 

F. Selection Method Of Filling Vacancies.  In the event that the office of Chairman, Secretary, 
or any Vice Chairman becomes vacant, a successor shall be selected by the Committee.  In 
the event that the office of Co-Chairman, Treasurer, or General Counsel  becomes vacant, a 
successor shall be selected by nomination by the Chairman and confirmation by the 
Committee.  

 

G. Removal Of Officers.  
  

1. Removal By The Chairman.  The Chairman shall have the power to declare vacant the 
seat of any officer who refuses to support the Republican nominee for any office within 
the State of Michigan.  
 

2. Removal By The Committee.  Any officer may be removed as an officer and member of 
this Committee by the Committee upon a seventy-five percent (75%) vote of the 
Committee present and voting at any meeting of the Committee, provided there is a 
quorum present, and such seventy-five percent (75%) vote must be made in person by 
such members and not by proxy; provided, further, that in order to bring the question 
before the Committee as to the removal of an officer, a petition requesting that such a 
vote be taken, bearing the signatures of at least fifty percent (50%) of the entire 
Committee (no proxies allowed), shall be filed with the Chairman (or, if the Chairman 
is the officer in question, then such petition shall be filed with the Secretary).  

  
3. Procedures For Removal.  Since removal by the Chairman or by the Committee is 

discretionary, there shall be no formal procedures required to remove an officer as an 
officer and member of this Committee.  

  
4. Selection Of Successor.  In the event of the removal of an officer, a successor shall be 

selected at the next meeting of the Committee, which meeting shall be in part called for 
that purpose.  Upon removal, an officer shall not be eligible to become a member of this 
Committee for the remainder of the term of office for which such officer was removed.  

  
  

ARTICLE V - Duties Of Officers 
 

 

A. Chairman.  The Chairman shall preside at all meetings of the Committee, and the 
Chairman or his/her designee shall sign all contracts, agreements and documents, submit 
reports to the Committee at each meeting of the Committee and at such other meetings 
as the Committee, by resolution or motion, may require, appoint and hire such employees 
as the business of the Committee may require, and shall perform such other duties as 
these Bylaws provide and as the Committee shall from time to time designate.  The 
Chairman shall be an ex-officio member of all standing committees and of all sub-
committees.  The Chairman’s compensation, if compensation is to be accepted by the 
Chairman, shall be no less than the salary of the Senate Majority Leader and no more 
than the salary of the Governor, as approved by the Budget Committee.  
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B. Co-Chairman.  The Co-Chairman shall be a registered voter (and in his/her absence the 

Secretary) shall have like power as the Chairman in the absence of the Chairman, and 
shall perform such other duties as the Committee may determine.  The Co-Chairman 
shall be an ex-officio member of all committees of which the Chairman serves as an ex-
officio member.   

  
C. Coalitions Vice Chairman.  Shall serve ex-officio as a member of all committees, and 

shall supervise and direct all coalition building activities, including activities relating to 
senior citizens, women, union members, blue collar workers, white collar workers, 
professionals, small businessmen, farmers, sportsmen, conservationists and any other 
group that should rightfully be a part of the Republican Party coalition.  The Coalitions 
Vice Chairman shall perform such other duties as the Committee or the Chairman may 
determine.  

  
D. Outreach Vice Chairman.  Shall serve ex-officio as a member of all committees, and 

shall supervise and direct all activities necessary to deliver the Republican message, 
including activities relating to media, letters to the editor, local cable access, Internet, 
assisting candidates with editorial boards, endorsements, and arranging for speakers to 
spread the Republican message.  The Outreach Vice Chairman shall perform such other 
duties as the Committee or the Chairman may determine.  

  
E. Grassroots Vice Chairman.  Shall serve ex-officio as a member of all committees, and 

shall supervise and direct all activities relating to precinct delegate recruitment, voter 
registration, volunteers, and get-out-the-vote efforts.  The Grassroots Vice Chairman 
shall perform such other duties as the Committee or the Chairman may determine.  

  
F. Ethnic Vice Chairman.  Shall serve ex-officio as a member of all committees, and shall 

supervise and direct all ethnic activities designed to attract citizens of every race, color, 
creed, and nationality to the Republican Party.  The Ethnic Vice Chairman shall perform 
such other duties as the Committee or the Chairman may determine.  

  
G. Administrative Vice Chairman.  Shall serve ex-officio as a member of all committees, 

and shall supervise and direct all activities relating to conventions, candidate events, and 
conferences.  The Administrative Vice Chairman shall perform such other duties as the 
Committee or the Chairman may determine.  

  
H. Youth Vice Chairman.  Shall serve ex-officio as a member of all committees, and shall 

supervise and direct all youth activities of the Party.  The Youth Vice Chairman shall 
perform such other duties as the Committee or the Chairman may determine.  
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I.  Secretary.  The Secretary  or the Secretary's designee(s) shall keep an accurate record 
of the minutes of each meeting of the Committee and of the reports of the subcommittees, 
shall give notice to the membership of all meetings by sending same to the post office 
address of the member recorded with the Committee, make written report to the 
Committee at each meeting, perform such other duties as these Bylaws provide and as 
this Committee shall from time to time require.  

  
J. Treasurer.  The Treasurer or the Treasurer's designee(s) shall comply with all applicable 

laws and receive all monies paid to the Committee and deposit the same in the name of 
the Committee in a bank designated by the Budget Committee, pay all bills charged to 
the Committee when authorized by the Chairman, or in his/her absence the Co-Chairman 
of the Committee, sign and execute contracts, agreements and documents with the 
Chairman in the manner set forth in paragraph (A) above, keep accurate account of all 
receipts and disbursements in proper books, which books shall at all times be open to 
inspection and examination of the Budget Committee, shall render statements of the 
financial condition of the Committee to the Committee at each meeting, make an Annual 
Statement and report to the Committee at each meeting of the year, have books audited 
or reviewed for each preceding election cycle by certified public accountants proposed 
by the Chairman and approved by the Budget Committee.   

  
The Treasurer shall turn over to his successor all funds, money and books, accounts, 
files, letters, papers and other property pertaining to or associated with the affairs and 
business of the Committee.  The Treasurer shall be a non-voting member of the Budget 
Committee.  

  
K. General Counsel.  The General Counsel shall advise the Committee, its standing 

committees and its officers on all legal matters involving the Committee, and shall 
perform such additional duties as may be assigned to him or her by the Chairman and/or 
Committee.  

  
L. Finance Chairman.  The Finance Chairman shall supervise the Committee's fundraising 

activities subject to the direction of the Chairman and the Committee, and shall perform 
such other additional duties as may be assigned to him or her by the Chairman and/or 
Committee.  

  
M.  Meetings Of Vice Chairmen.  The Co-Chairman and all Vice Chairmen shall meet as a 

group at least five (5) times in each calendar year at the call of the Chairman.  
 

N. Officers Prohibited from Convention and Primary Candidate Endorsements.  Officers of 
this Committee, as set forth in Article IV(A), are prohibited from endorsing candidates 
seeking nomination in a convention of this Committee or Republican primary.  Such an 
endorsement shall constitute a conflict of interest and the offending conduct shall be 
reviewed by the Policy Committee pursuant to its Determination of Violation and 
Penalty procedures as set forth in Article III(M)(9) and (10). 
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ARTICLE VI - Meetings 
 
 

A. Regular Meetings.  The first meeting of this Committee after its members have been 
elected shall be called by the Chairman within 24 hours after the State Convention is 
adjourned.  There shall be at least five (5) meetings of the Committee in each calendar 
year.  

  
B. Special Meetings.  Special meetings of the Committee may be called by the Chairman 

when the business of the Committee requires the same, and the Chairman shall call a 
special meeting of the Committee on written request of one-third of the members of the 
Committee, jointly or severally, within 15 days after such written request has been filed 
with the Chairman.  Upon failure to do so, any such member can give notice five (5) 
days before such meeting. Notices of special meetings shall state the purpose of such 
meetings.  

  
C. Quorum.  A majority of the total membership of the Committee present in person or by 

proxy shall constitute a quorum to transact all business of the Committee except where 
the action of the Committee requires a larger number of members as specially set forth 
in these Bylaws.  

  
D. Proxy Voting.  Those authorized to vote may vote in person or by proxy at any meeting 

of the Committee, provided that such person shall be allowed to cast only one vote on 
each item of business transacted.  Any person voting a proxy of a District member must 
be a qualified elector from that member's Congressional District.  Any person voting a 
proxy of any other regular member must be a qualified elector of the State of Michigan.    

  
E. Roll Call Votes.  All roll call votes shall begin with the Congressional District in which 

the meeting is being held, proceeding in ascending numerical order by Congressional 
District until the votes of the highest numbered district have been cast, then continuing 
in ascending order from the First District until all district members have been called. 
Officers shall vote after the completion of the roll call of the district members.  

 
F. Meetings By Conference Telephone Or Similar Communications Equipment. Any 

meeting called by the State Chairman may be by a conference telephone or similar 
communications equipment by which all persons participating in the meeting may hear 
each other if all participants are advised of the communications equipment and the names 
of the participants in the conference are divulged to all participants.  Participation in a 
meeting held pursuant to this section constitutes presence in person at the meeting.  If 
any person chooses to vote by proxy at a meeting held pursuant to this section, written 
authorization to vote by proxy must be received by the State Chairman prior to the 
commencement of such a meeting.  

  
G. Notices.  For the purposes of these Bylaws, the term "mail" shall be defined as mail by 

the U.S. Postal Service, electronic mail, facsimile transmission, private mail delivery 
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service, or personal delivery.  Any notices or notification pursuant to these Bylaws may 
be sent by any reasonable means, including, but not limited to, by the U.S. Postal Service, 
electronic mail, facsimile transmission, private mail delivery service, telephone or 
personal delivery.   
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ARTICLE VII - Committees 
  
 

A. Standing Committees.  There shall be appointed the following standing committees at 
the second regular meeting of this Committee:  

  
1. Policy Committee.  This committee shall consist of one regular member from each 

congressional district committee.  This committee shall make recommendations to 
the State Chairman, recommend Party policy and establish programs for 
implementation by the other standing committees.    

  
2. Budget Committee.  This committee shall consist of one regular member from each 

congressional district committee.  This committee shall maintain budget control, 
review and approve financial spending, and promote sound fiscal policy.  

  
3. Issues Committee.  This committee shall consist of one regular member from each 

congressional district committee.  This committee shall research, study and evaluate 
issue positions for consideration by the State Committee or State Conventions.  The 
following persons or their designees shall be ex-officio members of this committee:  
(1) the Governor, if the Governor is a Republican; (2) the Secretary of State, if the 
Secretary of State is a Republican; (3)the Attorney General, if the Attorney General 
is a Republican; (4) a United States Senator, if the United States Senator is a 
Republican; (5) a Congressman selected from the Republican Caucus of the 
Michigan Congressional Delegation; (6) a Senator selected from the Republican 
Caucus of the Michigan State Senate; and (7) a Representative selected from the 
Republican Caucus of the Michigan House of Representatives.  Ex-Officio members 
are non-voting members of this committee.   

    
B. Additional Standing Committees Appointed By The Chairman.  At all times, the 

Chairman shall have the discretion to create and dissolve additional standing 
committees, and to assign such purposes and duties to each of such standing committees 
as the Chairman shall determine.  The purposes and duties of all newly-created standing 
committees shall be subject to confirmation by the Committee at the first meeting of the 
Committee following the creation of the standing committee in question.   

  
C. Committee Assignments.  The State Chairman shall be empowered to determine the 

membership and numbers of members of each standing committee at all times, provided, 
however, that the Policy Committee, Budget Committee, and Issues Committee must 
only consist of one regular member from each congressional district committee.  
Members may serve on multiple standing committees; provided, however, no member 
shall serve on more than one (1) of the following standing committees:  Policy 
Committee, Budget Committee, and Issues Committee.  Any voting member of the State 
Committee is eligible for membership to any additional standing committee.  
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D. Standing Committee Officers.  The Chairman of each standing committee shall preside 

at all meetings of the committee, appoint sub-committees as deemed necessary, and shall 
perform such other duties as these Bylaws provide.  The Vice Chairman shall have like 
power as the Chairman in the absence of the Chairman, may serve on all other 
committees in like capacity when the Chairman cannot attend, and shall perform such 
other duties as the committee may determine.  If the standing committee determines that 
a Secretary is necessary, then a Secretary of each standing committee, or the Secretary’s 
designee, shall keep an accurate record of the minutes of each meeting of the standing 
committee, and shall perform such other duties as the committee may determine.  Each 
standing committee shall have the right to adopt its own rules and procedures not 
inconsistent with these rules and with Robert's Rules of Order, Newly Revised.  

  
E. Notice Of Standing Committee Meetings.  Notice of subsequent meetings of each 

standing committee shall be mailed to each member thereof at least five (5) days before 
the date of the meeting by the Secretary thereof.  Such meetings may be called by the 
Chairman of the standing committee or by any five (5) members of that committee.  

  
F. Sub-Committees.  Each standing committee shall have the authority and power to 

appoint sub-committees which may include individuals who are not State Committee 
members.  Each sub-committee so appointed shall include in its membership a person or 
persons from the standing committee who shall report directly to the standing committee.  

  
G. County Chair Advisory Committee.  A minimum of ten (10) county chairmen shall be 

selected by the State Party Chairman to become members of this committee.  This 
Committee shall meet a minimum of two (2) times in each calendar year at the call of 
the Chairman.  

  
H. Quorum For Standing Committee Meetings.  It shall be necessary to have a quorum 

present at every standing committee meeting, consisting of not less than a majority of 
the membership of such committee present in person or by proxy, before any standing 
committee business may be transacted; provided, however, that a quorum be present at 
a Budget Committee meeting shall consist of not less than two-fifths of the membership 
of such committee in person, before any Budget Committee business may be transacted.  

  
I. Committees For Certain Definite Purposes.  Committees for certain definite purposes 

may be appointed from time to time in the manner provided by any adopted resolution 
of the State Committee.   

  
  

ARTICLE VIII - Resolutions And Rules 
 
 

Prior to action by the Michigan Republican State Committee, a resolution or rule (including, 
without limitation, rules for the selection of delegates to conventions, or rules to supersede state 
election law) must first be submitted in writing to the appropriate standing committee not less 
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than fourteen (14) days prior to said committee meeting, by delivery of a copy of said resolution 
or rule to the Chairman or Secretary of said committee, and to the State Chairman.  A copy 
thereof shall be mailed to all State Committee members not less than seven (7) days prior to their 
next meeting, provided that the foregoing provisions may be waived by a majority vote of the 
respective committee.  After action by the appropriate standing committee, a resolution or rule 
shall be presented to the State Committee separate from the committee's report.  
  

 

ARTICLE IX - National Committee 
  
 
A.  Relationship With National Committee.  The Committee shall maintain a good working 

relationship with the Republican National Committee and shall assist that Committee in 
the achievement of its goals.  

  
B.  Election Of National Committeeman And Committeewoman.  The Republican National 

Committeeman and Committeewoman from Michigan shall be elected by and at the 
same convention which elects delegates to the Republican National Convention.  They 
shall serve until their successors are elected and qualified. They shall be qualified 
electors of Michigan.  

  
C.  Vacancy In Office Of National Committeeman Or Committeewoman.  In the event that 

either office becomes vacant prior to the convening of a state convention to elect 
National Convention delegates, this Committee shall elect a successor at the next 
meeting of the Committee, which meeting shall be in part called for that purpose.  

  
  

ARTICLE X - Conventions 
 
 

A.  Selection Of Delegates To The Republican National Convention.  The Committee may 
adopt rules for the selection of delegates to the Republican National Convention.  
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B.  State Conventions.  The time, manner, and place for holding State Conventions shall be 
consistent with the Michigan Election Law, MCL 168.1 et seq.; provided, however, that 
the Committee may determine that the time, manner, and/or place for holding State 
Conventions shall be inconsistent with the Michigan Election Law upon the favorable 
vote of sixty-six and two-thirds percent (66.67%) of the Committee present and voting, 
provided there is a quorum present, and such favorable sixty-six and two-thirds percent 
(66.67%) vote must be made in person by such members and not by proxy.  

  
C.  Certain County And Congressional District Conventions.  The Committee shall 

determine the time and manner for holding all county and congressional district 
conventions whereby delegates to a State Convention are selected.  

  
D. Candidates As Convention Delegates.  All incumbent members of the state legislature 

and the Michigan Congressional Delegation shall be entitled to attend a county or district 
convention as delegates at-large of the county or district convention where such 
legislator resides.   

  
The most recent person nominated as a Republican candidate for state legislative or 
county office shall also be a delegate at-large to the county or district convention where 
such nominee resides.  
  
In addition to the proportionate number of delegates allocated to each county or district 
to be elected to attend a State Convention, all incumbent members of the state legislature 
and the Michigan Congressional Delegation shall be entitled to attend a State Convention 
as delegates at-large of the congressional district in which he or she resides.  

  
  

ARTICLE XI - Organization Of The Michigan Republican Party 
  
 

A. Structure.  The Michigan Republican Party is essentially comprised of the following 
types of party committees:  

  
 1.      the Committee as organized pursuant to these Bylaws;  
  
 2.      congressional district committees; and  
  
 3.      county executive committees.  

  
B. Non-Affiliation Of Political Party Committees.  Although the Committee works in 

cooperation with congressional district and county party organizations, the Committee 
is not "affiliated" with the congressional district and county party organizations so that 
any contributions made by these political party committees shall be presumed to be made 
by one political committee under the Federal Election Campaign Act, 2 USC § 431 et 
seq., and corresponding regulations or under the Michigan Campaign Finance Act, MCL 
169.201 et seq.  No provision in these Bylaws shall be interpreted to allow funds to be 
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transferred between political party committees for the purpose of funneling funds to 
avoid the contribution limitations of 2 USC § 441a(a)(5).  Political party committees 
shall not make any contributions in cooperation, consultation or concert with, or at the 
request or suggestion of any other political party committee.  No provision in these 
Bylaws shall be interpreted to allow any political party committee to control any other 
political party committee so that any contributions made by these political party 
committees shall be presumed to be made by one political committee under the Federal 
Election Campaign Act, 2 USC § 431 et seq., and corresponding regulations or under the 
Michigan Campaign Finance Act, MCL 169.201 et seq.  

  
 

ARTICLE XII - Congressional District Committees 
  
 

A. Number.  There shall be one congressional district committee in each congressional 
district in the State of Michigan.  Each congressional district committee shall adopt its 
own bylaws and rules of procedure.  

  
B. Organization.  Each congressional district shall elect a congressional district chairman, 

a vice-chairman, a secretary, a treasurer, six (6) members of the Committee (as selected 
pursuant to Article III, Section A) and a committee of fifteen (15) members (for a total 
of twenty-five (25) committee members) to serve for two-year terms or until their 
successors are duly elected and qualified.  The congressional district officers and 
committees shall be elected at the Spring State Convention in every odd numbered year.  
Permanent vacancies in district committee membership shall be filled by the 
congressional district committee in which such vacancy occurs consistent with the 
bylaws of such congressional district committee.    

  
C. Legislators As Additional Members Of Congressional District Committees.  A 

congressional district committee may adopt bylaws allowing members of the state 
legislature and the Michigan Congressional Delegation who reside in that district to be 
members of the congressional district committee, in addition to the committee of twenty-
five (25) described in Article XII, Sections A and B.  

  
D. Membership Requirements.  No person shall vote or hold any office or position in any 

congressional district committee unless he or she is at that time a resident of that 
congressional district, except members of the state legislature whose districts are located 
in whole or in part in the congressional district.  
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E. Filling Vacancies.  For congressional districts whose boundaries fall entirely within 

Wayne County, the congressional district committees thereof shall nominate candidates 
to fill vacancies that occur in county wide offices, township offices, city offices, or any 
other office (including state legislative or congressional offices), the electoral district of 
which is entirely within the boundaries of the congressional district.  If the office to be 
filled comprises more than one congressional district, the congressional district 
committee(s) and congressional district portion committee(s) of such congressional 
districts shall nominate candidates to fill these vacancies.  

  
F. Vice Chairmen.  Congressional district committees are encouraged to select vice 

chairmen, assigning such titles and duties as the six vice chairmen of the Michigan 
Republican State Committee in order to work with the respective Vice Chairmen of the 
Michigan Republican State Committee.  

  
 

ARTICLE XIII - County Executive Committees And Optional County Party Committees 
  
 

A. Number.  There are as many as eighty-two (82) county executive committees and four 
(4) congressional district portion committees in the State of Michigan.  The county 
executive committee of each county shall adopt its own bylaws and rules of procedure.  

  
B. Membership.  In even numbered years, the delegates to the fall county convention in 

each county except Wayne County, shall convene at the call of the county chairperson 
within thirty (30) days following the November election (the "Post-election 
Convention") to select a number of persons equal to the number of county offices and 
state legislative offices for which candidates were nominated at the last two (2) preceding 
fall primary elections, who, together with the persons most recently nominated by the 
party for each of those offices shall constitute the executive committee for that county.  
A nominee for state legislative office shall be a nominee member of the county executive 
committee for each county which, in whole or part, comprises such nominee's state 
legislative district.  Additionally, a person who is a Republican statewide officeholder 
shall be a member of the executive committee for the county in which such person 
resides during his or her term of office.  The term of office of a county executive 
committee commences at the adjournment of the Post-Election Convention and 
terminates at the adjournment of the next even numbered year Post-Election Convention.  
When a new nomination or an appointment of a Republican to fill a vacancy is made for 
an office, the nominee for which is entitled to serve as a member of the executive 
committee, the new nominee or Republican appointee shall replace the former nominee 
as a member of the executive committee.  If a vacancy occurs in the position of a nominee 
member of the executive committee, the vacancy may only be filled by the person who 
is the new nominee or Republican appointee for the office in question.  If a vacancy 
occurs in the position of a delegate-appointed member of the executive committee, the 
remaining executive committee members shall fill the vacancy.  Except as otherwise 
provided in this section, the executive committee may appoint the officers it considers 

Matt DePerno
Highlight
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proper to carry out the purposes of the executive committee, and may fill a vacancy in 
any of its offices.  

 
C.  Officers.  Within thirty (30) days following the convening of the fall county convention 

the executive committee, acting without the officers of the county committee (if any) 
who are not otherwise members of the executive committee, shall meet and select a 
temporary chairman and temporary secretary.  These temporary officers shall serve only 
during the selection of the officers of the executive committee who shall also serve as 
the officers of the county committee (if any) for two (2) years commencing on January 
1 of the next odd numbered year.  The officers shall be a chairman, a vice-chairman, a 
secretary, and a treasurer.   No proxy voting shall be allowed for the selection of officers 
to a county executive committee.  

  
D.  Optional County Committee.  After the officers of the county executive committee have 

taken office, the executive committee may select a county committee for the party, which 
committee shall consist of members as the executive committee may determine provided 
that such action is taken within forty-five (45) days after January 1 of each odd numbered 
year.  The term of service of members of a county committee shall continue for two (2) 
years and until the selection of their successors.  The executive committee shall have the 
right to appoint officers that in its judgment are proper to carry out the purposes of the 
county committee, and shall have the power to fill any vacancy which may occur in the 
membership of a county committee or in any of its offices.  

  
E.  Candidates As Delegates At-Large.  A person nominated as a candidate for county office 

shall be a delegate at-large to the fall county convention held in the year of the candidate's 
nomination and to all county conventions held during the term of office for which the 
candidate was nominated.   Each person elected as a statewide officeholder and each person 
nominated as a candidate for state legislative office shall be a delegate at-large to the fall 
county convention (where such nominee resides) held in the year of the officeholder's 
election or the candidate's nomination, as the case may be, and to all county conventions 
held during the term of office for which the officeholder was elected, or the candidate was 
nominated, as the case may be.  The number of delegates at-large shall be in addition to the 
number of delegates specified in the call for a county convention.  

  
F.  Filling Vacancies.  The county executive committee shall nominate candidates to fill 

vacancies that occur in county wide offices, township offices, city offices, or any other 
office (including state legislative or congressional offices), the electoral district of which 
is entirely within the boundaries of the county.  If the office to be filled comprises more 
than one county or parts of more than one county, the county executive committees of 
such counties shall nominate candidates to fill these vacancies.  
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G. Congressional District Portions Of Wayne County.  A political party committee may be 

formed for each congressional district portion of Wayne County.  Delegates who reside 
in Wayne County in a portion of a congressional district within the boundaries of Wayne 
County shall convene at the odd-numbered year spring county (district) convention and 
elect its officers and committee members in accordance with its bylaws (which are not 
inconsistent with these Bylaws).  Such committee(s) shall have the same rights and 
privileges as county executive committees.  This Section does not apply to any 
congressional district whose boundaries fall entirely within Wayne County since such 
congressional district committees are governed by the terms of Article XII hereof.  

     
H. Wayne County Republican Committee.  The Wayne County Republican Committee, a 

political party committee, shall adopt its own bylaws and rules of procedure.  No other 
provisions of Article XIII hereof shall apply to the Wayne County Republican 
Committee.   

  
I. Precinct Delegate Allotment.  On or before April 1 in even numbered years, the chairman 

of the county executive committee (or, in case of Wayne County, the chairman of a 
congressional district portion committee, or the chairman of a congressional district 
committee if the boundaries of such district fall entirely within Wayne County) shall 
forward by mail or otherwise deliver to the board of election commissioners in that 
county a certificate showing the number of delegates to the county convention (or, in the 
case of Wayne County, the district or district portion convention) to which each precinct 
of the county is entitled.  The allotment of precinct delegates to all precincts shall be 
made to insure, as near as is practicable, equal apportionment based upon the total vote 
cast for the Republican candidate for either President of the United States or Secretary 
of State at the last general November election when elections for those offices were held, 
whichever is later; however, each precinct shall have at least one delegate.  The 
apportionment shall be based on the precincts as they exist 180 days before the August 
primary election in even numbered years.  

  
  

ARTICLE XIV - Parliamentary Authority 
  
 
Robert's Rules of Order, Newly Revised, shall govern the conduct of all meetings of the 
Committee and its standing committees, except as provided in these Bylaws or by law.  
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ARTICLE XV - Amendment 
 

 

A. Submission In Writing.  All proposed amendments to these Bylaws shall be first 
submitted in writing to the Policy Committee.  

  
B. Notification Of Committee Members.  Each member of the Committee shall be notified 

in writing of the context of any proposed amendment at least thirty (30) days before the 
date on which such proposed amendment is to be voted on.  

  
C. Vote Required To Amend Bylaws.  No amendment shall pass until it has received a 

sixty-six and two-thirds percent (66.67%) favorable vote of the Committee present and 
voting, provided there is a quorum present, and such favorable sixty-six and two-thirds 
percent (66.67%) vote must be made in person by such members and not by proxy.  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
 









 

Amended 01-09-2023: Minutes of KGOP Executive Committee Meeting December 5th 12th, 2022 
Submitted by Kathleen Olmsted 

 
 
Chairman Tony Lorentz called meeting or order at 7:05 p.m. A quorum was present.   
 
The Pledge of Allegiance and Invocation were performed. 
 
Chairman Lorentz noted that John Beck had resigned as Secretary, and that he received a letter from Mary 
Balkema rescinding her earlier resignation and had returned as a Statutory member of the KGOP. 
 
There were no changes to the published Agenda. 
 
Temporary Chair 
 
Nominations were put forth for the temporary Chair, and Matt DePerno won the vote, along with the temporary 
officers, Tom Graham as Temporary Secretary. 
 
New Officers Vote 
 
Chair nominations were put forth, Sabrina Pritchett-Evans(nominated by Dr. Gary Mitchell), Dr. Tamara 
Mitchel(nominated by Roger McMillan)l, and Kelly Sackett(nominated by Jason Mikkelborg).  Dr. Mitchell 
removed herself from candidacy and asked her supporters to vote for Kelly Sackett. 
 The Vote was 24 Kelly Sackett, 7 Sabrina Pritchett-Evans. 
 
Vice Chair Nominations were put forth: Charley Coss was nominated by Jason Mikkelborg & RJ Bregenzer was 

nominated by Bill Bennett.Kim Harris  
 The Vote was   22 Charley Coss, 9 RJ Bregenzer 
 
Secretary Nominations were put forth: Kathleen Olmsted was nominated by Carrie Prendergast & Bill Bennett 
was nominated by Veronica Pero. 
 The Vote was 18 Kathleen Olmsted, 12 Bill Bennett 
 
 
 
 
. 
Treasurer Nominations were put forth: Nicole Wagner nominated Ron Austin & Dr. Lloyd Peterson nominated 
Mary Balkema.  Mary Balkema turned down the nomination. 
 The Vote was unanimous for Ron Austin.   
 
Vice Chair Charley Coss made a motion to create a Convention Planning & Nominating Committee, it was 
passed unanimously. 
 
Consent Agenda: 
 
Vice-Chairman Tony Lorentz made motion to accept the Consent Agenda; Brian Kincaid seconded. Consent 
Agenda was unanimously approved. 
 
Elected Officials Reports:  
 
Three Commissioners – Heppler, Gisler & Mazer. 
 
Committee Reports: 
 
none 
 
Items for Good of the Party: 
 
Chair Kelly Sackett Shared Her Appreciation & Vision 



 
Meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 
Next meeting is Monday January 9, 2023 at 7:00 pm. 
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         REPLY TO BATTLE CREEK OFFICE 
 

In Re: Opinion Related to the Bifurcation of State and County Parties  

I have been an elected Precinct Delegate for the Michigan Republican Party since August of 2008. 
Since that time I have seen people come and go, candidates win and lose, success and short 
comings. Since becoming a Precinct Delegate in August of 2008 I have held numerous positions 
in the Party including but not limited to being a District Committee Member, State Party 
Committee Member, Co-Chair and Chair of State Committee subcommittee and Secretary of the 
Michigan Young Republicans to name a few.  

The question of how much control State Party has over the District Parties and County Parties has 
been asked numerous times since 2008 and I am confident before that time as well. Every cycle 
when one group wins over another group there are always attempts to find a way to change 
outcomes through some internal mechanism and when there is not an internal mechanism they 
losing group attempts to create once.  

The State GOP, District GOP and County GOP are all separate legal entities that file their own 
MERTS report have their own bank accounts and function how the elected leadership of each 
group desires. Each layer has their own bylaws and internal process. The only time a county party 
for example operates under rules from either the district or state party is during a convention. 
Beyond that limited time the elected members of the county executive committee are fully 
recognized by the District and State party until the next November Leadership Convention.  

Changes to County leadership occur from within the county party itself. Similar to a change in 
leadership during the standard cycle would occur within the State of District party itself. The most 
recent example we have of this is the State Committee attempting to remove the current MIGOP 
chair. This was done not by a convention being call, but through the MIGOP State bylaws. If the 
KGOP wished to remove its current chair or any other member there is a process the KGOP could 
take. Same goes for the district committee.  

County Party Committees are autonomous. This was recently confirmed by Judge Curtis Bell's 
Opinion and Order dated August 10, 2023, in the case of Pritchett-Evans and Harris v KGOP et 

al, Case No. 2023-0169-CZ, Kalamazoo County Circuit Court. "The Michigan Supreme Court 
held that the 'Director of Elections correctly left to the American Independent Party the resolution 
of the intraparty dispute' because 'the convention itself is the proper forum for determining 
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intraparty disputes.'" Id. at 12 (quoting American Independent Party v Secretary of State, 397 Mich 
689, 696 (1976).  

QUESTION #1 

What is the process to select the Executive Committee.  

ANSWER: The KGOP bylaws are clear. The Executive Committee is made up of equal 
number of "statutory members" and "elected members." The elected members are elected 
at the Fall Convention taking place in even-numbered years. See Article III(3)(B). Only 
the Chairperson can issue the call to convention. See Article III(4)(A). "The precinct 
delegates to the Fall County Convention shall convene at the call of the Party Chairperson 
within twenty (2) days following the November election for the purpose of selecting the 
Elected Members of the Executive Committee." Executive Committee members remain on 
the executive committee until they resign or are removed as provided in the bylaws. See 
e.g. Article III(7)(E) for the procedure on removing an elected member.  

Also, the County Chairperson is the only person who can schedule a regular meeting. See 
Article IV(1). On the other hand, special meetings can be called by either the County 
Chairperson or upon written request of a quorum of the executive committee. See Article 
IV(2).  

QUESTION #2 

Can a delegate issue a call to convention?  

ANSWER: No. Only the County Chairperson can issue the call to convention.  

QUESTION #3 

Can a non-delegate (i.e. citizen) issue a call to convention?  

ANSWER: No. Only the County Chairperson can issue the call to convention.  

QUESTION #4 

Can a member of the KGOP who is not on the executive committee issue a call to convention?  

ANSWER: No. Only the County Chairperson can issue the call to convention.  

QUESTION #5 

Can a member of the executive committee issue a call to convention?  

ANSWER: No. Only the County Chairperson can issue the call to convention.  

Also, the County Chairperson is the only person who can schedule a regular meeting. See 
Article IV(1). On the other hand, special meetings can be called by either the County 
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Chairperson or upon written request of a quorum of the executive committee. See Article 
IV(2). 

QUESTION #6 

Is the September 15, 2023 "convention" called by Kerry Lynn Elieff legal and valid? 

ANSWER: No. Conventions under the KGOP's bylaws can only be called by the County 
Chairperson (the duly elected county chair from the prior November Leadership 
Convention, unless replaced by the Executive committee during their term). For this 
reason, the current "convention" called by Kerry Lynn Elieff and scheduled for September 
15, 2023 is not legal or valid for the following reasons:  

(1) Kerry Lynn Elieff is not a delegate and is not a member of the KGOP. Allowing 
such a "call to convention" would be no different than allowing a random group of 
people to gather at a local church and remove and replace the executive committee 
of the ACLU.  

(2) Even if she was a delegate, the concept of a delegate-called convention is not 
part of the party structure.  

(3) Even if she was a member of the KGOP and not a delegate, she has no authority 
to call a convention.  

(4) And more importantly, even if she was a delegate, member of the KGOP, and 
member of the executive committee, she still would have no authority to call a 
delegate convention.  

Politics is a numbers game and the only way to replace a County Chairperson at any level 
in the party is to get your precinct delegates through the August primary and to the county 
or state convention.       

QUESTION #7 

Can the MIGOP state committee recognize Kerry Lynn Elieff's group as the official Republican 
County Committee? 

ANSWER: No. MCL 169.211(6) defines a "Political party committee," in part, as the 
"county committee of a political party." This section further states that "[e]ach state central 
committee shall designate the official party county and district committees. There must not 
be more than 1 officially designated political party committee per county and per 
congressional district."  

The MIGOP has already designated the "Kalamazoo County Republican Committee" 
(KGOP) as the official designated political party committee. This was done many years 
ago and there can be only one county committee. In fact, KGOP is the oldest standing 
Republican County committee in the state of Michigan. It even predates the formation of 



4 
 

the Jackson County committee. As of today, KGOP has had 125 Lincoln Day Dinners. In 
1890, George Torrey wrote an article titled "The Press of Kalamazoo" published in 
Michigan Pioneer and Historical Society Collection, Vol 17. Page 383, about George Fitch 
(who had purchased the Kalamazoo Telegraph in 1850). Mr. Torrey wrote: 

"He (Fitch) was among the first to see the new issues that were arising in 
this nation, among the first to realize that the old Whig party must go, and 
one of the first to understand, and make known through the columns of his 
paper, the necessity of a union of men of all parties on a platform of 
principles to meet the demand that was rapidly growing, to resist the 
aggression of the slave power and to turn the nation from the fateful drift 
into which it had swung. He was one of the prime movers in the formation 
of the Republican party (which had its birth in Kalamazoo county, months 
before the famous convention under the oaks in Jackson), and the Telegraph 
was the first journal to advocate it, define its purposes and urge its adoption 
predicting it grand, ultimate triumph." 

First, the rouge group of citizens (not delegates or members of the KGOP) are not a 
registered political group. Second, there is nothing in the MIGOP bylaws that would permit 
it to violate MCL 169.211(6) and recognize this rouge group. Third, to somehow suggest 
that MIGOP could today recognize a rouge group of people who are not members or 
delegates of KGOP as the "official" county committee because they lost a county political 
battle would not only erase over 150 years of history over an internal political "spat" but 
would also be illegal. In essence, MIGOP would be dismantling the KGOP and installing 
its own group of "Whigs."  

Not only would this not stand, but it would be in direct conflict with Judge Bell's Opinion 

and Order wherein he stated that KGOP is autonomous and this conflict must be handled 
internally within the party.  

"The right of an organization to select its own leader is fundamental to a 
political party. Here, Plaintiffs allege that Defendant Sackett, the KGOP's 
Chair, breached her fiduciary duty. When deciding whether this count is 
able to be adjudicated in this Court, it is fundamental to consider that this 
count is wholly internal in nature. The body of the KGOP selected 
Defendant Sackett to be its Chair and now Plaintiffs disagree with some of 
her actions and state that they are entitled to monetary relief, among other 
types of relief." Id. at 23.  

         Sincerely,  

 

         Matthew X. Hauser, JD, MBA  
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OPINION AND ORDER 
At a session of said Court held in the City and 

County of Kalamazoo, State of Michigan, 
on the 10th day of August 2023. 

PRESENT: HON. CURTIS J. BELL 
Circuit Court Judge 

STATEMENT OF FACTS AND PROCEDURAL HISTORY 

This matter comes before the Court on Defendants' Motion for Summary Disposition 

pursuant to MCR 2.116(C)(l ), (C)(2), (C)(3), (C)( 4), (C)(5), (C)(7), (C)(8), and (C)(l 0). Plaintiffs' 

Amended Complaint sought a declaratory judgment concerning alleged violations of Michigan's 

Election Law Statute and Bylaws, the application of Michigan's Constitution, Defendants' alleged 

breaches of fiduciary duties, and Defendants' alleged defamation against Plaintiffs. On July 20th 
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the Court entertained evidence and heard oral arguments concerning Defendants' Motion for 

Summary Disposition and the Court took the matter under advisement for thirty days. 

The complaint was brought by Plaintiffs Sabrina Pritchett-Evans and Kimberly Harris 

against Defendants Republican Party of Kalamazoo County (KOOP) and Kelly Sackett. The 

KOOP is operated by the Kalamazoo County Republican Committee (KCRC), of which, Kelly 

Sackett has been Chair for all applicable periods of this dispute. 

This case involves an intraparty political dispute concerning (1) the replacement of seats 

on the KCRC reserved for Statutory Members, (2) press release statements and censure notices 

about Plaintiffs made by Defendants, and (3) the removal of 17 elected precinct delegates. 

The Michigan Republican Party' s (MIOOP) organizational structure is divided into 83 

County Committees across 13 Districts. The KOOP is a County Committee within the Fourth 

District of the MIOOP. Pursuant to the KOOP Bylaws, the KOOP consists of a County Executive 

Committee with an equal number of Statutory Members and Elected Members. Statutory Members 

are those individuals who have been nominated for an elective office, including county-wide 

elected office and State legislative offices. The Elected Members are those who have been selected 

through an internal Republican Party selection process. There is a third group of Executive 

Committee members who serve as ex-officio members of the Executive Committee. These 

members are non-voting members. These are individuals who gain their status by virtue of being 

affiliated with the Republican Party. The Bylaws dictate that there are 36 individuals who make 

up the KCRC. 

Article III(3)(A) of the Bylaws states how the Statutory Members of the Executive 

Committee are seated: 

Those persons who shall have been most recently nominated at the last two (2) 
preceding fall primary elections for county and state legislative offices in the fall 
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elections of even numbered years. These persons shall be known as Statutory 
Members of the Executive Committee. 

Pl. 's Ex. 6, I. Article III(3)(B) of the Bylaws states how the Elected Members are seated: 

A nwnber of persons, equal to the nwnber of candidates of the Party for election to 
county and state legislative office in Kalamazoo County, shall be selected by the 
precinct delegates to the Fall County Convention of the Party taking place in even
nurnbered years. These persons shall be known as Elected Members of the 
Executive Committee. 

Id Michigan's legislature provides structure to political parties pursuant to MCL 168.599(1), 

which states: 

In the year 1966 and every second year thereafter, the delegates to the fall county 
convention of each political party in each county in this state having a population 
of less than 1,500,000, shall convene at the call of the county chairperson within 20 
days following the November election to select a number of persons equal to the 
nwnber of county offices and state legislative offices for which candidates were 
nominated at the last 2 preceding fall primary elections, who, together with the 
persons most recently nominated by the party for each of those offices shall 
constitute the executive committee of their party for that county. When a new 
nomination is made for an office, the nominee for which is entitled to serve as a 
member of the executive committee, the new nominee shall replace the former 
nominee as a member of the executive committee. If a vacancy occurs in the 
position of delegate-appointed member of the executive committee, the remaining 
delegate-appointed members shall fill the vacancy. Except as otherwise provided 
in this section, the executive committee may appoint the officers it considers proper 
to carry out the purposes of the committee, and may fill a vacancy in any of its 
offices. 

MCL 168.599(1). 

Prior to the instant lawsuit, there existed hostility within the local Republican Party at large 

and specifically between the litigants. Plaintiffs were members of the KGOP Executive 

Committee. Am. Verified Compl. ~ 2-3. Plaintiff Harris was an Elected Member with voting power 

on the Executive Committee. Id. As Chair of the Kalamazoo Republican Women's Association, 

Plaintiff Pritchett-Evans was an ex-officio member of the Executive Committee. Due to her ex-

officio status, she was a non-voting member. Id. 
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Defendants allege Plaintiff Harris is part of a minority who wishes to "burn the party 

down." Arn. Br. In Supp. OfDef.'s Mot. For Summ. Disposition 2. Defendants further allege that 

Plaintiff Pritchett-Evans has "a history of donating to Democrats and supporting Democrat 

candidates and ideals" and that she "is a disruptor who as late as 2021 supported liberal causes 

such as Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI), Social Emotional Leaming (SEL), and Critical 

Race Theory (CRT)." Id. 

Plaintiffs claim that Defendant Sackett breached her fiduciary duty as Chair of the KGOP 

on January 9, 2023, when a vote was held to allow the nomination and election of three open 

Statutory seats. Three Statutory Members who were nominees for elected office vacated their 

position. Compl. , 8. The vote to replace them passed with 14 votes in favor of filling the seats 

and nine votes against. CompL , 9. After the vote, the KOOP minutes from January 9, 2023, 

indicate that a "[d]iscussion ensue[d] if the chair can vote or is a nonvoting member." Pl. 's Ex. A, 

3. The minutes continue, stating " [t]he Chair is a statutory member ... " Id. On February 13, 2023, 

the previously nominated replacement statutory seats received an affirmative vote. Compl. ~ 10. 

Plaintiffs believe this was unlawful and in violation ofMCL 168.599(1) and ithe Bylaws. 

The MIGOP State Convention was held on February 17, 2023. The night before, the Chairs 

of eaclh County Committee within the Fourth District voted on specific rules for the convention, 

including Rule 9. Def.'s Ex. 3, 1. Rule 9 states "[e]ach county will caucus and its voting delegates 

shall elect the nominees for each State & District position assigned to said county, as available." 

Id. The caucus' purpose was to elect district and vice chairs, district committee members, and 

county representatives to serve on the MIGOP. Am. Br. 1. Plaintiff Harris wished to be elected to 

the MI GOP State Committee and Plaintiff Pritchett-Evans wished to be elected as Fourth District 

Vice-Chair. Id. at 2. 
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At the February 17, 2023, Caucus for the Fourth District, a vote to amend Rule 9 as to 

Kalamazoo County only was brought to the floor. The amendment would make the nomination 

of Plaintiffs, among others, be voted upon by the entire district floor, instead of just Kalamazoo 

County delegates. Compl. ii 20. Defendants allege Plaintiffs did not have enough support in 

Kalamazoo County to win their nominations under Rule 9; therefore, Plaintiffs decided to 

formulate a plan whereby a motion would be brought at the February 17 Caucus to suspend Rule 

9 as to Kalamazoo County. Am. ~r. 2-3. The vote to amend Rule 9 needed a two-thirds vote (116 

votes) by MIOOP District 4 to pass. Comp!. ii 21. The measure passed with Plaintiffs among the 

votes in favor. Id. 

Plaintiffs' justify their conduct at the Fourth District Caucus by referencing Defendant 

Sackett's February 13, 2023, action in allegedly unlawfully seating non-Statutory individuals into 

Statutory seats. They assert the action concerning Rule 9 was a direct consequence of Defendant 

Sackett's "defiance of the statutory language and binding Bylaws." Compl. ii 20. 

On February 20, 2023, The KOOP sent Plaintiff Harris a "cease and desist" letter 

demanding that she stop her conduct. Am. Br. 5, Ex. 27. Defendants allege she ignored the demand 

letter. Id. Plaintiffs also claim that Defendants published a libelous press release on February 21, 

2023. Plaintiffs' Ex. D. On February 27, 2023, the KOOP submitted a letter to the MIGOP Chair 

demanding action be taken against its members for the events at the February 17 Cau~us. Am. Br. 

3, Ex. 12. No response has been received. Id. 

On March 1, 2023, the KGOP distributed censure notices of Plaintiffs. The KGOP's 

censure notices stated that Plaintiffs "falsely stated the KOOP Executive Committee took an illegal 

vote on February 13, 2023." Pl.'s Ex. E, 1, 3. Plaintiffs allege that these censures are "slanderous 

statements" and "have appeared on the internet and have been distributed to their entire email list 
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and to all the members in the [KGOP Executive Committee], Kalamazoo County duly elected 

precinct delegates, and KGOP membership with no substantiation." Compl. ~ 21. 

On March 13, 2023, a Motion to Consider the Removal of Plaintiff Harris, and two other 

Elected Members was made. Am. Br. at 6. Article V(3) of the Bylaws outlines the requirements 

for quorum: 

3 - Quorum A quorum of the Executive Committee shall consist of at least 30 
percent of the total voting members of the Executive Committee. The affirmative 
vote of a majority of those present shall be necessary to take formal action, except 
as otherwise provided herein or by law. 

Pl. 's Ex. 2, 5. Article III(7)(E) of the Bylaws outlines the procedure of a Motion to Consider 

Removal for an Elected Member: 

A motion to consider the removal of an Elected Member from the Executive 
Committee requires a two-thirds vote of the Elected Members present at a regular 
meeting of the committee. If the motion to consider removing an Elected Member 
is approved, a letter must be sent to the delegate informing [her] of the action taken, 
and the right to appear at the next regular meeting of the organization to appeal the 
action taken. Final approval to remove and Elected Member requires a two-thirds 
vote of the members present at the meeting held subsequent to the one where the 
motion to consider removing an Elected Member was approved. 

Id. at 3. 

There must have been at least 30 percent of the Elected Members present to meet the 

quorum. There were 17 out of the 18 members present, thus meeting the quorum. See Pl.' s Ex. 2, 

5. The vote count needed was two-thirds (12 votes out of 17) to pass. See Pl. 's Ex. 2, 3. There were 

11 votes in favor of considering the removal of Plaintiff Harris and six votes against. Def.' s Ex. 

31. This vote alone did not meet the two-thirds requirement under Article 111(7)(D) of the Bylaws. 

Chair Sackett, as a non-voting member, cast her vote to consider removal. Id. With her vote, the 

Motion to Consider Removal passed by two-thirds. Id. As noted hereinabove, the issue of whether 

Chair Sackett could vote was discussed two months previously. See Pl.' s Ex. A, 3. Plaintiff Harris 
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was then given notice that a vote to remove her would take place on April 10, 2023. Am. Br. at 6. 

Defendants maintain that Plaintiff Pritchett-Evans was subject to removal as an ex-officio member 

because she allegedly violated rules and procedure and her "organization's anti-Muslim rhetoric 

was against KGOP principals." Id. at 5. There are no guidelines within the Bylaws to remove an 

ex-officio member. See Pl.' s Ex. 6. 

On April 10, 2023, the KOOP Executive Committee voted and removed three Elected 

Members of the Executive Committee, including Plaintiff Harris. See Compl. ~ 20. On that same 

day, the Executive Committee also removed 17 elected county-wide delegates. Pl.'s Ex. 1. In 

effect, Plaintiff Harris was removed from both her Executive Committee role as well as her role 

as an elected delegate. Plaintiff Pritchett-Evans was also one of the seventeen county delegates 

removed. See Pl.'s Ex. 1. Also, with her removal as an ex-officio member of the Executive 

Committee, she lost both of her positions. The very next day, the KGOP notified the County 

Clerk's Office of its action. Pl. 's Ex. 1. 

At the July 20th, 2023, Evidentiary Hearing, Plaintiffs and Defendants produced one 

witness each. Plaintiffs witness was Joel Studebaker. Mr. Studebaker was not offered as an expert. 

He was presented to provide background information concerning recent historical events as 

described hereinabove. He also provided testimony concerning his experience involved in local 

and State Republican party politics. Mr. Studebaker acknowledged that he was new to politics, 

having only been involved for the last few years. He had run for a delegate position in 2022 and 

was elected Chair of the Ottawa County Republican Party in December of that same year. He 

testified that, effective February 2023, he is Chief of Staff for the Michigan Republican Party. 

The-Defense witness, David Dishaw, was stipulated to be an expert in the field of 

parliamentary procedure, Republican Bylaws, and Republican Party history. His Republican Party 
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experience spans almost three decades. His positions include Republican polling, data aggregation, 

and political consulting. He has been a precinct delegate for 26 years and chaired the most recent 

Republican State Convention. There is no question that the experience and expertise of Mr. Dishaw 

was vastly superior to that of Mr. Studebaker. With this being said, there were some areas of 

agreement. There was one significant area of disagreement concerning the application of Robert' s 

Rules of Order to the current issues before the Court. 

Mr. Dishaw' s discussion concerning the replacement of the three statutory members 

included an acknowledgment that the Bylaws were unclear as to the process of replacement. He 

had advised that "custom and tradition" permitted their replacement in accordance with the actions 

of Defendants. He also indicated that the removal of the 17 members was permissible. During his 

testimony, he recited two incidents under which statutory members had been replaced. This 

discussion concerned two former State Senate candidates, Dick Posthumus and Brian Calley. Both 

State Senate candidates became the Republican nominees for Lieutenant Governor. In each case, 

the subsequent replacement Senate Nominee became a statutory member of their local committee. 

In the case of Brian Calley, Mr. Dishaw indicates that three County Republican Committees 

selected Brian Calley's replacement for the Senate candidacy and thus the replacement nominee 

became a Statutory .Member. He also indicates that for Diick Posthumus, the Kent County 

Executive Committee selected his replacement nominee. He further testified that the other counties 

in Michigan have a similar Executive Committee structure, though not all have Bylaws. In the case 

at bar, the Statutory seats were not nominees for a general election. They were Statutory Members 

as former nominees in the general election. Therefore, their replacement would not be running in 

a general election. 

The summons and complaint for this matter were filed by Plaintiffs on March 29, 2023. 
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The same day, a Motion to Amend the Complaint was made by Plaintiffs. On April 10, 2023, this 

Court denied Plaintiffs Motion for Injunctive Relief, or in the Alternative Motion for an Order to 

Show Cause/Motion and Request for Mandamus. On April 28, 2023, Defendants made a Motion 

for Summary Disposition pursuant to MCR 2.116(C)(l), (C)(2), (C)(3), (C)(4), (C)(S), (C)(7), 

(C)(8), and (C)(lO) and Demand for Sanctions pursuant to MCR l.109(E). On May 19, 2023, 

Plaintiffs submitted their Amended Verified Complaint. After the complaint was amended, 

Defendants filed a second Motion for Summary Disposition pursuant to MCR .l 16(C)(l), (C)(2), 

(C)(3), (C)(4), (C)(S), (C)(7), (C)(8), and (C)(lO) on June 9, 2023. 

ANALYSIS 

Defendants argue that Plaintiffs' claims are not justiciable. Am. Br. 7. Defendants state 

that "Plaintiffs lack the capacity to sue because this is a dispute of internal party politics, and the 

issues are not justiciable by this court," and that the issues brought by Plaintiffs are governed by 

the "political questions doctrine." Id. 

Federal courts have spoken clearly to complaints related to State intervention with political 

parties. In 0 'Brien v. Brown, the United States Supreme Court stated that: 

Judicial intervention in [the political] area has traditionally been approached with 
great caution and restraint. It has been understood since our national political parties 
first came into being as voluntary associations of individuals that the convention 
itself is the proper forum for determining intra-party disputes as to which delegates 
shall be seated. 

409 U.S. 1, 4 (1972). 

In 0 'Brien, Plaintiffs were unseated delegates that contested the recommendations of 

replacement delegates to the Democratic National Convention. 409 U.S. at 2. The Supreme Court 

stated that "[ n Jo case is cited to us in which any federal court has undertaken to interject itself into 

the deliberative processes of a national political convention; no holding of this Court up to now 
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gives support for judicial intervention in the circumstances presented here, involving as they do 

relationships of great delicacy that are essentially political in nature." Id. at 4. Additionally, the 

Court said that "any alteration by Federal Courts of the system whereby political parties determine 

controversies as to seating of convention delegates should not be done under the circumstance and 

time pressures involved in the instant proceedings." Id. at 5. 

Three years subsequent to the O'Brien decision, the U.S. Supreme Court, once again turned 

to the question of how far the government can go in involving itself with political party matters. 

In Wigoda v. Cousins, the U.S. Supreme Court addressed the question of whether the political 

questions doctrine extends to State law. 419 U.S. 477 (1975). It noted: 

We granted certiorari to decide the important question presented whether the 
Appellate Court was correct in according primary to state law over the National 
Political Party's rules in the determination of the qualifications and eligibility of 
delegates to the Party's National Convention. 

Id. at 483. The Supreme Court stated, refer~ncing the U.S. Court of Appeals, that: 

The Appellate Court justified the injunction, however, on the ground that the 
"interest of the state in protecting the effective right to participate in primaries is 
superior to whatever other interest the party itself might wish to protect." Id., at 
477, 302 N. E. 2d, at 629. In other words, the Appellate Court identified as the 
State's legitimate interest the protection of votes cast at the primary from the 
impairment that would result from stripping the respondents of their elected
delegate status. 

Id. at 488 (emphasis added). The Cousins Court conclu~es in: 

Thus, Illinois ' interest in protecting the integrity of its electoral process cannot be 
deemed compelling in the context of the selection of delegates to the National Party 
Convention. Whatever the case of actions presenting claims that the Party's 
delegate selection procedures are not exercised within the confines of the 
Constitution - and no such claims are made here - this is a case where ''the 
convention itself [was] the proper forum for determining intra-party disputes as to 
which delegates [should] be seated." 

Id. at 491 (quoting O'Brien v. Brown, 409 U.S. 1, 4 (1972)). Jurisdiction that overcomes the 
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political questions doctrine can be conferred by statute. Steele v. Johnson, 458 P.2d 889, 890 

(Wash. 1969); Langone v. Secretary of Commonwealth, 388 Mass. 185, 194 (Mass. 1983); 

Bentman v. Seventh Ward Democrat Executive Committee, 421 Pa. 188, 193 (Pa. 1966); El Paso 

Republican Party of El Paso Cnty., Inc. v. Baca, 656 S.W.3d 529, 537 (Tex. Ct. App. 2022); Matter 

of Auerbach v. Suffolk County Comm. Of the Conservative Party, 96 N.Y.S.3d 323, 328 (N.Y. 

App. Div. 2019). However, as described above, there are clear limits placed on the government's 

ability to do so. The Federal Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals has held that MCL 168.599(1) remains 

good law excluding certain unconstitutional portions. Heilmanis v. Austin, 899 F.2d 512, 529 

(1990). 

Plaintiffs rely upon MCL 168 .. 599(1) for justiciability. Compl. ii 7. Plaintiffs argue this 

court has jurisdiction over this complaint since the Michigan Legislature created the Executive 

Committee structure through MCL 168.599 and the KOOP has modeled the Bylaws after the 

statute. Id. at ii 32. 

The Michigan Legislature created a blueprint under which partisan political parties must 

structure their local governing body. In 1990, the Sixth Circuit U.S. Court of Appeals determined 

that some of the requirements were unconstitutional. In Heilmanis v. Austin, 899 F. 2d 521 (1990) 

the U.S. Court of Appeals considered the constitutionality ofMCL 168.599. The Court held: 

In Ferency v. Austin, 666 F.2d 1023 (&h Cir. 1981)> this court found that the 
Michigan Election Law was unconstitutional insofar as it controlled ''the method 
of selection of the Michigan delegates to the Democratic National Convention" in 
violation of Democratic National Party rules. The instant case involves similar 
provisions of the Election Law-controlling selection of delegates at state and 
county conventions and the makeup of county executive committees of the political 
parties-which conflict with State Party rules. We hold that these portions of the 
Election Law significantly burden the right to freedom of association of the State 
Party and its members. By compelling the State Party to automatically place 
incumbent legislators and nominees to county offices as delegates. the Election 
Law infringes upon the right of political parties to choose a method for selection of 
their party nominees. By requiring the county executive committees to be made up 
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of an egual number of elected delegates and legislators. the Election Law directly 
controls the internal structure of the political parties. Since Michigan has not 
demonstrated any compelling state interest for such a significant restriction of the 
freedom of association, we conclude that the relevant parts of the Election Law are 
facially unconstitutional. As such, we need not reach the remaining questions of 
whether the Election Law violates the one person, one vote requirement of the 
Fourteenth Amendment and the Voting Rights Act. 

Id. at 529-30 (emphasis added). 

MCL 168.559 has not been updated by the Michigan Legislature since this holding. 

Therefore, MCL 168.599 should be interpreted as written except for the unconstitutional portion. 

The KGOP Bylaws were amended on February 9, 2015, and were originally adopted on April 19, 

2012. Id. at Ex. 2 at 9. The Bylaws adopted Statutory language that has been determined to be an 

unconstitutional interference by the government in the internal structure of political parties. By 

adopting the governing structure subsequent to Heitmanis, this Court concludes the KGOP 

endorses and adopts the original language of the statute. Therefore, the determination by the 

Heitmanis Court has no bearing on the application of this language in the Bylaws. 

The Michigan Supreme Court provides a similar analysis as the federal courts do on the 

political questions doctrine. In American Independent Party v. Secretary of State, 397 Mich. 689, 

692-93 (1976), the plaintiff split from the party, formed its own committee, called its own State 

convention, considered itself entitled to the political party's name, and made no attempt to qualify 

as a new party. Id. When both slates were presented to the State Director of Elections, the director 

stated that he would only accept one slate of candidates certified by both chairmen. Id. at 696. The 

Michigan Supreme Court held that the "Director of Elections correctly left to the American 

Independent Party the resolution of the intraparty dispute" because "the convention itself is the 

proper forum for determining intraparty disputes." Id. at 696. Also, it held that previous decisions 

from the Court were no longer controlling "because of intervening changes in the election code." 
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Id. at 694. 

Other State courts have provided varied analyses on this question as well. In Bentman v. 

Seventh Ward Democrat Executive Committee, 421 Pa. 188, 191-192 (Pa. 1966), the plaintiffs 

were elected committeemen from their respective districts, removed from office, and replaced with 

appointed successors with a notice of a meeting that gave no statement of the charges against them. 

The charges given to them at the subsequent meeting were for disloyalty that took place prior to 

their election as party committeemen. Id. at 192. The Pennsylvania Supreme Court took notice t_hat 

the Pennsylvania legislature had recently added a new section to the Election Code which reads: 

Whenever two or more members of a political party shall be elected or appointed, 
as the rules of the party may provide, as members of a political committee to 
represent the members of such party in the respective election districts, such 
members shall constitute a political committee of said political party to function 
within such election district: Provided, that. When acting in the capacity of a 
political committee, such duly elected or appointed members shall be subject to the 
control, direction and supervision of the political committee of which they are 
members. 

Id. at 192-93. Ultimately, the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania held that the statute had the "intent 

of the legislature to confer upon political or party committeemen such legal status as to make them 

amenable to the jurisdiction of the courts." Id. 

The decision in Bentman is narrowed in Mohn v. Buccks County Republican Committee, 

259 A.3d 449, 459 (Pa. 2021). The Pennsylvania Supreme Court provides that Mohn "centers on 

just how broadly Bentmen should be read, particularly in terms of its 'direct and substantial• litmus 

for state action." Id. at 457. The Court states that "an individual must point to some discrete acts 

or actions entailing state action to establish the required direct-and-substantial nexus, such as the 

nomination of candidates for local judgeships raised in Bentman." Id. Ultimately, the Supreme 

Court of Pennsylvania in Mohn decided that Plaintiff failed to establish the required direct-and-

substantial nexus, unlike the plaintiffs in Bentman. Id. 
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In Steele v. Johnson, 458 P.2d 889, 890 (Wash. 1969), the plaintiff was an unsuccessful 

U.S. Congressional Representative candidate. While the Supreme Court of Washington eventually 

held that it did not have jurisdiction over the case, it did say "[t]here is no rule of law, however, 

that prevents a political party from making contracts, nor is there any rule that immunizes them 

from liability for tortious conduct." Id. at 891. Additionally, the Court stated, "(e]xcept to the 

extent that jurisdiction is conferred by statute, the law of private and voluntary associations applies 

to political parties." Id. at 890. However, the Supreme Court of Washington held that the plaintiff's 

argument relied on the "custom and tradition" of the political parties, not statute, and thus, the 

court had no jurisdiction over the customs and traditions. Id. at 890. 

In the present case, Defendants argued that the customs and traditions of the KGOP are the 

ruling authority when deciding the rules of procedure. They argued that even though the Bylaws 

lay out certain rules and procedures, this Court should instead look to the procedures that the 

KOOP has customarily followed, instead of what their Bylaws provide. Analyzing this argument 

under the analysis of Steele, it is hard to agree with Defendants. If this Court has the jurisdiction 

to adjudicate this matter, it cannot be based on the customs when there are Bylaws and/or statute 

on point. Clearly, customs and traditions can be used in areas where the controlling authority 

conflicts or is unclear. 

Plaintiffs were removed from the KOOP Executive Committee due to alleged behavior that 

was opposite to KGOP's ideals. Defendants argue that the decision and reasoning in 0 'Brien 

means that this Court should leave the KGOP to deal with this intraparty issue on its own. It' s 

supported by American Independent Party, where the Michigan Supreme Court decided that 

Courts should not interfere with an intraparty issue about which slate is to be put on a ballot. 

Bentman, though not binding authority, determined that Courts did have jurisdiction to decide an 
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arguably political matter when the Plaintiffs were elected committeemen that were removed from 

office where there was a statute that had "intent of the legislature to confer upon political or party 

committeemen such legal status as to make them amenable to the jurisdiction of the courts." 

Further, in Steele, though not binding authority, the court reasoned that jurisdiction can be 

conferred by statute, but that the court did not have jurisdiction over the "custom[ s] and traditions" 

of the party. Steele, 458 P.2d 889, 890 (Wash. 1969). 

Defendants' expert, Dishaw, testified th.at when a Statutory Member seat is open the 

Committee fills the seat. The two examples he provided were nominees that were in the midst of 

a general election. In the case before the Court, the three statutory seats vacated by individuals 

were not in the midst of a general election. The general election had passed. Accordingly, there 

would be no one qualified as a Statutory Member by definition. Here, there is a relevant statute 

that " (has] the intent of the legislature to confer upon political or party committeemen such legal 

status as to make them amenable to the jurisdiction of the courts." See Bentmen, 421 Pa. at 192-

93. Excluding the parts deemed unconstitutional, MCL 168.599(1) states that: 

[E]ach political party in each county in this state having a population of less than 
1,500,000 shall convene at the call of the county chairperson within 20 days 
following the November election to select a number of persons ... who, together 
with the persons most recently nominated by the party of each of those offices shall 
constitute the executive committee of their party for that county. 

This is similar to the statute in Bentmen which states: 

Whenever two or more members of a political party shall be elected or appointed, 
as the rules of the party may provide, as members of a political committee to 
represent the members of such party in the respective election districts, such 
members shall constitute a political committee of said political party to function 
within such election district: Provided, that, When acting in the capacity of a 
political committee, such duly elected or appointed members shall be subject to the 
control, direction and supervision of the political committee of which they are 
members. 

Bentmen, 421 Pa. at 192-93. 
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Defendants adopted their Bylaws in 2012 and made them consistent with MCL 168.5 99(1 ). 

The Bylaws have most recently been amended in 2015. If Defendants wanted to adopt and/or 

amend the Bylaws to match the ruling in Heitmanis, which held parts of MCL 168.599(1) 

unconstitutional, they would have. The ruling in Heitmanis is from 1990 and the adoption of the 

Bylaws took place 22 years subsequent to the decision. Therefore, the Bylaws must be construed 

as intentionally modeling the original language of MCL 168.599(1). 

This Court is a State Court, and 0 'Brien dealt with federal courts. 0 'Brien explicitly states: 

[N]o case is cited to us in which any federal court has undertaken to interject itself 
into the deliberative processes of a national political convention; no holding of this 
Court up to now gives support for judicial intervention in the circumstances 
presented here, involving as they do relationships of great delicacy that are 
essentially political in nature. 

O'Brien, 409 U.S. at 4. O 'Brien mentions federal courts five times throughout its short opinion 

and not once does it mention State courts. Additionally, its reasoning is entirely reliant upon the 

circumstances that are presented in each controversy. 

Further, American Independent Party has vastly different facts from the case here. In 

American Independent Party, the political party had two separate slates for a ballot and the Court 

held that the party should decide which would be valid. This decision by the Michigan Supreme 

Court can be differentiated from the present case because this Court's decision would not directly 

detennine who would be put onto a ballot for an election. 

Additionally, the analysis in Mohn is distinguishable. Mohn's analysis focused on the issue 

of whether the Court had jurisdiction based on State action. In Bentmen, jurisdiction was conferred 

by a statute that created political committees within political parties. In Mohn, the Pennsylvania 

Supreme Court narrowed Bentmen regarding "how broadly Bentmen should be read, particularly 

in terms of its 'direct and substantial' litmus for state action." Here, State action is only one avenue 
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of jurisdiction that Plaintiffs put forth. Plaintiffs also assert that this Court has jurisdiction by 

statute through the KGOP's Bylaws modeled after MCL 168.599(1). 

In the instant case, Plaintiffs do not assert a claim of breach of contract by the KGOP's of 

the Bylaws. However, it must be noted that Michigan has recognized that contracts can be formed 

by application of Bylaws. In El-Khalil v. Oakwood Healthcare, Inc. , 504 Mich. 152, 164 (2019) 

the Michigan Supreme Court decided a case where a plaintiff pleaded a claim for breach of 

contract, arguing that defendants breached the Bylaws. The Court states that "'[a] party asserting 

a breach of contract must establish by a preponderance of the evidence that ( 1) there was a contract 

(2) which the other party breached (3) thereby resulting in injury to the party claiming breach."' 

Id. The Court continued, "[p ]laintiff asserts that the denial of his privileges was in breach of the 

bylaws ... [p]laintiff's assertion is legally sufficient for his breach-of-contract claim to survive 

MCR 2.l 16(C)(8)." Id. at 166. Even though in the instant case Plaintiffs did not assert a breach of 

contract claim, it is possible that a breach of contract claim involving KOOP' s breach of its Bylaws 

could be adj'udicated by this Court. This would be true only if the question was not one concerning 

internal political decisions. 

The analysis of whether jurisdiction can be conferred must be applied to each of Plaintiff s's 

claims. 

Plaintiffs seek a Judicial Declaration regarding the applicability of Michigan Compiled 

Laws 168.599, MRSC Bylaw Article XIII, and KGOP Bylaw Section 7 to the administrative action 

of Defendants . Compl. ii 38-42. Plaintiffs pray for a grant of equitable relief and a declaratory 

judgment, a grant of Plaintiffs' costs, expenses, and attorney fees, and a grant of compensatory, 

incidental, noneconomic, and punitive damages. Id. at ii 42. 

Plaintiffs allege that Defendants violated. MCL 168.599 by voting and seating precinct 
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delegates into Statutory seats. The Michigan Legislature has provided a structure for how Statutory 

seats be filled, and the KGOP's Bylaws have modeled that. Elected Members ''who, together with 

the persons most recently nominated by the party for each of those offices shall constitute the 

Executive Committee of their party for that county." MCL 168.599(1). The Bylaws state that 

"[t]hese persons shall be known as Statutory Members of the Executive Committee." Def,'s Ex. 2, 

1. Also, Elected Members "must be equal to the number of candidates of the Party for election to 

county and state legislative office in Kalamazoo County." Id. 

Neither the Michigan Legislature nor the Bylaws provide guidance in the event that a 

vacancy of a Statutory seat occurs. The guidance given by the Michigan Legislature is that "the 

Executive Committee ... may fill a vacancy in any of its offices." MCL 168.599(1). Additionally, 

the Bylaws simply state that "[i]f a vacancy occurs in the position of a Statutory Member of the 

Executive Committee and there is a special election held to fill the office, the vacancy may only 

be filled by the person who is the new Republican nominee for the office in question." Def,'s Ex. 

2, 2. 

Reading the Bylaws as plainly written, against the backdrop of Kalamazoo County having 

18 county and State legislative offices, there must be 18 Statutory Members and 18 Elected 

Members. When three Statutory Members left, it meant that there were only 15 Statutory Members. 

The party then had to choose whether to only have 15 Statutory and Elected Members each, 

violating Article III(3)(A), or to elect three members in Statutory Seats, violating Article Ill(3)(B). 

No matter what the Party does it will violate its Bylaws in some way. The first option places 

importance on the idea that the amount of Statutory and Elected Members should be balanced 

between one another. The second option places importance on the idea that the more people there 

are to have their voices heard, the better. There is no guidance given to the KGOP regarding how 
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to settle this situation. When the KGOP chose to elect members into Statutory Seats, it had the 

discretion to do so under MCL 168.599(1) and its Bylaws. Therefore, the Party is allowed to fill 

those seats as it determines under its.customs and traditions. 

Plaintiffs next argue that Defendants violated the Bylaws when they removed 17 delegates, 

including Plaintiffs. The 17 delegates were duly elected by individuals who voted in the election 

on the Republican ballot. There has been significant litigation concerning the removal of elected 

delegates in similar positions. Th.e analysis has been thoroughly presented hereinabove. The 

KGOP has no provision in its Bylaws concerning the removal of elected delegates. However, 

clearly, this has been done in other contexts and resulted in litigation. Courts have continued to 

determine that this issue falls under the political questions doctrine. Some Courts have discussed 

Court intervention when there is a direct and substantial nexus between the conduct taken and the 

resulting impact on the partisan voter and/or the general electorate. However, in looking at the 

analysis by the Cousins Court, it is clear that this does not provide a basis for judicial intervention. 

As the Supreme Court determined in Cousins, even when the dispute concerns the nomination of 

a presidential candidate, the Court should not involve itself. This Court cannot think of a more 

direct and substantial nexus than the nomination of a presidential candidate. As such, this Court 

has no jurisdiction. 

Plaintiffs argue that their removal from the Executiv~ Committee is also actionable. 

Plaintiff Pritchett-Evans is a nonvoting ex-officio member of the Executive Committee. Because 

of her ex-officio status, the Bylaws give no guidance as to the process of her removal from the 

KGOP. Pursuant to the analysis above, the question of the removal of an ex-officio member is an 

internal political question. Regarding Plaintiff Harris, the KGOP's Bylaws dictate how to remove 

an Elected Member from the Executive Committee. "A motion to consider the removal of an 
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Elected Member from the Executive Committee requires a two-thirds vote of the Elected Members 

present at a reguJar meeting of the committee." Pl.'s Ex. 6, 3. 

Here, a vote of two-thirds of the body of Elected Members was needed to consider the 

removal of an Executive Committee Member. When voting to consider the removal of the three 

Executive Committee Members, including Plaintiff Harris, there were 11 votes in favor of removal 

and six against. Def. 's Ex. 31, 1. Defendant Sacket, acting as Chair, then made a two-thirds vote 

in favor of removal and the motion passed. Id. 

The conclusion is simple. Seventeen Elected Members were present and voted. For a two

thirds vote to pass, 12 votes must have been submitted in favor of removal, but only 11 were cast 

in favor. Defendant Sackett then made a two-thirds vote to pass the Motion to Consider Removal 

regarding Plaintiff Harris. But Defendant Sackett is not one of the "Elected Members," and she 

did not have the authority to cast a vote. The Motion to Consider Removal regarding Plaintiff 

Harris should not have passed, and she was unjustly removed from the Executive Committee 

because Defendant Sacket acted ultra-virus to her authority. 

With clear overreach by the Chair, the question becomes whether this is internal party 

politics as defined by O 'Brien and its progeny. Does the improper removal of an Executive 

Committee member confer jurisdiction for this Court? This is a question that is not only governed 

by the Bylaws in question but also has a direct-and-substantial nexus to the potential nomination 

of Republican candidates as described herein above by Defense expert Dishaw. 

Plaintiffs also seek a Judicial Declaration for the Michigan Constitution pursuant to Article 

1 § 2 Equal Protection of the Laws and Due Process. Compl. ~ 43-50. Plaintiffs pray for equitable 

relief and a declaratory judgment, a grant of declaratory judgment that Defendants violated 

Plaintiffs' Michigan Constitutional rights, a grant of Plaintiffs' costs, expenses, and attorney fees, 
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and a grant of compensatory, incidental, noneconomic, and punitive damages. Id. at 150. 

"Constitutional protections apply to governmental action only ... " Marhsal/ v. Cent Med 

Imaging MRI & CT Ctr., 2014 Mich. App. LEXIS 701, 2014 WL 1515279 (2014) (citing City of 

Grand Rapids v. Impens, 414 Mich. 667, 673; 327 N.W.2d 278 (1982)). Furthermore, a "private 

entity can qualify as a state actor in a few limited circumstances - including, for example, (i) when 

the private entity performs a traditional exclusive public function ... (ii) when the government 

compels the private entity to take a particular action ... or (iii) when the government acts jointly 

with the private entity. Manhattan Cmty. Access Corp. v. Halleck, 139 S. Ct. 1921, 1928 (2019). 

However, constitutional relief "simply does not apply outside the context of a claim that 

the state (or a state official sued in an official capacity) has violated individual rights protected 

under the Michigan Constitution." Jones v. Powell, 577 N.W.2d 130, 136 (Mich. Ct. App. 1998). 

Additionally, "[i]n cases involving entities other than the state as a party defendant, the plaintiffs 

have available a number of alternative remedies." Id. at 134. 

In Jackson v. Metropolitan Edison Co., 419 U.S. 345, 354 (1974) it was held that 

"[ d]octors, optometrists, lawyers, Metropolitan, . . . are all in regulated businesses, providing 

arguable essential goods and services, 'affected with a public interest"' and that the Supreme Court 

"does not believe that such a status converts their every action, absent more into that of the State." 

Additionally, In Blum v. Yarertsky, 457 U.S. 991, 1011 (1982) there was "state subsidization of 

the operating and capital costs of the facilities, payment of the medical expenses of more than 90% 

of the patients in the facilities, and the licensing of the facilities by the State" and the Supreme 

Court was "nonetheless unable to agree that the State is responsible for the decisions challenged 

by respondents." 

Here, we have a political party, a private entity, that was performing its intraparty private 
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actions. To claim constitutional relief, the entity that Plaintiffs claim relief from must be a State 

actor or entity performing State actions. Defendants in this case are not State actors. Furthermore, 

they were not performing State actions when deciding whom thefr intraparty delegates will be. 

Therefore, Plaintiffs are unable to assert claims for constitutional relief, and Defendant's Motion 

for Summary Disposition regarding this count is granted. 

Plaintiffs' third count alleges a Breach of Fiduciary Duty. Compl., 51-56. They pray for 

costs, expenses, and attorney fees, compensatory, incidental, noneconomic, and punitive damages 

in excess of $25,000. Id. at, 56. 

Plaintiffs allege that Defendant Sackett, acting as KOOP chair, breached her fiduciary duty, 

by "knowingly moving forward with a vote for three precinct delegates as Statutory Members of 

the KOOP Executive Committee and then seating them as elected precinct delegates in a Statutory 

seat contrary to MCL 168.599(1) and Article XIIJ of the MRSC Bylaws." Id. at, 11. A "fiduciary 

duty" is defined by Black's Law Dictionary as "[a] duty to act with the highest degree of honesty 

and loyalty toward another person and in the best interests of the other person (such as the duty 

that one partner owes to another). For example, directors have a duty not to engage in self-dealing 

to further their own personal interests rather than the interests of the corporation." Black's Law 

Dictionary (11th ed. 2019). As well, the relevant portion of Article XIIl(A) of the MRSC Bylaws 

states: " [t]he county executive committee of each county shall adopt its own bylaws and rules of 

procedure." Pl. 's Ex. C, 20. 

Defendants allegedly violated MCL 168.59(1), which states that the KOOP, as a "political 

party," is to "select a number of persons equal to the number of county offices and state legislative 

officers for which candidates were nominated at the last [two] preceding fall primary elections." 

Compl. , 11. By voting to seat three precinct delegates into the statutory seats, Plaintiffs argue that 
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Defendants essentially made the balance between the Statutory Members and Elected Members 

not equal. Id. Plaintiffs also allege that seating Elected Members in seats of Statutory Members 

diluted Plaintiff Harris' s vote. Id. at ~ 3 7. 

Plaintiffs also allege that Defendant Sackett breached her fiduciary duty by removing 

Plaintiffs, among others, from their positions. Id. at~ 17. Plaintiffs further allege that Defendants 

violated MCL 168.599(1) and Article III(3)(B) by removing Elected Members, including Plaintiff 

Harris. Id. at ~ 11. Plaintiffs allege that they will suffer irreparable harm by being permanently 

removed from the KGOP. Id. at ii 37. Plaintiffs also allege that they have been denied equal 

protection of the law. Id. 

The right of an organization to select its own leader is fundamental to a political party. 

Here, Plaintiffs allege that Defendant Sackett, the KGOP's Chair, breached her fiduciary duty. 

When deciding whether this count is able to be adjudicated in this Court, it is fundamental to 

consider that this count is wholly internal in nature. The body of the KGOP selected Defendant 

Sackett to be its Chair and now Plaintiffs disagree with some of her actions and state that they are 

entitled to monetary relief, among other types of relief. 

This count is an intraparty dispute. Also, the relief that Plaintiffs seek is monetary. 

Plaintiffs do not seek to right wrongdoing by Defendant Sackett through equitable relief here. 

There exist cases in Michigan where Courts have subject-matter jurisdiction to hear cases 

involving claims of breach of fiduciary duty regarding embezzlement. Impressions Apparel v. 

Porter, 2007 Mich. Cir. LEXIS 1090, *12 (6th Jud. Cir. Ct. 2007). Foster v. Oliver, 2015 Mich 

App. LEXIS 1783, *2, 12 (Mich. Ct. App. 2015). However, there does not exist cases in Michigan 

where Courts have subject-matter jurisdiction to hear claims of fiduciary duty regarding a political 

party's internal disputes. Even ignoring the political questions doctrine put forth by Defendants, it 
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is unclear whether this Court has the jurisdiction to hear this count. Taking into account the 

political questions doctrine, it is clear that this Court does not have the jurisdiction to hear this 

count. Defendant's Motion for Swnmary Judgment regarding this claim is granted. 

Plaintiffs' final count alleges an Action for Libel or Slander pursuant to MCL 600.2911. 

Compl. ~ 57-63. They pray for costs, expenses, and attorney fees, compensatory, incidental, 

noneconomic, and punitive damages in excess of $25,000. Id. at , 63. Plaintiffs allege that 

Defendants defamed them in a press release published on February 21, 2023, and in censure notices 

distributed on March 1, 2023. Defendant's Motion for Summary Disposition is denied with respect 

to this count because there is not sufficient evidence at this time to grant it and further development 

of the record is needed. Summary disposition under MCR 2. l 16(C)(l0) is generally considered to 

be premature if discovery concerning a disputed issue is incomplete. Ensink v. Mecosta Cnty. Gen. 

Hosp., 262 Mich. App. 518, 540; 687 NW2d 143 (2004). 

Issues such as defamation allegations are heavily fact specific. With discovery incomplete, 

analysis of these issues is premature and not subject to summary disposition. At this point in time, 

the Complaint lays out enough to put Defendants on notice of what is being alleged. Whether or 

not those allegations can be proven is something to be analyzed after discovery has finished. 

CONCLUSION 

This Court is a Court of record endowed by the Michigan Constitution with "original 

jurisdiction in all matters not prohibited by law," in addition to having "power to issue, hear and 

determine prerogative and remedial writs, supervisory and general control over all inferior courts 

and tribunals," and "jurisdiction of other cases and matters as provided by riles of the Supreme 

Court." Mich. Const. art. VI, § 13. Thus, this Court is assumed to have jurisdiction unless the 

matter in question is specifically excluded by law. Lester v. Spreen, 84 Mich. App. 689 ( 1978). 
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MCR 8.117 and the Supreme Court Administrator's Office recognize that, among circuit court 

case type codes is "CC" for "all condemnation proceedings." 

Moreover, unless divested of it.s presumptive jurisdiction by a specific statute, this Court, 

or any Court, must exercise the jurisdiction conferred upon it as summarized in Union Pac. RR 

Co. v. Brotherhood of Locomotive Eng'rs, 558 U.S. 67, 71 (2009). Michigan courts, like their 

federal counterparts, "are not permitted either to enlarge or diminish the jurisdiction conferred by 

statute or the constirution." In re Hatcher, 443 Mich. 426, 433 (1993). 

If the Supreme Court has found unconstitutional government actions that serve to protect 

against political disenfranchisement, then certainly a claim by Plaintiffs relying on that same 

argument cannot be considered proper before this Court. See supra Cousins, 419 U.S. at 491. 

Those individuals who voted to elect Plaintiff Harris, and the other two members, do not have a 

vested right to those Elected seats. The Bylaws provided for a method ofremoval. See Pl. 's Ex. 6, 

3. 

The more challenging question concerns whether there is a contractual claim based on a 

clear violation of the Bylaws in the removal of Ms. Harris. As discussed hereinabove, this is not 

part of Plaintiffs' Complaint. 

It is hereby ordered and adjudged that Plaintiffs Counts I, II and III are dismissed for the 

reasons stated hereinabove. No costs or attorneys' fees are assessed. . 

It is further ordered that discovery can resume consistent with the scope of this decision. 

IT IS SO ORDERED. 

Dated: August I 0. 2023 
CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE 
Honorable Curtis J. Bell 
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5250 Lovers Lane, Suite LL110, Portage, Mi, 49002 | 269-323-0067 | chair@kgop.us | kgop.org 

 
 
 
November 17, 2023 
 
 
Angela Palomaki 
708 N Boulevard St 
Vicksburg, Michigan 49097 
 
 
RE: Membership Status 
 
 
Dear Angela Palomaki, 
 
This letter is to notify you that your membership with the Kalamazoo County Republican 
Committee (KGOP) has been revoked in accordance with Section 4.3. of the KGOP 
Bylaws (https://kgop.org/?page_id=1918). 
 
If you wish to appeal this decision, you may contact the Secretary at secretary@kgop.us.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

                   
 
Kelly Sackett      Kathleen Olmsted 
 
KGOP Chairwoman     KGOP Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
5250 Lovers Lane, Suite LL110, Portage, Mi, 49002 | 269-323-0067 | chair@kgop.us | kgop.org 

 
 
 
November 17, 2023 
 
 
Ann Brissette 
2656 Orange Meadow Ln 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49004 
 
 
RE: Membership Status 
 
 
Dear Ann Brissette, 
 
This letter is to notify you that your membership with the Kalamazoo County Republican 
Committee (KGOP) has been revoked in accordance with Section 4.3. of the KGOP 
Bylaws (https://kgop.org/?page_id=1918). 
 
If you wish to appeal this decision, you may contact the Secretary at secretary@kgop.us.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

                   
 
Kelly Sackett      Kathleen Olmsted 
 
KGOP Chairwoman     KGOP Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
5250 Lovers Lane, Suite LL110, Portage, Mi, 49002 | 269-323-0067 | chair@kgop.us | kgop.org 

 
 
 
November 17, 2023 
 
 
Bruce Lenardson 
7534 Farmington Ave 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49009 
 
 
RE: Membership Status 
 
 
Dear Bruce Lenardson, 
 
This letter is to notify you that your membership with the Kalamazoo County Republican 
Committee (KGOP) has been revoked in accordance with Section 4.3. of the KGOP 
Bylaws (https://kgop.org/?page_id=1918). 
 
If you wish to appeal this decision, you may contact the Secretary at secretary@kgop.us.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

                   
 
Kelly Sackett      Kathleen Olmsted 
 
KGOP Chairwoman     KGOP Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
5250 Lovers Lane, Suite LL110, Portage, Mi, 49002 | 269-323-0067 | chair@kgop.us | kgop.org 

 
 
 
November 17, 2023 
 
 
C.James Mallinson 
1311 Manor St 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49006 
 
 
RE: Membership Status 
 
 
Dear C.James Mallinson, 
 
This letter is to notify you that your membership with the Kalamazoo County Republican 
Committee (KGOP) has been revoked in accordance with Section 4.3. of the KGOP 
Bylaws (https://kgop.org/?page_id=1918). 
 
If you wish to appeal this decision, you may contact the Secretary at secretary@kgop.us.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

                   
 
Kelly Sackett      Kathleen Olmsted 
 
KGOP Chairwoman     KGOP Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
5250 Lovers Lane, Suite LL110, Portage, Mi, 49002 | 269-323-0067 | chair@kgop.us | kgop.org 

 
 
 
November 17, 2023 
 
 
Christian Chojnowski 
11243 Delmar 
Richland, Michigan 49083 
 
 
RE: Membership Status 
 
 
Dear Christian Chojnowski, 
 
This letter is to notify you that your membership with the Kalamazoo County Republican 
Committee (KGOP) has been revoked in accordance with Section 4.3. of the KGOP 
Bylaws (https://kgop.org/?page_id=1918). 
 
If you wish to appeal this decision, you may contact the Secretary at secretary@kgop.us.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

                   
 
Kelly Sackett      Kathleen Olmsted 
 
KGOP Chairwoman     KGOP Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
5250 Lovers Lane, Suite LL110, Portage, Mi, 49002 | 269-323-0067 | chair@kgop.us | kgop.org 

 
 
 
November 17, 2023 
 
 
Cindy Little 
525 Grand Pre Ave 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49006 
 
 
RE: Membership Status 
 
 
Dear Cindy Little, 
 
This letter is to notify you that your membership with the Kalamazoo County Republican 
Committee (KGOP) has been revoked in accordance with Section 4.3. of the KGOP 
Bylaws (https://kgop.org/?page_id=1918). 
 
If you wish to appeal this decision, you may contact the Secretary at secretary@kgop.us.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

                   
 
Kelly Sackett      Kathleen Olmsted 
 
KGOP Chairwoman     KGOP Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
5250 Lovers Lane, Suite LL110, Portage, Mi, 49002 | 269-323-0067 | chair@kgop.us | kgop.org 

 
 
 
November 17, 2023 
 
 
Dana Craft 
7757 Bowers Harbor Ave 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49009 
 
 
RE: Membership Status 
 
 
Dear Dana Craft, 
 
This letter is to notify you that your membership with the Kalamazoo County Republican 
Committee (KGOP) has been revoked in accordance with Section 4.3. of the KGOP 
Bylaws (https://kgop.org/?page_id=1918). 
 
If you wish to appeal this decision, you may contact the Secretary at secretary@kgop.us.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

                   
 
Kelly Sackett      Kathleen Olmsted 
 
KGOP Chairwoman     KGOP Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
5250 Lovers Lane, Suite LL110, Portage, Mi, 49002 | 269-323-0067 | chair@kgop.us | kgop.org 

 
 
 
November 17, 2023 
 
 
Dana Hatfield 
6039 Danford Creek Dr Apt 1 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49009 
 
 
RE: Membership Status 
 
 
Dear Dana Hatfield, 
 
This letter is to notify you that your membership with the Kalamazoo County Republican 
Committee (KGOP) has been revoked in accordance with Section 4.3. of the KGOP 
Bylaws (https://kgop.org/?page_id=1918). 
 
If you wish to appeal this decision, you may contact the Secretary at secretary@kgop.us.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

                   
 
Kelly Sackett      Kathleen Olmsted 
 
KGOP Chairwoman     KGOP Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
5250 Lovers Lane, Suite LL110, Portage, Mi, 49002 | 269-323-0067 | chair@kgop.us | kgop.org 

 
 
 
November 17, 2023 
 
 
Daniel Hoffman 
6841 Evergreen St 
Portage, Michigan 49024 
 
 
RE: Membership Status 
 
 
Dear Daniel Hoffman, 
 
This letter is to notify you that your membership with the Kalamazoo County Republican 
Committee (KGOP) has been revoked in accordance with Section 4.3. of the KGOP 
Bylaws (https://kgop.org/?page_id=1918). 
 
If you wish to appeal this decision, you may contact the Secretary at secretary@kgop.us.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

                   
 
Kelly Sackett      Kathleen Olmsted 
 
KGOP Chairwoman     KGOP Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
5250 Lovers Lane, Suite LL110, Portage, Mi, 49002 | 269-323-0067 | chair@kgop.us | kgop.org 

 
 
 
November 17, 2023 
 
 
David Stevens 
6224 Avon St 
Portage, Michigan 49024 
 
 
RE: Membership Status 
 
 
Dear David Stevens, 
 
This letter is to notify you that your membership with the Kalamazoo County Republican 
Committee (KGOP) has been revoked in accordance with Section 4.3. of the KGOP 
Bylaws (https://kgop.org/?page_id=1918). 
 
If you wish to appeal this decision, you may contact the Secretary at secretary@kgop.us.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

                   
 
Kelly Sackett      Kathleen Olmsted 
 
KGOP Chairwoman     KGOP Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
5250 Lovers Lane, Suite LL110, Portage, Mi, 49002 | 269-323-0067 | chair@kgop.us | kgop.org 

 
 
 
November 17, 2023 
 
 
Debra Thompson-Smith 
4040 Greenleaf Cir Apt 211 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49008 
 
 
RE: Membership Status 
 
 
Dear Debra Thompson-Smith, 
 
This letter is to notify you that your membership with the Kalamazoo County Republican 
Committee (KGOP) has been revoked in accordance with Section 4.3. of the KGOP 
Bylaws (https://kgop.org/?page_id=1918). 
 
If you wish to appeal this decision, you may contact the Secretary at secretary@kgop.us.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

                   
 
Kelly Sackett      Kathleen Olmsted 
 
KGOP Chairwoman     KGOP Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
5250 Lovers Lane, Suite LL110, Portage, Mi, 49002 | 269-323-0067 | chair@kgop.us | kgop.org 

 
 
 
November 17, 2023 
 
 
Dennis Kehoe 
11806 Heron St 
Schoolcraft, Michigan 49087 
 
 
RE: Membership Status 
 
 
Dear Dennis Kehoe, 
 
This letter is to notify you that your membership with the Kalamazoo County Republican 
Committee (KGOP) has been revoked in accordance with Section 4.3. of the KGOP 
Bylaws (https://kgop.org/?page_id=1918). 
 
If you wish to appeal this decision, you may contact the Secretary at secretary@kgop.us.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

                   
 
Kelly Sackett      Kathleen Olmsted 
 
KGOP Chairwoman     KGOP Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
5250 Lovers Lane, Suite LL110, Portage, Mi, 49002 | 269-323-0067 | chair@kgop.us | kgop.org 

 
 
 
November 17, 2023 
 
 
Gail Koporetz 
8736 E D Ave 
Richland, Michigan 49083 
 
 
RE: Membership Status 
 
 
Dear Gail Koporetz, 
 
This letter is to notify you that your membership with the Kalamazoo County Republican 
Committee (KGOP) has been revoked in accordance with Section 4.3. of the KGOP 
Bylaws (https://kgop.org/?page_id=1918). 
 
If you wish to appeal this decision, you may contact the Secretary at secretary@kgop.us.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

                   
 
Kelly Sackett      Kathleen Olmsted 
 
KGOP Chairwoman     KGOP Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
5250 Lovers Lane, Suite LL110, Portage, Mi, 49002 | 269-323-0067 | chair@kgop.us | kgop.org 

 
 
 
November 17, 2023 
 
 
Gary Mitchell 
2977 Hickory Nut Ln 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49004 
 
 
RE: Membership Status 
 
 
Dear Gary Mitchell, 
 
This letter is to notify you that your membership with the Kalamazoo County Republican 
Committee (KGOP) has been revoked in accordance with Section 4.3. of the KGOP 
Bylaws (https://kgop.org/?page_id=1918). 
 
If you wish to appeal this decision, you may contact the Secretary at secretary@kgop.us.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

                   
 
Kelly Sackett      Kathleen Olmsted 
 
KGOP Chairwoman     KGOP Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
5250 Lovers Lane, Suite LL110, Portage, Mi, 49002 | 269-323-0067 | chair@kgop.us | kgop.org 

 
 
 
November 17, 2023 
 
 
George Beuckelaere 
1903 Lakeway Ave 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49001 
 
 
RE: Membership Status 
 
 
Dear George Beuckelaere, 
 
This letter is to notify you that your membership with the Kalamazoo County Republican 
Committee (KGOP) has been revoked in accordance with Section 4.3. of the KGOP 
Bylaws (https://kgop.org/?page_id=1918). 
 
If you wish to appeal this decision, you may contact the Secretary at secretary@kgop.us.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

                   
 
Kelly Sackett      Kathleen Olmsted 
 
KGOP Chairwoman     KGOP Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
5250 Lovers Lane, Suite LL110, Portage, Mi, 49002 | 269-323-0067 | chair@kgop.us | kgop.org 

 
 
 
November 17, 2023 
 
 
Heather Triqueros 
1548 Notley Field Ln 
Vicksburg, Michigan 49097 
 
 
RE: Membership Status 
 
 
Dear Heather Triqueros, 
 
This letter is to notify you that your membership with the Kalamazoo County Republican 
Committee (KGOP) has been revoked in accordance with Section 4.3. of the KGOP 
Bylaws (https://kgop.org/?page_id=1918). 
 
If you wish to appeal this decision, you may contact the Secretary at secretary@kgop.us.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

                   
 
Kelly Sackett      Kathleen Olmsted 
 
KGOP Chairwoman     KGOP Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
5250 Lovers Lane, Suite LL110, Portage, Mi, 49002 | 269-323-0067 | chair@kgop.us | kgop.org 

 
 
 
November 17, 2023 
 
 
James Bloomfield Jr 
2304 W Gleneagle Dr 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49048 
 
 
RE: Membership Status 
 
 
Dear James Bloomfield Jr, 
 
This letter is to notify you that your membership with the Kalamazoo County Republican 
Committee (KGOP) has been revoked in accordance with Section 4.3. of the KGOP 
Bylaws (https://kgop.org/?page_id=1918). 
 
If you wish to appeal this decision, you may contact the Secretary at secretary@kgop.us.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

                   
 
Kelly Sackett      Kathleen Olmsted 
 
KGOP Chairwoman     KGOP Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
5250 Lovers Lane, Suite LL110, Portage, Mi, 49002 | 269-323-0067 | chair@kgop.us | kgop.org 

 
 
 
November 17, 2023 
 
 
James Mitchell 
2513 Outlook St 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49001 
 
 
RE: Membership Status 
 
 
Dear James Mitchell, 
 
This letter is to notify you that your membership with the Kalamazoo County Republican 
Committee (KGOP) has been revoked in accordance with Section 4.3. of the KGOP 
Bylaws (https://kgop.org/?page_id=1918). 
 
If you wish to appeal this decision, you may contact the Secretary at secretary@kgop.us.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

                   
 
Kelly Sackett      Kathleen Olmsted 
 
KGOP Chairwoman     KGOP Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
5250 Lovers Lane, Suite LL110, Portage, Mi, 49002 | 269-323-0067 | chair@kgop.us | kgop.org 

 
 
 
November 17, 2023 
 
 
Jamie Calder 
4044 Ivy St 
Galesburg, Michigan 49053 
 
 
RE: Membership Status 
 
 
Dear Jamie Calder, 
 
This letter is to notify you that your membership with the Kalamazoo County Republican 
Committee (KGOP) has been revoked in accordance with Section 4.3. of the KGOP 
Bylaws (https://kgop.org/?page_id=1918). 
 
If you wish to appeal this decision, you may contact the Secretary at secretary@kgop.us.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

                   
 
Kelly Sackett      Kathleen Olmsted 
 
KGOP Chairwoman     KGOP Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
5250 Lovers Lane, Suite LL110, Portage, Mi, 49002 | 269-323-0067 | chair@kgop.us | kgop.org 

 
 
 
November 17, 2023 
 
 
Jeremy Smith 
4040 Greenleaf Cir Apt 211 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49008 
 
 
RE: Membership Status 
 
 
Dear Jeremy Smith, 
 
This letter is to notify you that your membership with the Kalamazoo County Republican 
Committee (KGOP) has been revoked in accordance with Section 4.3. of the KGOP 
Bylaws (https://kgop.org/?page_id=1918). 
 
If you wish to appeal this decision, you may contact the Secretary at secretary@kgop.us.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

                   
 
Kelly Sackett      Kathleen Olmsted 
 
KGOP Chairwoman     KGOP Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
5250 Lovers Lane, Suite LL110, Portage, Mi, 49002 | 269-323-0067 | chair@kgop.us | kgop.org 

 
 
 
November 17, 2023 
 
 
Joshua Losota 
6867 Jr Dr 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49009 
 
 
RE: Membership Status 
 
 
Dear Joshua Losota, 
 
This letter is to notify you that your membership with the Kalamazoo County Republican 
Committee (KGOP) has been revoked in accordance with Section 4.3. of the KGOP 
Bylaws (https://kgop.org/?page_id=1918). 
 
If you wish to appeal this decision, you may contact the Secretary at secretary@kgop.us.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

                   
 
Kelly Sackett      Kathleen Olmsted 
 
KGOP Chairwoman     KGOP Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
5250 Lovers Lane, Suite LL110, Portage, Mi, 49002 | 269-323-0067 | chair@kgop.us | kgop.org 

 
 
 
November 17, 2023 
 
 
Julie Henderson 
1304 Lakeway Ave 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49001 
 
 
RE: Membership Status 
 
 
Dear Julie Henderson, 
 
This letter is to notify you that your membership with the Kalamazoo County Republican 
Committee (KGOP) has been revoked in accordance with Section 4.3. of the KGOP 
Bylaws (https://kgop.org/?page_id=1918). 
 
If you wish to appeal this decision, you may contact the Secretary at secretary@kgop.us.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

                   
 
Kelly Sackett      Kathleen Olmsted 
 
KGOP Chairwoman     KGOP Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
5250 Lovers Lane, Suite LL110, Portage, Mi, 49002 | 269-323-0067 | chair@kgop.us | kgop.org 

 
 
 
November 17, 2023 
 
 
Julie Pieper 
3580 W C Ave 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49009 
 
 
RE: Membership Status 
 
 
Dear Julie Pieper, 
 
This letter is to notify you that your membership with the Kalamazoo County Republican 
Committee (KGOP) has been revoked in accordance with Section 4.3. of the KGOP 
Bylaws (https://kgop.org/?page_id=1918). 
 
If you wish to appeal this decision, you may contact the Secretary at secretary@kgop.us.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

                   
 
Kelly Sackett      Kathleen Olmsted 
 
KGOP Chairwoman     KGOP Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
5250 Lovers Lane, Suite LL110, Portage, Mi, 49002 | 269-323-0067 | chair@kgop.us | kgop.org 

 
 
 
November 17, 2023 
 
 
Kathy Stoll 
2656 Orange Meadow Ln 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49004 
 
 
RE: Membership Status 
 
 
Dear Kathy Stoll, 
 
This letter is to notify you that your membership with the Kalamazoo County Republican 
Committee (KGOP) has been revoked in accordance with Section 4.3. of the KGOP 
Bylaws (https://kgop.org/?page_id=1918). 
 
If you wish to appeal this decision, you may contact the Secretary at secretary@kgop.us.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

                   
 
Kelly Sackett      Kathleen Olmsted 
 
KGOP Chairwoman     KGOP Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
5250 Lovers Lane, Suite LL110, Portage, Mi, 49002 | 269-323-0067 | chair@kgop.us | kgop.org 

 
 
 
November 17, 2023 
 
 
Kelly Cox 
7031 N 32Nd St 
Richland, Michigan 49083 
 
 
RE: Membership Status 
 
 
Dear Kelly Cox, 
 
This letter is to notify you that your membership with the Kalamazoo County Republican 
Committee (KGOP) has been revoked in accordance with Section 4.3. of the KGOP 
Bylaws (https://kgop.org/?page_id=1918). 
 
If you wish to appeal this decision, you may contact the Secretary at secretary@kgop.us.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

                   
 
Kelly Sackett      Kathleen Olmsted 
 
KGOP Chairwoman     KGOP Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
5250 Lovers Lane, Suite LL110, Portage, Mi, 49002 | 269-323-0067 | chair@kgop.us | kgop.org 

 
 
 
November 17, 2023 
 
 
Kevin Little 
6433 Old Log Trl 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49009 
 
 
RE: Membership Status 
 
 
Dear Kevin Little, 
 
This letter is to notify you that your membership with the Kalamazoo County Republican 
Committee (KGOP) has been revoked in accordance with Section 4.3. of the KGOP 
Bylaws (https://kgop.org/?page_id=1918). 
 
If you wish to appeal this decision, you may contact the Secretary at secretary@kgop.us.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

                   
 
Kelly Sackett      Kathleen Olmsted 
 
KGOP Chairwoman     KGOP Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
5250 Lovers Lane, Suite LL110, Portage, Mi, 49002 | 269-323-0067 | chair@kgop.us | kgop.org 

 
 
 
November 17, 2023 
 
 
Kurt Calder 
4044 Ivy St 
Galesburg, Michigan 49053 
 
 
RE: Membership Status 
 
 
Dear Kurt Calder, 
 
This letter is to notify you that your membership with the Kalamazoo County Republican 
Committee (KGOP) has been revoked in accordance with Section 4.3. of the KGOP 
Bylaws (https://kgop.org/?page_id=1918). 
 
If you wish to appeal this decision, you may contact the Secretary at secretary@kgop.us.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

                   
 
Kelly Sackett      Kathleen Olmsted 
 
KGOP Chairwoman     KGOP Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
5250 Lovers Lane, Suite LL110, Portage, Mi, 49002 | 269-323-0067 | chair@kgop.us | kgop.org 

 
 
 
November 17, 2023 
 
 
Lorraine Malackowski 
8031 W U Ave 
Schoolcraft, Michigan 49087 
 
 
RE: Membership Status 
 
 
Dear Lorraine Malackowski, 
 
This letter is to notify you that your membership with the Kalamazoo County Republican 
Committee (KGOP) has been revoked in accordance with Section 4.3. of the KGOP 
Bylaws (https://kgop.org/?page_id=1918). 
 
If you wish to appeal this decision, you may contact the Secretary at secretary@kgop.us.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

                   
 
Kelly Sackett      Kathleen Olmsted 
 
KGOP Chairwoman     KGOP Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
5250 Lovers Lane, Suite LL110, Portage, Mi, 49002 | 269-323-0067 | chair@kgop.us | kgop.org 

 
 
 
November 17, 2023 
 
 
Manfred Martin 
1622 Plumtree Ave 
Portage, Michigan 49002 
 
 
RE: Membership Status 
 
 
Dear Manfred Martin, 
 
This letter is to notify you that your membership with the Kalamazoo County Republican 
Committee (KGOP) has been revoked in accordance with Section 4.3. of the KGOP 
Bylaws (https://kgop.org/?page_id=1918). 
 
If you wish to appeal this decision, you may contact the Secretary at secretary@kgop.us.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

                   
 
Kelly Sackett      Kathleen Olmsted 
 
KGOP Chairwoman     KGOP Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
5250 Lovers Lane, Suite LL110, Portage, Mi, 49002 | 269-323-0067 | chair@kgop.us | kgop.org 

 
 
 
November 17, 2023 
 
 
Mark Chilcott 
6909 Crest Point Ct 
Portage, Michigan 49024 
 
 
RE: Membership Status 
 
 
Dear Mark Chilcott, 
 
This letter is to notify you that your membership with the Kalamazoo County Republican 
Committee (KGOP) has been revoked in accordance with Section 4.3. of the KGOP 
Bylaws (https://kgop.org/?page_id=1918). 
 
If you wish to appeal this decision, you may contact the Secretary at secretary@kgop.us.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

                   
 
Kelly Sackett      Kathleen Olmsted 
 
KGOP Chairwoman     KGOP Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
5250 Lovers Lane, Suite LL110, Portage, Mi, 49002 | 269-323-0067 | chair@kgop.us | kgop.org 

 
 
 
November 17, 2023 
 
 
Megan Haan 
8574 Doe Ave 
Galesburg, Michigan 49053 
 
 
RE: Membership Status 
 
 
Dear Megan Haan, 
 
This letter is to notify you that your membership with the Kalamazoo County Republican 
Committee (KGOP) has been revoked in accordance with Section 4.3. of the KGOP 
Bylaws (https://kgop.org/?page_id=1918). 
 
If you wish to appeal this decision, you may contact the Secretary at secretary@kgop.us.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

                   
 
Kelly Sackett      Kathleen Olmsted 
 
KGOP Chairwoman     KGOP Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
5250 Lovers Lane, Suite LL110, Portage, Mi, 49002 | 269-323-0067 | chair@kgop.us | kgop.org 

 
 
 
November 17, 2023 
 
 
Melvin Reeves 
504 Keyes Dr 
Parchment, Michigan 49004 
 
 
RE: Membership Status 
 
 
Dear Melvin Reeves, 
 
This letter is to notify you that your membership with the Kalamazoo County Republican 
Committee (KGOP) has been revoked in accordance with Section 4.3. of the KGOP 
Bylaws (https://kgop.org/?page_id=1918). 
 
If you wish to appeal this decision, you may contact the Secretary at secretary@kgop.us.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

                   
 
Kelly Sackett      Kathleen Olmsted 
 
KGOP Chairwoman     KGOP Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
5250 Lovers Lane, Suite LL110, Portage, Mi, 49002 | 269-323-0067 | chair@kgop.us | kgop.org 

 
 
 
November 17, 2023 
 
 
Pamela Herbert 
6717 S 30Th St 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49048 
 
 
RE: Membership Status 
 
 
Dear Pamela Herbert, 
 
This letter is to notify you that your membership with the Kalamazoo County Republican 
Committee (KGOP) has been revoked in accordance with Section 4.3. of the KGOP 
Bylaws (https://kgop.org/?page_id=1918). 
 
If you wish to appeal this decision, you may contact the Secretary at secretary@kgop.us.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

                   
 
Kelly Sackett      Kathleen Olmsted 
 
KGOP Chairwoman     KGOP Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
5250 Lovers Lane, Suite LL110, Portage, Mi, 49002 | 269-323-0067 | chair@kgop.us | kgop.org 

 
 
 
November 17, 2023 
 
 
Patricia Doran 
12346 N Sherman Lake Dr 
Augusta, Michigan 49012 
 
 
RE: Membership Status 
 
 
Dear Patricia Doran, 
 
This letter is to notify you that your membership with the Kalamazoo County Republican 
Committee (KGOP) has been revoked in accordance with Section 4.3. of the KGOP 
Bylaws (https://kgop.org/?page_id=1918). 
 
If you wish to appeal this decision, you may contact the Secretary at secretary@kgop.us.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

                   
 
Kelly Sackett      Kathleen Olmsted 
 
KGOP Chairwoman     KGOP Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
5250 Lovers Lane, Suite LL110, Portage, Mi, 49002 | 269-323-0067 | chair@kgop.us | kgop.org 

 
 
 
November 17, 2023 
 
 
Paul Seals 
5829 Vista Rdg 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49009 
 
 
RE: Membership Status 
 
 
Dear Paul Seals, 
 
This letter is to notify you that your membership with the Kalamazoo County Republican 
Committee (KGOP) has been revoked in accordance with Section 4.3. of the KGOP 
Bylaws (https://kgop.org/?page_id=1918). 
 
If you wish to appeal this decision, you may contact the Secretary at secretary@kgop.us.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

                   
 
Kelly Sackett      Kathleen Olmsted 
 
KGOP Chairwoman     KGOP Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
5250 Lovers Lane, Suite LL110, Portage, Mi, 49002 | 269-323-0067 | chair@kgop.us | kgop.org 

 
 
 
November 17, 2023 
 
 
Paula Hochstetler 
12867 S 36Th St 
Vicksburg, Michigan 49097 
 
 
RE: Membership Status 
 
 
Dear Paula Hochstetler, 
 
This letter is to notify you that your membership with the Kalamazoo County Republican 
Committee (KGOP) has been revoked in accordance with Section 4.3. of the KGOP 
Bylaws (https://kgop.org/?page_id=1918). 
 
If you wish to appeal this decision, you may contact the Secretary at secretary@kgop.us.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

                   
 
Kelly Sackett      Kathleen Olmsted 
 
KGOP Chairwoman     KGOP Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
5250 Lovers Lane, Suite LL110, Portage, Mi, 49002 | 269-323-0067 | chair@kgop.us | kgop.org 

 
 
 
November 17, 2023 
 
 
Rebecca Larsen 
6209 Winddrift Ave 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49009 
 
 
RE: Membership Status 
 
 
Dear Rebecca Larsen, 
 
This letter is to notify you that your membership with the Kalamazoo County Republican 
Committee (KGOP) has been revoked in accordance with Section 4.3. of the KGOP 
Bylaws (https://kgop.org/?page_id=1918). 
 
If you wish to appeal this decision, you may contact the Secretary at secretary@kgop.us.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

                   
 
Kelly Sackett      Kathleen Olmsted 
 
KGOP Chairwoman     KGOP Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
5250 Lovers Lane, Suite LL110, Portage, Mi, 49002 | 269-323-0067 | chair@kgop.us | kgop.org 

 
 
 
November 17, 2023 
 
 
Robert Heuermann 
7534 Yorktown 
Richland, Michigan 49083 
 
 
RE: Membership Status 
 
 
Dear Robert Heuermann, 
 
This letter is to notify you that your membership with the Kalamazoo County Republican 
Committee (KGOP) has been revoked in accordance with Section 4.3. of the KGOP 
Bylaws (https://kgop.org/?page_id=1918). 
 
If you wish to appeal this decision, you may contact the Secretary at secretary@kgop.us.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

                   
 
Kelly Sackett      Kathleen Olmsted 
 
KGOP Chairwoman     KGOP Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
5250 Lovers Lane, Suite LL110, Portage, Mi, 49002 | 269-323-0067 | chair@kgop.us | kgop.org 

 
 
 
November 17, 2023 
 
 
Rodney Halcomb 
10715 S S Ave E 
Scotts, Michigan 49088 
 
 
RE: Membership Status 
 
 
Dear Rodney Halcomb, 
 
This letter is to notify you that your membership with the Kalamazoo County Republican 
Committee (KGOP) has been revoked in accordance with Section 4.3. of the KGOP 
Bylaws (https://kgop.org/?page_id=1918). 
 
If you wish to appeal this decision, you may contact the Secretary at secretary@kgop.us.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

                   
 
Kelly Sackett      Kathleen Olmsted 
 
KGOP Chairwoman     KGOP Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
5250 Lovers Lane, Suite LL110, Portage, Mi, 49002 | 269-323-0067 | chair@kgop.us | kgop.org 

 
 
 
November 17, 2023 
 
 
Ruth Berjawi 
717 Chalfonte Ave 
Portage, Michigan 49024 
 
 
RE: Membership Status 
 
 
Dear Ruth Berjawi, 
 
This letter is to notify you that your membership with the Kalamazoo County Republican 
Committee (KGOP) has been revoked in accordance with Section 4.3. of the KGOP 
Bylaws (https://kgop.org/?page_id=1918). 
 
If you wish to appeal this decision, you may contact the Secretary at secretary@kgop.us.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

                   
 
Kelly Sackett      Kathleen Olmsted 
 
KGOP Chairwoman     KGOP Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
5250 Lovers Lane, Suite LL110, Portage, Mi, 49002 | 269-323-0067 | chair@kgop.us | kgop.org 

 
 
 
November 17, 2023 
 
 
Sandra Bloomfield 
2304 W Gleneagle Dr 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49048 
 
 
RE: Membership Status 
 
 
Dear Sandra Bloomfield, 
 
This letter is to notify you that your membership with the Kalamazoo County Republican 
Committee (KGOP) has been revoked in accordance with Section 4.3. of the KGOP 
Bylaws (https://kgop.org/?page_id=1918). 
 
If you wish to appeal this decision, you may contact the Secretary at secretary@kgop.us.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

                   
 
Kelly Sackett      Kathleen Olmsted 
 
KGOP Chairwoman     KGOP Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
5250 Lovers Lane, Suite LL110, Portage, Mi, 49002 | 269-323-0067 | chair@kgop.us | kgop.org 

 
 
 
November 17, 2023 
 
 
Sarah Gage 
10301 Terry Ln 
Portage, Michigan 49002 
 
 
RE: Membership Status 
 
 
Dear Sarah Gage, 
 
This letter is to notify you that your membership with the Kalamazoo County Republican 
Committee (KGOP) has been revoked in accordance with Section 4.3. of the KGOP 
Bylaws (https://kgop.org/?page_id=1918). 
 
If you wish to appeal this decision, you may contact the Secretary at secretary@kgop.us.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

                   
 
Kelly Sackett      Kathleen Olmsted 
 
KGOP Chairwoman     KGOP Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
5250 Lovers Lane, Suite LL110, Portage, Mi, 49002 | 269-323-0067 | chair@kgop.us | kgop.org 

 
 
 
November 17, 2023 
 
 
Sarah Losota 
6867 Jr Dr 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49009 
 
 
RE: Membership Status 
 
 
Dear Sarah Losota, 
 
This letter is to notify you that your membership with the Kalamazoo County Republican 
Committee (KGOP) has been revoked in accordance with Section 4.3. of the KGOP 
Bylaws (https://kgop.org/?page_id=1918). 
 
If you wish to appeal this decision, you may contact the Secretary at secretary@kgop.us.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

                   
 
Kelly Sackett      Kathleen Olmsted 
 
KGOP Chairwoman     KGOP Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
5250 Lovers Lane, Suite LL110, Portage, Mi, 49002 | 269-323-0067 | chair@kgop.us | kgop.org 

 
 
 
November 17, 2023 
 
 
Shelby Crouse 
10172 W Kl Ave 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49009 
 
 
RE: Membership Status 
 
 
Dear Shelby Crouse, 
 
This letter is to notify you that your membership with the Kalamazoo County Republican 
Committee (KGOP) has been revoked in accordance with Section 4.3. of the KGOP 
Bylaws (https://kgop.org/?page_id=1918). 
 
If you wish to appeal this decision, you may contact the Secretary at secretary@kgop.us.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

                   
 
Kelly Sackett      Kathleen Olmsted 
 
KGOP Chairwoman     KGOP Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
5250 Lovers Lane, Suite LL110, Portage, Mi, 49002 | 269-323-0067 | chair@kgop.us | kgop.org 

 
 
 
November 17, 2023 
 
 
Shelby Nowak 
5902 Baywood Dr 
Portage, Michigan 49024 
 
 
RE: Membership Status 
 
 
Dear Shelby Nowak, 
 
This letter is to notify you that your membership with the Kalamazoo County Republican 
Committee (KGOP) has been revoked in accordance with Section 4.3. of the KGOP 
Bylaws (https://kgop.org/?page_id=1918). 
 
If you wish to appeal this decision, you may contact the Secretary at secretary@kgop.us.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

                   
 
Kelly Sackett      Kathleen Olmsted 
 
KGOP Chairwoman     KGOP Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
5250 Lovers Lane, Suite LL110, Portage, Mi, 49002 | 269-323-0067 | chair@kgop.us | kgop.org 

 
 
 
November 17, 2023 
 
 
Shelly Misak 
10743 Callaway Ave 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49009 
 
 
RE: Membership Status 
 
 
Dear Shelly Misak, 
 
This letter is to notify you that your membership with the Kalamazoo County Republican 
Committee (KGOP) has been revoked in accordance with Section 4.3. of the KGOP 
Bylaws (https://kgop.org/?page_id=1918). 
 
If you wish to appeal this decision, you may contact the Secretary at secretary@kgop.us.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

                   
 
Kelly Sackett      Kathleen Olmsted 
 
KGOP Chairwoman     KGOP Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
5250 Lovers Lane, Suite LL110, Portage, Mi, 49002 | 269-323-0067 | chair@kgop.us | kgop.org 

 
 
 
November 17, 2023 
 
 
Taukir Gill 
1960 Shuring Rd. 
Portage, Michigan 49204 
 
 
RE: Membership Status 
 
 
Dear Taukir Gill, 
 
This letter is to notify you that your membership with the Kalamazoo County Republican 
Committee (KGOP) has been revoked in accordance with Section 4.3. of the KGOP 
Bylaws (https://kgop.org/?page_id=1918). 
 
If you wish to appeal this decision, you may contact the Secretary at secretary@kgop.us.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

                   
 
Kelly Sackett      Kathleen Olmsted 
 
KGOP Chairwoman     KGOP Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
5250 Lovers Lane, Suite LL110, Portage, Mi, 49002 | 269-323-0067 | chair@kgop.us | kgop.org 

 
 
 
November 17, 2023 
 
 
Theresa Devries 
8888 Mountain Pine Ln 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49009 
 
 
RE: Membership Status 
 
 
Dear Theresa Devries, 
 
This letter is to notify you that your membership with the Kalamazoo County Republican 
Committee (KGOP) has been revoked in accordance with Section 4.3. of the KGOP 
Bylaws (https://kgop.org/?page_id=1918). 
 
If you wish to appeal this decision, you may contact the Secretary at secretary@kgop.us.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

                   
 
Kelly Sackett      Kathleen Olmsted 
 
KGOP Chairwoman     KGOP Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
5250 Lovers Lane, Suite LL110, Portage, Mi, 49002 | 269-323-0067 | chair@kgop.us | kgop.org 

 
 
 
November 17, 2023 
 
 
Thomas Little 
525 Grand Pre Ave 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49006 
 
 
RE: Membership Status 
 
 
Dear Thomas Little, 
 
This letter is to notify you that your membership with the Kalamazoo County Republican 
Committee (KGOP) has been revoked in accordance with Section 4.3. of the KGOP 
Bylaws (https://kgop.org/?page_id=1918). 
 
If you wish to appeal this decision, you may contact the Secretary at secretary@kgop.us.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

                   
 
Kelly Sackett      Kathleen Olmsted 
 
KGOP Chairwoman     KGOP Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
5250 Lovers Lane, Suite LL110, Portage, Mi, 49002 | 269-323-0067 | chair@kgop.us | kgop.org 

 
 
 
November 17, 2023 
 
 
Veronica Carra 
6313 Trotwood St 
Portage, Michigan 49024 
 
 
RE: Membership Status 
 
 
Dear Veronica Carra, 
 
This letter is to notify you that your membership with the Kalamazoo County Republican 
Committee (KGOP) has been revoked in accordance with Section 4.3. of the KGOP 
Bylaws (https://kgop.org/?page_id=1918). 
 
If you wish to appeal this decision, you may contact the Secretary at secretary@kgop.us.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

                   
 
Kelly Sackett      Kathleen Olmsted 
 
KGOP Chairwoman     KGOP Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
5250 Lovers Lane, Suite LL110, Portage, Mi, 49002 | 269-323-0067 | chair@kgop.us | kgop.org 

 
 
 
November 17, 2023 
 
 
William Hochstetler 
12867 S 36Th St 
Vicksburg, Michigan 49097 
 
 
RE: Membership Status 
 
 
Dear William Hochstetler, 
 
This letter is to notify you that your membership with the Kalamazoo County Republican 
Committee (KGOP) has been revoked in accordance with Section 4.3. of the KGOP 
Bylaws (https://kgop.org/?page_id=1918). 
 
If you wish to appeal this decision, you may contact the Secretary at secretary@kgop.us.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

                   
 
Kelly Sackett      Kathleen Olmsted 
 
KGOP Chairwoman     KGOP Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





Call to Kalamazoo County Special Convention
1 message

Kzoodelegates <kzoodelegates@gmail.com> Sat, Aug 12, 2023 at 3:44 PM
To: kzoodelegates@proton.me
Bcc: matthew@depernolaw.com

Dear Kalamazoo County Delegates and At-large Delegates,

A special convention by a majority of Kalamazoo County Delegates is being called.

The following issues will be addressed: 

• The egregious action of Chair, Kelly Sackett, in attempting to unilaterally

remove 17 duly elected delegates without due process. 

• The breach of contract by violating the KGOP bylaws when three delegate-

elected members were removed without the proper vote. Judge Bell wrote in his

decision, "The Motion to Consider Removal regarding Plaintiff Harris should not

have passed, and she was unjustly removed from the Executive Committee

because defendant Sackett acted ultra-virus to her authority." It was a clear

overreach by the Chair.

• The breach of contract by Kelly Sackett and other Executive Committee

members by moving forward with installing three delegates into statutory seats

violating KGOP Bylaws, Michigan Republican Party State Bylaws, and MCL

168.599. Statutory positions are set-aside for the most recent nominees for

county offices and state legislative offices. If a person is elected both a delegate

at-large and a delegate of an election district, a vacancy shall exist in the district

delegation. A person cannot occupy a delegate position and a delegate-at-large

position.

On August 10, 2023, the judge ruled that the above egregious actions are intra-party

issues and must be resolved within the party. The remedy is We the Delegates. See

the attached Call to Special Convention.

"But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same Object

evinces a design to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is their right it is their

duty, to throw off such Government, and to provide new Guards for their future



security,"  United States of America Declaration of Independence.  

Sincerely,

Kerry Lynn Elieff

Chair of the Rules Committee

Official Call to Special Convention of the Kalamazoo County Delegates_1 (3).pdf
142K

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=2e03b34e26&view=att&th=189eb47b3c497510&attid=0.1&disp=attd&realattid=f_ll8f8cgp0&safe=1&zw
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=2e03b34e26&view=att&th=189eb47b3c497510&attid=0.1&disp=attd&realattid=f_ll8f8cgp0&safe=1&zw


Official Call to Special Convention of the Kalamazoo County Delegates 

There shall be a meeting of the duly elected Precinct Delegates and the 

At-Large Delegates to the Special Convention.  

 

Location: 12th Street Baptist Church, 3911 S 12th St, Kalamazoo, MI 49009 

Time:  6:30 pm 

Date:  September 15, 2023 

Purpose:  Vote to remove the current EC and Officers and to elect a new EC body and  

  Officers.  

Only duly elected Precinct Delegates at the August 4, 2022, Primary Election, those elevated 

on a permanent basis at subsequent County Convention, and the most recent Republican 

Nominees for our County and State Legislation shall be allowed to vote on matters as may 

properly come before the Special Convention.  

Delegates are to respond by email that they have received this call to convention by no later 

than August 14, 2023, 5:00 pm.  

Kerry Lynn Elieff 

 

Chairwoman of the Rules Committee of Special Convention of the Kalamazoo County Delegates 

 

 

Respond to kzoodelegates@gmail.com











Tyranny Unmasked
1 message

Kzoodelegates <kzoodelegates@gmail.com> Sat, Sep 16, 2023 at 5:34 PM
To: Kzoodelegates <kzoodelegates@gmail.com>
Bcc: matthew@depernolaw.com

Below is an updated link for the video shown at the Special Convention. The link sent earlier
has expired. 

Tyranny Unmasked in Kalamazoo, MI (rumble.com)

God Bless,

Kzoo Delegates

https://rumble.com/v3i8m78-tyranny-unmasked-in-kalamazoo-mi.html
https://rumble.com/v3i8m78-tyranny-unmasked-in-kalamazoo-mi.html




Special Message from Chair
1 message

Kzoodelegates <kzoodelegates@gmail.com> Mon, Sep 18, 2023 at 8:41 PM
To: Kzoodelegates <kzoodelegates@gmail.com>
Bcc: matthew@depernolaw.com

To: Kalamazoo County Precinct Delegates,

My name is Rod Halcomb and on Friday night, September 15, 2023, I was elected to be the
Chairperson of the New Kalamazoo County Republican Executive Committee.

September 15, 2023 a special convention was held to determine whether or not to replace
the current Kalamazoo County Republican Executive Committee.

The purpose of the convention was to have the delegates vote to either keep or replace the
current Kalamazoo County Republican Executive Committee. A total of 73 precinct delegates
attended. The vote was an overwhelming "Yes" to replace the current Kalamazoo County
Republican Executive Committee.
There were:   69 "Ayes"   1 "Nay"   2 "Present"
One precinct delegate arrived after the replacement vote.

At the special convention the assembly voted to recognize the 18 duly elected precinct
delegates that were removed.They are in fact delegates in good standing.

After the replacement vote passed the next order of business was to elect a new Kalamazoo
County Republican Executive Committee. Eighteen precinct delegates were elected to the
new Kalamazoo County Republican Executive Committee to "represent" you.

The new Kalamazoo County Republican Executive Committee is here to represent you! Your
voices will be heard without retribution or condemnation.
If you have a concern or recommendation, please feel free to bring it to our attention.

The new executive committee believes we should work in conjunction with District 4 and the
State of Michigan Republican Party.  Synergy with other like minded patriots like District 4
and the MRP is our strength! Declaring to be a standalone organization is a weakness.

Attached are the minutes from the Special Convention for your review. We believe in
transparency. Also attached is a page comparing the former executive committee to the new
executive committee illustrating the huge difference between the two.

We represent ALL of you, not just those that agree with us.

Rod Halcomb



Chair Kalamazoo County Republican Executive Committee

2 attachments

Special Convention Minutes 9.15.23 (1).docx
24K

CURRENT vs NEW Executive Committee 3 (1).pdf
94K

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=2e03b34e26&view=att&th=18aaae2c9f2c17f4&attid=0.1&disp=attd&realattid=f_lmpl8bwb0&safe=1&zw
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=2e03b34e26&view=att&th=18aaae2c9f2c17f4&attid=0.1&disp=attd&realattid=f_lmpl8bwb0&safe=1&zw
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=2e03b34e26&view=att&th=18aaae2c9f2c17f4&attid=0.2&disp=attd&realattid=f_lmpl8mbo1&safe=1&zw
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=2e03b34e26&view=att&th=18aaae2c9f2c17f4&attid=0.2&disp=attd&realattid=f_lmpl8mbo1&safe=1&zw


FORMER Executive Committee NEW Executive Committee 

Chairperson attempted to remove 17 Precinct 
Delegates unilaterally 

New leadership won't exclude or expel people 
because they have a different point of view. 

Chairperson cast an improper vote to consider 
removal of 3 Executive Committee members 
Improper vote violating both KGOP bylaws and 
Robert Rules of Order 

New Executive committee will follow the bylaws, 
MRP rules and Robert Rules of Order 

Chairperson violated KGOP bylaws by attempting 
to remove an ex-officio Executive Committee 
member 

New Executive committee will follow the bylaws, 
MRP rules and Robert Rules of Order 

KGOP doesn't Support the MRP and its officers by 
saying they will not be attending the Mackinac 
Republican Conference 

New Executive committee believes in supporting 
the Republican Party as a whole, not pick and 
choose 

Threatening to fine the MRP if they criticize KGOP 
operations and/or conduct 

People are entitled to have differing opinions 
and we believe in open discussions 

Banning people from the KGOP for 6 years for 
supporting an alternate Republican candidate the 
KGOP doesn't endorse 

There will be no Banning of delegates 

Banning people from the KGOP for 10 years who 
the Chairperson improperly kicked out of the 
KGOP 

There will be no Banning of delegates 

Mandatory membership in the KGOP if you want 
to serve your community as a Precinct Delegate 

We hope and anticipate people will want to 
become members to support conservative ideas, 
but it will not be mandatory 

Precinct Delegates serve at the PLEASURE of the 
KGOP Executive Committee 

Precinct delegates DO NOT serve at the pleasure 
of the executive committee, the executive 
committee represents the Precinct Delegates 
they are NOT their rulers 

Precinct Delegates can be "removed from such 
position for any reason." 

Bylaws, MCL, MRP rules and Robert Rules of 
Order will be followed if an issue arises 

Has declared themselves as an "autonomous self-
governing private political organization." 
(Otherwise known as a club?) 

The NEW executive committee will work with 
the district and state republican party to forward 
conservative ideas and values 

 



SPECIAL CONVENTION OF THE KALAMAZOO COUNTY 
REPUBPICAN PRECINCT DELEGATES 

Call to Order 

At 6:30 convention was called to order by RJ Breganzer 

Attendees 

Voting members in attendance included Precinct Delegates from Districts 4 and 5 

National Anthem, Invocation, Pledge of Allegiance, Welcome 

Introduction and Appointment of Temporary Secretary – Emily Crawford 

 Read Call to Convention 

 MOTION Have on record the 18 duly elected precinct delegates that were removed are in 
fact delegates in good standing. 

o Lori Malakowski, 2nd multiple delegates 
o Motion carried without objection. 

Credentials Committee Report  

Cedential Committee presented 70 voting delegates have checked in 

 MOTION To accept delegates to constitute a quorum 
o Kim Harris, 2nd multiple delegates 
o Motion carried without objection 

Appointment of Temporary Officers 

 Temporary Parliamentarian: Ralph Rebandt 

 Temporary Sargent at Arms: Vincent Wilson 

 Temporary Tellers: Kelly Cox, Dan Hoffman, Gail Koporetz, Paul Seals, Sarah LaSota 

Rules Report 

 MOTION: To amend rules part 4 to reflect the same as the call to convention. 
o Sabrina Pritchett-Evans, 2nd multiple present 
o Motion carried without objection. 

 MOTION: To waive the reading of the rules 
o Gary Mitchell, 2nd multiple delegates 
o Motion carried without objection 

Agenda Approval  

 MOTION: To approve agenda 
o Megan Haan, 2nd multiple present 
o Motion carried without objection 

 



Election of Permanent Chair 

Sandra Vanderlugt nominated Rod Halcomb for permanent chair. Multiple seconds. No 
additional nominations 

 Roll Call Vote Rod Halcomb – 69 votes Dale Sugars – 1  

Appointment of Permanent Officers 

 Secretary: Emily Crawford 

Parliamentarian: Ralph Rebandt 

 Sargent at Arms: Vincent Wilson 

 Tellers: Kelly Cox, Dan Hoffman, Gail Koporetz, Paul Seals, Sarah LaSota 

 Organization Committee Chair: Kerry Lynn Elieff 

 Credentials Committee Chair: Kim Harris 

 No objection 

 MOTION to view video. 
o Sabrina Pritchett-Evans  
o body agreed to view per common consent. 

Vote to Replace Current Executive Committee 

 MOTION to replace current delegate elected executive committee members. 
o David Stevens, 2nd multiple delegates 
o Vote conducted by secret ballot.  
o AYES: 69 NAYS: 1 PRESENT: 2 Motion carried 

Vote to Elect New Executive Committee 

 MOTION: Randomize Selection List 
o Kathy Stoll, 2nd Dennis Kehoe 
o Motion failed 

 MOTION: Change rules to a ballot vote 
o Todd White, 2nd multiple delegates 
o Motion failed – did not reach 2/3 required. 

 MOTION: Allow each candidate 1 minute to speak, if they wish to 
o Bruce Lenardson, no second 
o Motion failed as there was no second. 

 MOTION: Move all 22 nominated candidates onto EC 
o Kerry Lynn Elieff 
o Motion ruled out of order, as only 18 are allowed at this time, per bylaws. 

 POINT OF INQUIRY – Can we vote for more than 18 candidates 
o Chair clarified they should only be voting for 18 candidates.  
o Chair asked body to if they wanted to re-start vote or change their vote with this 

information and suggested they would entertain a motion to this effect. No motion made. 

  



Candidates Total Votes 
Ruth Berjawi 68 
Sabrina Pritchett-Evans 68 
Rod Halcomb 68 
Gary Mitchell 67 
David Stevens 66 
David Harris 66 
Kim Harris 66 
Mark Chilcott 65 
Dennis Kehoe 65 
Kerry Lynn Elieff 64 
Megan Haan 64 
Vincent Wilson 63 
Emily Crawford 63 
Robyn Maxson 62 
Rene Saar 62 
Sandra Vanderlaugt 60 
Todd White 59 
John Elieff 58 
Sandy Bloomfield 57 
Lori Malakowski 50 
Jerry Amos 47 
Pamela Herbert 43 
Brian Kincade 14 

 MOTION – Read and approve the minutes – 
o Kerry Lynn Elieff, 2nd Sandy Bloomfield 
o Carried Unopposed. 

 AMENDMENT MOVED – update count of credentialed delegates to 73.  
o Kim Harris, 2nd multiple delegates 
o Motion Carried without objection. 

Vote to Approve Minutes 

 MOTION to accept agenda as necessary 
o Sabrina Pritchett-Evans, 2nd multiple delegates 
o Motion carried.  

 MOTION to adjourn the meeting 
o Sabrina Pritchett-Evans, 2nd multiple delegates 
o Motion carried 

























































TO ALL REPUBLICAN PRECINCT DELEGATES IN KALAMAZOO COUNTY, MICHIGAN, GREETINGS:

There shall be one official meeting of duly elected Republican Precinct
Delegates and Republican At-Large
Delegates at the Official Kalamazoo County Republican County Convention at 7:00
p.m. EST on Thursday,
February 15th, at the 12th Street Baptist Church, 

.

Check-in time starts at 6:00 PM. The convention will start at 7:00 PM sharp.
Photo ID will be required to receive credentials and to vote.

See The Attached Official Call, a description of the apportionment method of
Convention style, a copy
of our bylaws, and a letter from our legal counsel.

If you would like to view the Official Call to Convention online here is the
link: 

Please fill out our survey to (RSVP) for the Official County Convention:

Please review the documents and feel free to contact the Chair at 

Thank You,

Kelly Sackett - KGOP Official Chairwoman

Confidentiality Notice: This message, including the attachments hereto,
contains confidential information intended only for the use of the addressee(s)
named above and may contain information that is legally privileged, and is the
intellectual property of the Kalamazoo County Republican Committee (KGOP,
Kalamazoo GOP). If you are not the addressee, or the person responsible for
delivering it to the addressee, you are hereby notified that reading,
disseminating, distributing or copying this message is strictly prohibited.

If you have received this message by mistake, please immediately notify us by
replying to the message and delete the original message immediately thereafter.



--- YOU CAN OPT OUT BY CONTACTING 

Paid for by Kalamazoo County Republican Committee , Suite LL110,
Portage, Mi, 49002

KGOP - The Official Republican Party of Kalamazoo County
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Official Call to the February 15, 2024 County Convention 

TO ALL REPUBLICAN PRECINCT DELEGATES IN KALAMAZOO COUNTY, MICHIGAN, GREETINGS: 
 
There shall be one official mee�ng of duly elected Republican Precinct Delegates and Republican At-Large 
Delegates at the Official Kalamazoo County Republican Party County Conven�on at 7:00 p.m. EST on Thursday, 
February 15th, at the 12th Street Bap�st Church, 3911 S 12th St, Kalamazoo, MI 49009.  Check-in �me starts 
at 6:00 PM. The conven�on will start at 7:00 PM sharp.  Photo ID will be required to receive creden�als and to 
vote. 
 
The purpose of this mee�ng shall be to elect 39 Delegates and 39 Alternates represen�ng the 4th Congressional 
District por�on of Kalamazoo County and 5 Delegates and 5 Alternates represen�ng the 5th Congressional 
District por�on of Kalamazoo County to the District Conven�on(s) held on Saturday, March 2nd, 2024 at 
Hun�ngton Place, 1 Washington Blvd, Detroit, MI 48226. 
 

The Purpose of the 4th & 5th Congressional District Caucus at the District Convention(s) is to vote as 
follows: 
 

• Election of: 
o Three (3) Republican National Convention Delegates 
o Three (3) Republican National Convention Alternates 
o One (1) Republican National Committeeman 
o One (1) Republican National Committeewoman 

• Transacting other such business as may properly come before the District Convention. 
 
The Kalamazoo County Republican Execu�ve Commitee has voted to conduct the elec�on of the Delegates 
and Alternate Delegates to the District Conven�on Delega�ons by Appor�onment method. Proxies are not 
allowed. 
 
For the purposes of the February 15th Official Kalamazoo County Conven�on, the duly elected Precinct 
Delegates and At-Large Delegates shall be appor�oned into the following caucuses: 

 
1. NW Kalamazoo - Oshtemo Region (District 9) 5/5 
2. NE Kalamazoo - Richland / Ross Region (District 7) 7/7 
3. SE Kalamazoo – Pavilion / Comstock Region (District 6) 6/6 
4. SW Kalamazoo – Texas Twp (District 8) 5/5 
5. City of Kalamazoo (District(s) 1,2,3 & part 5) 7/7 
6. City of Portage (District(s) 4 & 5) 9/9 
7. District 5 (District(s) 6 & 8) 5/5 

Note: See Atached Appor�onment specific lis�ng of districts and delegates thereto. 
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Those eligible to vote at this County Conven�on are: only duly elected Precinct Delegates at the August 2, 2022 
Primary Elec�on, the Republican nominees for County and State Legisla�ve offices, the incumbent Republican 
members of the State Legislature, the Michigan Congressional Delega�on, the Statewide Officeholders, the 
Republican Na�onal Commiteeman and Na�onal Commiteewoman from Michigan and Michigan Republican 
Party Officers (see Rule 5B) where such person resides in the county in ques�on, and Precinct Delegates 
elected to permanently fill vacancies at all subsequent County Conven�ons will be seated and considered 
eligible to vote on maters as may properly come before this County Conven�on.   

Precinct Delegates or certain At-Large Delegates given the preference under Rule 8 of the District Conven�on 
Rules, but who cannot atend the County Conven�on, must no�fy the Official Kalamazoo County Chair, Kelly 
Sacket, in wri�ng or email of the person’s inten�on to become a Delegate or Alternate Delegate to the District 
Conven�on. The No�fica�on can be in any writen form, including by leter, email, or text, and must be 
received by the County Chair at chair@kgop.us,no later than February 15th, 4:00 PM. 
 
More informa�on at: Official Kalamazoo County Republican 2024 Spring Conven�on  

 
Thank You, 

                         

January 9th, 2024 

Kelly Sacket - Chairwoman 
chair@kgop.us 
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Kalamazoo County Republican Committee (KGOP) OFFICIAL 2024 Spring County Convention Rules for February 15th, 2024 

The Official Spring 2024 Kalamazoo County Republican Convention, held on February 15th, 2024, shall be held for 
the purpose of electing delegates and alternates to attend the 2024 Spring Michigan Republican County & 
District Convention.  No other business shall be permitted, with the exception to that which is authorized by the 
KGOP County Chair and or its Executive Committee. Any other business recommended shall be provided in 
writing to the Secretary of the KGOP no later than 15 days prior to the Executive Committee meeting preceding 
the Spring 2024 County Convention. All business shall be in accordance with the KGOP bylaws (adopted and 
published September 11th, 2023). 

The Official Spring 2024 Kalamazoo County Republican Convention shall be conducted using the apportionment 
method as prescribed below. 

Kalamazoo County is allotted 44 Delegates and 44 Alternates to attend the State & District Convention 
on March 2nd, 2024. 

The Two Congressional Districts will be assigned as follows per the State Party Rules. 

Congressional District 4 will caucus in 6 jurisdictionally derived caucuses to assign 39 Delegates & 39 
Alternates, while observing rule 1 which conditions such delegations to maintain contiguous regions and 
or cities as a whole be joined. 

1. NW Kalamazoo - Oshtemo Region (District 9)  5/5 
2. NE Kalamazoo - Richland / Ross Region (District 7)  7/7 
3. SE Kalamazoo – Pavilion / Comstock Region (District 6) 6/6 
4. SW Kalamazoo – Texas Twp (District 8)   5/5 
5. City of Kalamazoo (District(s) 1,2,3 & part 5)   7/7 
6. City of Portage (District(s) 4 & 5)    9/9 
7. District 5 (District(s) 6 & 8)*     5/5 

*Congressional District 5 will caucus separately to choose their 5 delegates & 5 alternates.  

Each caucus shall meet separate from all other caucuses for the purpose of electing delegate & alternate 
representation for their group (see above).  A chairperson and secretary shall be elected as the first 
order of business and shall oversee the caucus and record such votes and or outcomes as would be 
necessary to report to the Convention Chair & Secretary. Any open seats may be filled by the 
Convention body and those delegate names shall be amended to the list produced by the caucuses. 

[D4] - The list of delegates to attend the State District Caucuses shall be compiled by combining the list of 
delegates from the various caucuses (6).  The list of Alternates shall be produced by combining the various 
Caucuses (6) Alternate lists in a manner as such; each Chair of the six (6) D4 caucuses shall draw a number to 
determine the order (lowest if first), then as ordered pick the first alternate from each caucus Alternate list.  
Repeat the process of drawing numbers (to randomize each round) to determine the second round of alternate 
selection, repeat until all caucus alternate lists have been exhausted in compiling the ordered Alternate list for 
the State District Caucuses. 

[D5] – The D5 caucus shall present their list to the Convention Chair and Secretary. 
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ADDENDUM 
 

RULES FOR ELECTION OF DELEGATES AND ALTERNATES TO THE  
OFFICIAL 2024 SPRING REPUBLICAN COUNTY CONVENTION AND STATE DISTRICT CAUCUSES 

 

Section 8 – A - Apportionment Method of Election State Convention Delegates and Alternates 

Under an apportionment system of delegate and alternate selection, when the electing bodies (ward, precinct, 
township, city, or district, as the case may be) created for delegate and alternate selection have completed their 
selections, such choices are final and may not be changed by the full county convention except only to maintain 
the precinct delegate preference requirement. 
 

Rule 7 - If the apportionment system of delegate and alternate selection is used, the apportionment system 
must be based on the same formula referenced in Rule 7 to apportion State Convention delegates (i.e. based on 
the 2022 vote for the Republican candidate for Secretary of State). 
 
 The Following Calculations are as follows (total votes for GOP SOS 2022 – 40,494) 
 

Caucus Region    Delegates / Alternates   Vote % 
Caucus District 1    5 / 5  4553 11% 
Caucus District 2    7 / 7  6747 17% 
Caucus District 3    6 /6  5349 13% 
Caucus District 4    4 / 4  4092 10% 
Caucus District 5    7 / 7  6664 16% 
Caucus District 6    9 / 9  8532 21% 
Caucus District 7    5 / 5  4457 11% 

 
       

    44 / 44  40394 100% 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note: Calculations are based on the State of Michigan – Bureau of Elections Secretary of State Republican 
candidate results as published. These are approximate and rounding has been applied as is necessary. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CEASE AND DESIST LETTER 

and 
DEMAND FOR PRESERVATION 

PRE-SUIT LETTER 

January 11, 2024 

Rodney Halcomb   VIA EMAIL: rodneyhalcomb55@gmail.com 
PO Box 361 
Richland, MI 49083 

 Re: Unauthorized Call to Convention 

Mr. Halcomb: 

As you know, I represent the OFFICIAL Kalamazoo County Republican Committee ("KGOP"). 
I have attached the Statement of Organization dated December 27, 2022. I have not written to 
you previously because I assumed you would at some point stop  claiming to be the KGOP chair. 
However, on January 9, 2024, you sent an email titled "Official Call to the Republican County 
Convention." This email is fraudulent, deceptive, and illegal. You claim that the Kalamazoo 
County Republican Convention will be held "at 7:00 pm on Thursday, February 15, 2024, at the 
Scotts Community Center." That is false and illegal.  

Now that you have broken the law and issue a call to convention, I am compelled to demand you 
CEASE and DESIST all such activity and retract your illegitimate and illegal fake call to 
convention. Quite frankly, your call to convention appears to be a trap to lure unsuspecting 
delegates to a fake convention that violates the law. These delegates should be made aware of 
your attempts to trick them.  

Unauthorized attempt to amend Statement of Organization 

I also understand that on or about October 30, 2023, you or someone on your behalf attempted to 
submit a fraudulent amendment to the Statement of Organization to the Michigan Bureau of 
Elections ("BOE"). That fraudulent document was rejected by BOE.  

DePerno 
 Law Office, PLLC 
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September 15, 2023 convention was illegitimate under KGOP bylaws, MIGOP bylaws, and 
state law 

On August 17, 2023, Kerry Lynn Elieff mailed a document titled "Official Call to Special 
Convention of the Kalamazoo County Delegates." This document was signed by Ms. Elieff in 
her false capacity as "Chairwoman of the Rules Committee of the Special Convention of the 
Kalamazoo County Delegates." This document was fraudulent and deceptive as it informed 
delegates (and others) that a special convention was scheduled for September 15, 2023. 
Nevertheless, it is my understand that this fake convention did occur and you now claim to have 
been elected "chair."  

As you know, the Bylaws of the Kalamazoo County Republican Committee, amended February 
9, 2015,1 were the issue of a hotly contested lawsuit styled Sabrina Pritchett-Evans and 
Kimberly Harris v Republican Party of Kalamazoo County et al, Case No. 2023-0169-CZ, 
Kalamazoo County Circuit Court. On August 10, 2023, the court ruled in favor of the defendants 
(KGOP) and dismissed 3 counts related to bylaw interpretation and state law. Nevertheless, the 
losing side, of which you appear to have aligned, continues to publish false statements and you 
have now alleged in your email that you are the "Chairman-Elect."  

The September 15, 2023 "convention" was illegitimate (null and void) for several reasons:  

1. MIGOP bylaws state in Article XIII(B) that "the delegates to the fall county convention . 
. . shall convene at the call of the county chairperson."  

 This clearly contemplates that only the county chair can call a convention. The 
convention on September 15, 2023 was NOT called by the chair, Kelly Sackett, but 
instead by Kerry Lynn Elieff. 

2. MIGOP bylaws further state in Article XIII(B) that following the fall county convention, 
the county executive committee shall select "the officers of the executive committee who 
shall serve as the officers of the county committee (if any) for two (2) years commencing 
on January 1 of the next odd numbered years.  

 You were not elected as chair of the KGOP. Kelly Sackett was elected as chair.  

3. Section III(8)(A) of the KGOP bylaws, amended February 9, 2015, state that the election 
of officers shall take place "[w]ithin thirty (30) days following the convening of the Fall 
County Convention (convened in even numbered years) . . . . who shall also serve as the 
officers of the County Committee for the two (2) years commencing on January 1 next 
(odd numbered years)." 

 Again, you were not elected as chair of the KGOP. Kelly Sackett was elected as chair. 

 
1 The bylaws have since been amended on September 11, 2023, and will be discussed later in this 

letter.  
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4.  MCL 168.622 states that "The county conventions of each political party shall be held at 
the time and place that the county committee of each political party, through its 
chairperson, designates." Further, officers are elected for two-year terms.  

 Again, pursuant to state law, only the chair can call a convention. Therefore, that call to 
convention was illegal. Kelly Sackett is the KGOP chair; not Kerry Lynn Elieff. Plus, 
you were not elected as chair of the KGOP. Kelly Sackett was elected as chair.  

5. Kerry Lynn Elieff was neither a member of KGOP nor a Kalamazoo County delegate. 
She had no right to call a convention of delegates. 

For these reasons, the September 15, 2023 fake convention was unauthorized and illegitimate.  

September 15, 2023 convention was not a special meeting 

If you want to argue that the September 15, 2023 "convention" was a "special meeting," that 
would also be a fraud. Pursuant to KGOP bylaws, amended February 9, 2015, a special meeting 
may only be called "by the County Chairperson upon written request of the number of members 
of the Executive Committee that would constitute quorum or by the County Chairperson on his 
own motion.   

No members of the Executive Committee requested a special meeting. Kelly Sackett did not call 
a special meeting.  

For these reasons, the September 15, 2023 fake convention was unauthorized and illegitimate.  

Your call to convention is illegal; see KGOP bylaw amendment, dated September 11, 2023 

The KGOP bylaws were amended on September 11, 2023. I know you are aware of these 
bylaws. Nevertheless, a copy of the amendment is attached. Section 5.1 states that "[t]he County 
Chair shall be the only person who can issue a Call to Convention and county county 
conventions." You are not the chair. Kelly Sackett is the chair.  

Again, MCL 168.622 states that "The county conventions of each political party shall be held at 
the time and place that the county committee of each political party, through its chairperson, 
designates." 

In addition, the rules issued by the "MIGOP Rules for Delegates and Alternates to the 2024 
Spring Michigan Republican County and District Conventions" state in Section 1 that "[t]he 
location, time, and date of the meeting of all such county conventions shall be designated in the 
call emailed for such convention by the current chair of the county executive committee, no later 
than Thursday, January 11, 2204."  

You are not the KGOP chair. You have never been designated as the KGOP. Both the 
Kalamazoo County Clerk and the BOE recognize Kelly Sackett as the chair. For these reasons, 
your call to convention was illegal. I also suggest you read Sections 12.7 and 12.8. You have 
issued a fake "call to convention" without the authorization of the chair. You have also asserted 
control over KGOP.  
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The real OFFICIAL call to convention 

Today (January 11, 2024), Kelly Sackett issued the real OFFICIAL call to convention. it will 
take place at 7:00 PM EST on THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2024 at the 12th Street Baptist 
Church, 3911 S 12th Street, Kalamazoo, MI 49009. 

If any delegates wish to contact me, they are free to do so. Please do not intentionally attempt to 
deceive and disenfranchise the delegates.  

You are not the chair of KGOP and cannot call a convention 

The KGOP bylaws specifically restrict you from issuing a call to convention. Therefore, KGOP 
demands you CEASE and DESIST all such activity and immediately and publicly retract your 
illegitimate and illegal fake call to convention by 5:00 PM on TUESDAY, JANUARY 16, 2024 
using the same medium in which you made the fake call. You are trying to create division. You 
are misleading delegates to coming to your fake convention. If they do, they will be 
disenfranchised by not voting in the real convention. This hurts the party and all delegates.  

Demand for preservation 

This letter shall serve as a pre-suit letter demanding that you provide us assurance by 5:00 PM 
on TUESDAY, JANUARY 16, 2024 that you will cease and desist from making further 
statements holding yourself out as chair of the KGOP and that you provide evidence that you 
have retracted your call to convention.  

In the event you refuse and until these claims are resolved, please ensure that you, your 
principals, and all your sources (including members of "Kalamazoo Precinct Delegates" are 
preserving and retaining all emails, text messages, audiovisual recordings, voice mails, social 
media posts, drafts, notes, communications, documents, data, and electronically stored 
information of any kinds that relates in any way to these matters. Without limitation, this 
requires you to preserve all information you have used to support your claim to be chair and, all 
versions of any notes or transcripts, all drafts of any comments of you claiming to be chair, and 
all communications with anyone related to or references such claims.  

Your document preservation obligations apply both to you individually, as well as to any entities 
you control, or anyone who has access to your data, information, computers, hard drives, or 
social media accounts.   

If you do not comply and continue to make false statements claiming to be chair of KGOP or if 
you fail or refuse to retract your call to convention, my client reserves all rights and remedies 
against you including the pursuit of exemplary and punitive damages. This is not a complete 
recitation of my client's rights and remedies, all of which are expressly reserved.  
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I await your prompt response.  

 
 
 
 
 

Best regards, 
 
DePERNO LAW OFFICE, PLLC 
 
/s/ Matthew S. DePerno  
Matthew S. DePerno 

 
c: KGOP Executive Committee 
 Kelly Sacket (KGOP Chair)  
 Charlie Coss (KGOP Vice Chair) 









 

 

Kalamazoo County Republicans 
 
Official Call to the Kalamazoo County Republican Convention. There shall be a meeting of the duly elected 
Precinct Delegates and the At-Large Delegates to the Kalamazoo County Republican Convention at 7:00 pm on 
Thursday, February 15, 2024, at the Scotts Community Center, 8450 36th St South, Scotts, MI, 49088. 
 
The purpose of the Kalamazoo County Republican Convention shall be to elect 44 Delegates and 44 Alternates to 
the March 2nd, 2024, District Convention at Huntington Place, 1 Washington Blvd. Detroit, MI, 48226. 
 
A confirmation reply to this call to convention email is requested no later than 6:00 pm January 15, 2024. 
 
The business to be conducted at the District Convention in Detroit MI, March 2, 2024, shall be to: 
 

(1) Vote for the Presidential Candidate 
(2) Select three National Delegates and Alternates to attend the National Republican Convention in 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin, July 15-18, 2024. Each National Delegate and Alternate shall commit their 
Presidential vote at convention. 

(3) The election of: 
(a) One (1) National Committeeman 
(b) One (1) National Committeewoman 

 
Transacting other such business as may properly come before the Convention. 
 
ONLY Precinct Delegates elected at the August 2, 2022 Primary Election, delegates permanently elevated to fill 
vacancies at the August 27 and Post Election conventions, the most recent Republican nominees for County and 
State Legislative offices, Incumbent members of Michigan Legislative offices, the Michigan Congressional 
Delegation, the Republican National Committeeman and National Committeewoman from Michigan and 
Michigan Republican Party Officers where such person resides in the county in question will be seated and 
considered eligible to vote at this convention. PROXY VOTING PROHIBITED. 
 
Precinct delegates and certain at-large delegates, given the preference under Rule 8 of the convention rules, but 
who do not attend the county convention, must notify the chair of the county executive committee (Rod 
Halcomb, RodneyHalcomb55@gmail.com) or the following designee(s) (Secretary Emily Crawford, 
Secretarykzoodelegates@gmail.com), in writing (the “notification”), of the person’s intention to become a 
delegate or alternate delegate to the district convention. The notification can be in any written form, including by 
letter or email, and must be received by the chair of the county executive committee (or designee) by no later 
than 4:00 p.m. on the day of the county convention. Failure to provide the notification as provided herein shall 
mean that the person shall not be given the preference under Rule 8 of the convention rules. It is not necessary 
to send a notification if a person attends the county convention. 
 
Signed, 

 
Rod Halcomb, Chairman-Elect 
Mail to: Kalamazoo Precinct Delegates 

PO Box 361 
Richland, MI 49083-0361 











Big Announcement!
1 message

Kzoodelegates <kzoodelegates@gmail.com> Sun, Jan 14, 2024 at 4:08 PM
To: Kzoodelegates <kzoodelegates@gmail.com>
Bcc: matthew@depernolaw.com

Dear Delegates of Kalamazoo County,

I am pleased to inform you that January 13, 2024, marked a
momentous occasion for our county delegates. The Michigan State
Republican Party Central Committee, in a decisive vote, officially
recognized the newly elected executive committee, which assumed
office on September 15, 2023, as the legitimate executive committee of
Kalamazoo County.

As your Chairman, I want to emphasize the following commitments:

1. Representation: The executive committee now serves as a
true representation of you, the delegates. This shift means that
your voices and concerns will be at the forefront of decision-
making within the committee.

2. Inclusive Participation: Duly elected precinct delegates
are now entitled to participate in party activities without fear of
exclusion. This ensures that your role as a delegate is
respected, and you can actively engage in the democratic
process without hindrance.

3. End of "Pay to Play": The era of "pay to play" is officially
over. As a duly elected precinct delegate, your participation is
based on merit and commitment, not financial considerations.

The new leadership of the executive committee is wholeheartedly
dedicated to serving your interests and ensuring a fair and inclusive
environment within the party.



I invite you to join us at the Official Kalamazoo County Convention,
which is scheduled to take place at the Scotts Community Center on
February 15, 2024. This convention will provide a platform for
collaboration, discussion, and unity among the delegates.

With Sincere Respect,

Rod Halcomb Kalamazoo County Republican Chair











 
 

STATE COMMITTEE SPECIAL MEETING 

January 13, 2024, 10:00am 

Northern Michigan Banquet & Event Center  

7784 Stone School Rd. 

Houghton Lake, MI 48629 
 
 
Dan Bowe led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Daire Rendon opened with prayer. 
 
The mee ng was called to order at 10:45am. 
 
The Secretary announced there were 83 creden aled members present.  The mee ng paused to 
reconnect to wi-fi for virtual a endees.  
 
Dan Bonamie presented a report on be er poli cal representa on. 
 
Heath Wall, Policy Commi ee Chair was asked to present a report. 
A point of order was called by Kris n Lee for a roll call a endance to be made.  The Chair put it 
to a vote and the vote fell.  Heath Wall presented the Policy Commi ee’s report that the 
January 6,, 2024 mee ng was illegi mate and that there was a recommenda on that Co-Chair 
Malinda Pego violated conflicts of interest under MRSC Bylaws Ar cle III Sec on M.9.&10. 
Further, the Policy Commi ee recommended that members Andy Sebolt, Bree Moeggenberg, 
Tim Ross, Anne DeLisle, JD Glaser and Dan Lawless be further inves gated for conflicts of 
interest viola ons under MRSC Bylaws Ar cle III Sec on M.9.&10.  The mo on to find Malinda 
Pego in viola on of MRSC Bylaws Ar cle III Sec on M.9.&10 was moved and seconded by the 
Policy Commi ee.  Discussion was opened to the floor.  Dan Hartman made a mo on to move 
this agenda item to the bo om of the agenda.  A second was made.  Discussion was opened to 
the floor.  The Chair called a vote, and the result was inconclusive.  A standing counted vote was 
taken, and the mo on carried.  
 
Dan Hartman made a mo on to not accept the legi macy of the January 6th mee ng per the 
Policy Commi ee’s findings.  A second was made.  Discussion was opened to the floor.  Fred 
Niedstandt called the ques on.  A second was made.  The vote was taken, and the mo on 
carried.  The Chair called for a vote to accept the mo on on the floor and the mo on carried.  
 
Dr. Phil O’Halloran gave the Elec on Integrity Commi ee Report.  



 
Dr. Angela Hall gave the Issues Commi ee Report that included the three resolu ons previously 
emailed to all SC members.  The adop on was moved and seconded by the Issues Commi ee. 
Kim Harris made a mo on to adopt all three resolu ons.  Dan Hartman asked to consider each 
individually via a friendly amendment.  Kim Harris accepted the friendly amendment.  There 
was a second.  The adop on of the Michigan Republican Party State Commi ee Resolu on To 
Stop The Prosecu ons Of Donald J. Trump was opened for discussion.  Monika Feibing called 
the ques on.  A second was made.  The Chair called for a vote and the mo on carried.  The 
Chair called for a vote on the mo on on the floor and the mo on carried.  
 
The adop on of the Resolu on to End the United States of America’s Financial and Military 
Involvement in the War in Ukraine was opened for discussion.  Monika Fiebing called the 
ques on.  A second was made.  The Chair called for a vote and the mo on carried.  The Chair 
called for a vote on the mo on on the floor and the mo on carried. 
 
The adop on of the Resolu on to End the United States of America’s Financial and Military 
Involvement in the War in Ukraine was opened for discussion.  John Schaut called the ques on. 
A second was made.  The Chair took a vote and the mo on carried.  The Chair called for a vote 
on the mo on on the floor and the mo on carried. 
 
Dan Bonamie, Chair of Budget Commi ee presented report.  This was screenshared with the 
virtual a endees.  Kris n Lee called a point of order that this report is out of order.  Chair 
Karamo ruled the point of order is not well taken.  Jennifer Standerfer, Treasurer spoke on the 
expenses.  Dan Bonamie presented the remainder of the report.  Dan Hartman, General Counsel 
answered ques ons regarding the Seymour building and the trust.  John Schaut made a mo on 
to accept the budget commi ee report.  A second was made.  The Chair took a vote and the 
mo on carried.  
 
The Chair turned the mee ng over to Joel Studebaker to chair the next two agenda items.  Joel 
Studebaker opened the floor for the Karamo Q&A. 
 
Joel Studebaker asked if there was a mo on for Removal of Chair Karamo under MRSC Bylaws 
Ar cle V.  Viviene Curenca made the mo on.  A second was made.  Ken Beyer made a mo on 
for a roll call vote.  A second was made.  The vote was taken.  The result was unclear.  Division 
was called.  A standing vote was taken and the vote for a roll call vote carried.  Joel Studebaker 
opened discussion on the mo on on the floor for removal of Chair Karamo.  Dan Bonamie made 
a mo on to suspend the 54-signature requirement for removal of Chair Karamo and that the 
findings will be final.  A second was made.  Bill Lethemon called the ques on.  A second was 
made.  A vote was called on the previous ques on.  The mo on carried.  Joel Studebaker took a 
vote on the mo on to include suspending the 54-signature rule of the bylaws.  The 
parliamentarian Ralph Rebandt spoke to explain that Chair Karamo is waving the 54-vote 
requirement and that RONR allows for this. 
  



Joel Studebaker moved the mo on to suspend the 54-signature rule in the bylaws.  A second 
was made.  A vote was taken.  The mo on carried.  The mo on on the floor to remove Chair 
Karamo was opened for discussion.  Dan Hartman called the ques on.  A second was made.  
The mo on carried.  A roll call vote was taken.  The result of the vote was 59 No and 1 Yes. 
 
Chair Karamo re-assumed the Chair du es of the mee ng.  
 
Dan Bonamie mo oned for the removal of Andy Sebolt, Bree Moeggenberg, Randy Guppy, Jon 
Rocha, JD Glaser, Daniel Lawless, Anne DeLisle, Bill Rauwerdink, and Dan Wholihan for viola ng 
their fiduciary du es, duty of loyalty and duty of care under Ar cle 3.M.1.  A second was made. 
The Chair conferred with the parliamentarian. 
 
The Chair called a for a brief recess.  At 1:53pm the mee ng was called back to order. 
 
Dan Bonamie amended his mo on to only include members Andy Sebolt, Bree Moeggenberg, 
JD Glaser, Dan Lawless, Anne DeLisle and Tim Ross per the report from the Policy Commi ee 
without the recommenda on from the Policy Commi ee for viola ons of conflict of interest.  A 
second was made.  Bonnie Burke offered an amendment to add Jon Rocha and Randy Guppy.  A 
second was made.  The mo on was not moved to the floor and Bonnie Burke withdrew her 
mo on.   
 
Dan Bonamie mo oned to move the removal mo on to the bo om of the agenda.  A second 
was made.  Call to ques on was made by Peggy Doornbos.  A second was made.  The Chair took 
a vote and the mo on carried.  The Chair took the vote on the mo on on the floor to move the 
item to the bo om of the agenda.  The mo on carried.  
 
Cheryl Costan no presented the rules for the August Conven on Rules.  The mo on was moved 
and seconded by the Policy Commi ee.  Discussion was open.  A ques on was called by Ken 
Beyer.  A second was made and the mo on carried.  A vote was taken on the mo on on the 
floor to adopt the August Conven on Rules and the mo on passed.  
 
Ken Beyer made a mo on that this Michigan Republican Party State Central Commi ee vote to 
accept the will of the delegates of Kalamazoo County according to their September 15, 2023 
special conven on by recognizing Rod Holcomb as chair, Kerry Lynn Elieff as vice chair, and 
recognize all other officers and members of the execu ve commi ee in Kalamazoo as elected 
on September 15, 2023 and register them with the Secretary of State’s Bureau of Elec ons.  A 
second was made.  Discussion was opened to the floor.  Margo Asel ne called the ques on.  A 
second was made.  The Chair took a vote, and the mo on did not carry.  Discussion con nued. 
Previous ques on was called.  A second was made.  The Chair took a vote and the mo on 
carried.  A vote was taken on the mo on on the floor.  The mo on passed unanimously. 
 
The Chair announced that the mo on on the floor is to re-visit the agenda item from the Policy 
Commi ee that Co-Chair Malinda Pego violated conflicts of interest under MRSC Bylaws Ar cle 
III Sec on M.9.&10.  The Chair opened discussion to the floor.  Previous ques on was called.  A 



second was made.  The Chair took a vote and the mo on carried.  The Chair called for a vote on 
the mo on on the floor.  Roll call vote was requested and taken.  The result of the vote is 76 Yes, 
2 No, 3 Abstain. (The votes from only state commi ee members; the result is 52 Yes, 2 No, 3 
Abstain.) The mo on carried. 
 
Dan Bonamie returned to the floor to repeat his item of business that was moved down the 
agenda.  He mo oned to find Andy Sebolt, Bree Moeggenberg, Tim Ross, Anne DeLisle, JD 
Glaser and Dan Lawless in viola on of conflicts of interest.  A second was made.  Discussion was 
opened to the floor.  Dan Hartman made a mo on to postpone the item of business to another 
day.  A second was made.  Discussion was opened to the floor.  Peggy Doornbos called the 
ques on.  A second was made.  The Chair took a vote and the mo on carried.  The Chair took a 
vote to postpone the main mo on and the mo on fell.  Discussion was re-opened for the main 
mo on.  Dan Bonamie called the ques on, a second made and mo on carried.  The Chair 
announced there was a vote on the main mo on.  A roll call vote was requested and taken.  The 
result of the vote is 61 Yes, 5 No, 15 abstain.  (The votes from only state commi ee members; 
the result is 41 Yes, 5 No, 10 Abstain.)  The mo on carried. 
 
The Chair asked for a mo on to adjourn.  Fred Nienstedt moved to adjourn.  A second was 
made and the mo on carried.  The mee ng was adjourned at 3:35pm. 
 
Submi ed: 
 
Angela Gillisse 
Secretary 
Monday, January 15, 2024 
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REPUBLICAN NATIONAL COMMITTEE 

*** COUNSEL'S OFFICE 

Ms. Kristina Karamo 
Amb. Peter Hoesktra 
c/o Michigan Republican Party 
3450 Alpine Ave. NW Box 206 
Grand Rapids, MI 49544 

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 

Dear Ms. Karamo and Amb. Hoekstra: 

January 24, 2024 

On behalf of the Republican National Committee ("RNC"), we write concerning the ongoing 
dispute as to whether Ms. Karamo continues to serve as Chairwoman of the Michigan 
Republican Party ("MIGOP"), or if she was removed from that position at a special meeting held 
on January 6. 

The RNC is aware there is now ongoing litigation in this matter, as plaintiffs supporting Ms. 
Karamo's removal have filed suit in the Kent County Circuit Court. We further are aware that 
Ambassador Peter Hoekstra was elected Chairman on January 20 at a meeting called by Ms. 
Malinda Pego, then purporting to serve as Acting Chairman, in view of Article IV(C) of the 
MIGOP Bylaws. Meanwhile, Ms. Karamo continues to assert that she remains the MIGOP 
Chairwoman, and she and her allies have sent multiple cease-and-desist letters to Ms. Pego, 
Ambassador Hoekstra, and others. 

Although the RNC has limited power under its Rules to issue binding determinations in internal 
state party disputes, it unquestionably has the authority to determine, for its own purposes, who 
its voting members are. The RNC's Rules of the Republican Party ("RNC Rules") provide that 
the "duly elected and acting chairman of each state Republican Party shall be a member of the 
Republican National Committee during his or her term in office" and further provide that the 
election of members to fill vacancies in the Republican National Committee "shall be ratified by 
the Republican National Committee after their election." RNC Rules 3(b) & 4(a). With the RNC 
Winter Meeting taking place next week, and with the resolution of this dispute's important 
implications for the presidential delegate selection process in Michigan, it is necessary and 
appropriate for the RNC to review this matter at this time. 

The RNC Counsel's Office has reviewed the MIGOP Bylaws, meeting minutes, and other 
materials provided by both sides in this dispute. Based upon its initial review, it appears to the 
Counsel's Office that Ms. Karamo was properly removed in accordance with the MIGOP Bylaws 
on January 6. That said, the Counsel's Office's determination is not dispositive, and it recognizes 
that additional information could conceivably come to light which changes its view. 



REPUBLICAN NATIONAL COMMITTEE 

*** 
COUNSEL'S OFFICE 

As a matter of procedure, the RNC is unable to conclusively rule on whether Ms. Karamo or 
Ambassador Hoekstra is a voting member of the RNC prior to the Winter Meeting next week. 
Therefore, absent timely resolution of any litigation, please be advised as follows: 

1. Neither Ms. Karamo nor Ambassador Hoekstra shall be credentialed as MI GOP Chair for 
the RNC Winter Meeting in Las Vegas, Nevada. Both shall be permitted to attend as 
guests. 

2. Following the RNC Winter Meeting, a body ofRNC Members will move quickly to 
review this dispute and make such recommendation as they believe appropriate. 

Sincerely, 

Michael Whatley 
General Counsel, RNC \ 
Chairman, North Carolina Republican Party 

Matthew Raymer 
Chief Counsel, RNC 
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